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ance with the provisions of section 2284 of title
28 and any appeal shall be to the Supreme Court.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §204, formerly §203, as
added Pub. L. 91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat.
317; renumbered §204 and amended Pub. L. 94-73,
title III, §§302, 303, title IV, §406, Aug. 6, 1975, 89
Stat. 403, 405.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 1393 of title 28, referred to in text, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 100-702, title X, §1001(a), Nov. 19, 1988,
102 Stat. 4664.

AMENDMENTS

1975—Pub. L. 94-73 inserted reference to section
1973aa-1a of this title and substituted reference to sec-
tion 2284 of title 28 for reference to section 2282 of title
28.

§1973aa-3. Penalty

Whoever shall deprive or attempt to deprive
any person of any right secured by section
1973aa, 1973aa-1, or 1973aa-la of this title shall
be fined not more than $5,000, or imprisoned not
more than five years, or both.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §205, formerly §204, as
added Pub. L. 91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat.
317; renumbered §205 and amended Pub. L. 94-73,
title III, §§302, 304, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 403.)

AMENDMENTS

1975—Pub. L. 94-73 inserted reference to section
1973aa-1a of this title.

§1973aa-4. Separability

If any provision of subchapters I-A to I-C of
this chapter or the application of any provision
thereof to any person or circumstance is judi-
cially determined to be invalid, the remainder of
subchapters I-A to I-C of this chapter or the ap-
plication of such provision to other persons or
circumstances shall not be affected by such de-
termination.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §206, formerly §205, as
added Pub. L. 91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat.
318; renumbered §206, Pub. L. 94-73, title III,
§302, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 403.)

§1973aa-5. Survey to compile registration and
voting statistics

(a) Elections to House of Representatives and
elections designated by United States Com-
mission on Civil Rights

Congress hereby directs the Director of the
Census forthwith to conduct a survey to compile
registration and voting statistics: (i) in every
State or political subdivision with respect to
which the prohibitions of section 1973b(a) of this
title are in effect, for every statewide general
election for Members of the United States House
of Representatives after January 1, 1974; and (ii)
in every State or political subdivision for any
election designated by the United States Com-
mission on Civil Rights. Such surveys shall only
include a count of citizens of voting age, race or
color, and national origin, and a determination
of the extent to which such persons are reg-
istered to vote and have voted in the elections
surveyed.
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(b) Prohibition against compulsion to disclose
personal data; advice of rights

In any survey under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion no person shall be compelled to disclose his
race, color, national origin, political party af-
filiation, or how he voted (or the reasons there-
for), nor shall any penalty be imposed for his
failure or refusal to make such disclosures.
Every person interrogated orally, by written
survey or questionnaire, or by any other means
with respect to such information shall be fully
advised of his right to fail or refuse to furnish
such information.

(c) Report to Congress

The Director of the Census shall, at the earli-
est practicable time, report to the Congress the
results of every survey conducted pursuant to
the provisions of subsection (a) of this section.

(d) Confidentiality of information; penalties

The provisions of section 9 and chapter 7 of
title 13 shall apply to any survey, collection, or
compilation of registration and voting statistics
carried out under subsection (a) of this section.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §207, as added Pub. L.
94-73, title IV, §403, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 404.)

§1973aa—-6. Voting assistance for blind, disabled
or illiterate persons

Any voter who requires assistance to vote by
reason of blindness, disability, or inability to
read or write may be given assistance by a per-
son of the voter’s choice, other than the voter’s
employer or agent of that employer or officer or
agent of the voter’s union.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §208, as added Pub. L.
97-205, §5, June 29, 1982, 96 Stat. 135.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 97-205, §5, June 29, 1982, 96 Stat. 135, provided
that this section is effective Jan. 1, 1984.

SUBCHAPTER I-C—EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD
VOTING AGE

§1973bb. Enforcement of twenty-sixth amend-
ment

(a)(1) The Attorney General is directed to in-
stitute, in the name of the United States, such
actions against States or political subdivisions,
including actions for injunctive relief, as he may
determine to be necessary to implement the
twenty-sixth article of amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States.

(2) The district courts of the United States
shall have jurisdiction of proceedings instituted
under this subchapter, which shall be heard and
determined by a court of three judges in accord-
ance with section 2284 of title 28, and any appeal
shall lie to the Supreme Court. It shall be the
duty of the judges designated to hear the case to
assign the case for hearing and determination
thereof, and to cause the case to be in every way
expedited.

(b) Whoever shall deny or attempt to deny any
person of any right secured by the twenty-sixth
article of amendment to the Constitution of the
United States shall be fined not more than $5,000
or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.



§1973bb-1

(Pub. L. 89-110, title III, §301, as added Pub. L.
91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 318; amended
Pub. L. 94-73, title IV, §407, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat.
405.)

AMENDMENTS

1975—Pub. L. 94-73 substituted provisions authorizing
the Attorney General to institute proceedings to en-
force twenty-sixth amendment, the jurisdiction of the
district courts, and penalties for denial of rights se-
cured by twenty-sixth amendment, for provisions relat-
ing to Congressional findings and prohibition of denial
of right to vote on account of age.

§1973bb-1. “State” defined

As used in this subchapter, the term ‘‘State’
includes the District of Columbia.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title III, §302, as added Pub. L.
91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 318; amended
Pub. L. 94-73, title IV, §407, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat.
405.)

AMENDMENTS

1975—Pub. L. 94-73 substituted definition of State for
provisions prohibiting denial of right to vote because of
age.

