§1862n-8

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Science of House of Representatives
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6,
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. Committee
on Science and Technology of House of Representatives
changed to Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, Jan. 5, 2011.

DEFINITIONS

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 4 of Pub. L. 107-368, set out as a note under section
1862n of this title.

§ 1862n-8. Evaluations

(a) Education
(1) In general

The Director, through the Research, Evalua-
tion and Communication Division of the Edu-
cation and Human Resources Directorate of
the Foundation, shall evaluate the effective-
ness of all undergraduate science, mathe-
matics, engineering, or technology education
activities supported by the Foundation in in-
creasing the number and quality of students,
including individuals identified in section
1885a or 1885b of this title studying toward and
completing associate’s or baccalaureate de-
grees in science, mathematics, engineering,
and technology. In conducting the evaluation,
the Director shall consider information on—

(A) the number of students enrolled in un-
dergraduate science, mathematics, engineer-
ing, and technology programs;

(B) student academic achievement, includ-
ing quantifiable measurements of students’
mastery of content and skills;

(C) persistence to degree completion, in-
cluding students who transfer from science,
mathematics, engineering, and technology
programs to programs in other academic dis-
ciplines; and

(D) placement during the first year after
degree completion in post-graduate edu-
cation or career pathways.

(2) Assessment benchmarks and tools

The Director, through the Research, Evalua-
tion and Communication Division of the Edu-
cation and Human Resources Directorate of
the Foundation, shall establish a common set
of assessment benchmarks and tools, and shall
enable every Foundation-sponsored project to
incorporate the use of these benchmarks and
tools in their project-based assessment activi-
ties.

(3) Reports to Congress

Not later than 3 years after December 19,
2002, and once every 3 years thereafter, the Di-
rector shall transmit to the Committee on
Science of the House of Representatives, the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate, and the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the
Senate a report containing the results of eval-
uations under paragraph (1).

(b) Awards

Notwithstanding any other provision of this
Act, the Director shall annually evaluate a ran-
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dom sample of grants, contracts, or other

awards made pursuant to this Act.
(c) Dissemination

The Director shall—

(1) provide for the dissemination of the re-
sults of the evaluations conducted pursuant to
this section to the public; and

(2) provide notice to the public that such
evaluations are available.

(Pub. L. 107-368, §19, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3063.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 107-368,
Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3034, known as the National
Science Foundation Authorization Act of 2002. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title of 2002 Amendment note set out under sec-
tion 1861 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the National Science
Foundation Authorization Act of 2002, and not as part
of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 which
comprises this chapter.

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Science of House of Representatives
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6,
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. Committee
on Science and Technology of House of Representatives
changed to Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, Jan. 5, 2011.

DEFINITIONS

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 4 of Pub. L. 107-368, set out as a note under section
1862n of this title.

§1862n-9. Astronomy and Astrophysics Advisory
Committee

(a) Establishment

The Foundation, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, and the Department of
Energy shall jointly establish an Astronomy and
Astrophysics Advisory Committee (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘““Advisory Committee’’).

(b) Duties

The Advisory Committee shall—

(1) assess, and make recommendations re-
garding, the coordination of astronomy and
astrophysics programs of the Foundation, the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, and the Department of Energy;

(2) assess, and make recommendations re-
garding, the status of the activities of the
Foundation, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, and the Department of
Energy as they relate to the recommendations
contained in the National Research Council’s
2001 report entitled ‘‘Astronomy and Astro-
physics in the New Millennium”’, and the rec-
ommendations contained in subsequent Na-
tional Research Council reports of a similar
nature; and

(3) not later than March 15 of each year,
transmit a report to the Director, the Admin-
istrator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, the Secretary of En-
ergy, the Committee on Science of the House
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