§§1973bb-2 to 1973bb—4. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-73,
title IV, §407, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 405

Section 1973bb-2, Pub. L. 89-110, title III, §303, as
added Pub. L. 91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 318, au-
thorized the Attorney General to institute actions to
enforce this subchapter, and provided for jurisdiction of
district courts, appeals, and penalties for denial of
rights secured by this subchapter. See section 1973bb of
this title.

Section 1973bb-3, Pub. L. 89-110, title III, §304, as
added Pub. L. 91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 319, de-
fined ‘“‘State’. See section 1973bb-1 of this title.

Section 1973bb-4, Pub. L. 89-10, title III, §305, as added
Pub. L. 91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 319, provided
for effective date of this subchapter.

SUBCHAPTER I-D—FEDERAL ABSENTEE
VOTING ASSISTANCE

PART I——RECOMMENDATION TO STATES

§§1973cc to 1973cc-3. Repealed. Pub. L. 99-410,
title II, § 203, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 930

Section 1973cc, acts Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title I, §101,
69 Stat. 584; June 18, 1968, Pub. L. 90-343, §1, 82 Stat. 180;
Nov. 4, 1978, Pub. L. 95-593, §7, 92 Stat. 2537, related to
State enactment of absentee voting legislation and to
covered persons. See section 1973ff-1 of this title.

Section 1973cc-1, acts Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title I, §102,
69 Stat. 584; June 18, 1968, Pub. L. 90-344, §1(1), 82 Stat.
181; Aug. 6, 1981, Pub. L. 97-31, §12(19), 95 Stat. 154, re-
lated to balloting procedures.

Section 1973cc-2, act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title I, §103,
69 Stat. 585, related to availability of statistical data to
assist Presidential designee in compiling comprehen-
sive information of operations under this subchapter.

Section 1973cc-3, act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title I, §104,
as added June 18, 1968, Pub. L. 90-344, §1(2), 82 Stat. 181,
related to legal residence for voting purposes of person-
nel residing on military installations.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Repeal applicable with respect to elections taking
place after Dec. 31, 1987, see section 204 of Pub. L.
99-410, set out as an Effective Date note under section
1973ff of this title.
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PART II—RESPONSIBILITIES OF FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

§§1973cc-11 to 1973cc-15. Repealed. Pub. L.
99-410, title IT, §203, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat.
930

Section 1973cc-11, acts Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title II,
§201, 69 Stat. 585; Dec. 21, 1982, Pub. L. 97-375, title II,
§203(b), 96 Stat. 1823, provided for designation of Presi-
dential designee to coordinate and facilitate Federal
responsibilities and to report to the President and Con-
gress. See section 1973ff(a) and (b) of this title.

Section 1973cc-12, acts Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title II,
§202, 69 Stat. 586; Nov. 4, 1978, Pub. L. 95-593, §8, 92 Stat.
2537, related to acquisition and distribution by Presi-
dential designee of current absentee voting information
from each State.

Section 1973c-13, acts Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title II,
§203, 69 Stat. 586; June 18, 1968, Pub. L. 90-344, §1(3), 82
Stat. 181; Nov. 4, 1978, Pub. L. 95-593, §9, 92 Stat. 2538,
related to cooperation of Government officials, drafts
of State legislation, and printing and transmitting of
post cards. See section 1973ff(c) of this title.

Section 1973cc-14, acts Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title II,
§204, 69 Stat. 586; June 18, 1968, Pub. L. 90-343, §2, 82
Stat. 181; June 18, 1968, Pub. L. 90-344, §1(4)—(6), 82 Stat.
182; Nov. 4, 1978, Pub. L. 95-593, §10, 92 Stat. 2538, related
to form and content of post card application. See sec-
tion 1973ff(b)(2) of this title.

Section 1973cc-15, act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title II,
§205, 69 Stat. 588, related to use of prior post card form
for election of Members of Congress.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Repeal applicable with respect to elections taking
place after Dec. 31, 1987, see section 204 of Pub. L.
99-410, set out as an Effective Date note under section
1973ff of this title.

PART III—GENERAL PROVISIONS

§§1973cc-21 to 1973cc-26. Repealed. Pub. L.
99-410, title II, §203, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat.
930

Section 1973cc-21, act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title III,
§301, 69 Stat. 588, provided definitions of terms used in
this subchapter. See section 1973ff-6 of this title.

Section 1973cc-22, act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title III,
§302, 69 Stat. 588, provided free postage for official post
cards, ballots, voting instructions, and envelopes. See
section 3406 of Title 39, Postal Service.

Section 1973cc-23, act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title III,
§303, 69 Stat. 588, related to prevention of fraud and co-
ercion.

Section 1973cc-24, act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title III,
§304, 69 Stat. 589, provided that acts done in good faith
do not constitute a violation of any provision of law re-
lating to elective franchise.

Section 1973cc-25, act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title III,
§305, 69 Stat. 589, provided that no undue influence be
used by any officer but that nothing in this subchapter
be deemed to prohibit free discussion regarding politi-
cal issues or candidates for public office. See section
609 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure.

Section 1973cc-26, act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 656, title III,
§308, 69 Stat. 589, authorized appropriations as nec-
essary to carry out this subchapter.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Repeal applicable with respect to elections taking
place after Dec. 31, 1987, see section 204 of Pub. L.
99-410, set out as an Effective Date note under section
1973ff of this title.
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