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SUBCHAPTER I-E—VOTING RIGHTS OF
OVERSEAS CITIZENS

§§1973dd to 1973dd-6. Repealed. Pub. L. 99-410,
title II, § 203, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 930

Section 1973dd, Pub. L. 94-203, §2, Jan. 2, 1976, 89 Stat.
1142; Pub. L. 95-593, §1, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2535, pro-
vided definitions of terms used in this subchapter. See
section 1973ff-6 of this title.

Section 13973dd-1, Pub. L. 94-203, §3, Jan. 2, 1976, 89
Stat. 1142; Pub. L. 95-593, §2, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 25635,
related to qualifications for registration and vote by
absentee ballot.

Section 1973dd-2, Pub. L. 94-203, §4, Jan. 2, 1976, 89
Stat. 1143; Pub. L. 95-593, §3, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2535,
related to State provisions concerning absentee reg-
istration or qualification and absentee ballots and to
recommendations to States in carrying out the provi-
sions of this section. See section 1973ff-1 of this title.

Section 1973dd—2a, Pub. L. 94-203, §5, as added Pub. L.
95-593, §4(2), Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2535, related to acqui-
sition and dissemination by Presidential designee of
current absentee voting information from each State.

Section 1973dd—2b, Pub. L. 94-203, §6, as added Pub. L.
95-593, §4(2), Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2536, related to print-
ing and transmitting of voting material. See section
1973ff(c)(2) of this title and section 3406 of Title 39,
Postal Service.

Section 1973dd-3, Pub. L. 94-203, §7, formerly §5, Jan.
2, 1976, 89 Stat. 1143; renumbered §7, Pub. L. 95-593,
§4(1), Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 25635, provided for enforce-
ment by the Attorney General, jurisdiction of courts,
and penalties for depriving or attempting to deprive
persons of secured rights and giving or conspiring to
give false information or paying or accepting money ei-
ther for registration to vote or voting. See section
1973ff—4 of this title and section 608 of Title 18, Crimes
and Criminal Procedure.

Section 1973dd-4, Pub. L. 94-203, §8, formerly §6, Jan.
2, 1976, 89 Stat. 1143; renumbered §8, Pub. L. 95-593,
§4(1), Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2535, provided that if any
provision of this subchapter is held invalid, the validity
of the remainder of this subchapter not be affected.

Section 1973dd-5, Pub. L. 94-203, §9, formerly §7, Jan.
2, 1976, 89 Stat. 1144; renumbered §9 and amended Pub.
L. 95-593, §§4(1), 5, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2535, 2537, relat-
ed to applicability of this subchapter to State registra-
tion requirements and voting practices and provided
that exercise of any right to register or vote in Federal
elections by any citizen outside the United States not
affect the determination of residence or domicile for
tax purposes. See section 1973ff-5 of this title.

Section 1973dd-6, Pub. L. 94-203, §11, as added Pub. L.
95-593, §6, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2537, authorized appro-
priations as necessary to carry out this subchapter.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Repeal applicable with respect to elections taking
place after Dec. 31, 1987, see section 204 of Pub. L.
99-410, set out as an Effective Date note under section
1973ff of this title.

SUBCHAPTER I-F—VOTING ACCESSIBILITY
FOR THE ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED

§1973ee. Congressional declaration of purpose

It is the intention of Congress in enacting this
subchapter to promote the fundamental right to
vote by improving access for handicapped and
elderly individuals to registration facilities and
polling places for Federal elections.

(Pub. L. 98-435, §2, Sept. 28, 1984, 98 Stat. 1678.)
EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 98-435, §9, Sept. 28, 1984, 98 Stat. 1680, provided
that: “This Act [enacting this subchapter] shall apply

TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

§1973ee-2

with respect to elections taking place after December
31, 1985.”

SHORT TITLE

This subchapter is known as the ‘“Voting Accessibil-
ity for the Elderly and Handicapped Act’’, see Short
Title note set out under section 1971 of this title.

§ 1973ee-1. Selection of polling facilities

(a) Accessibility to all polling places as respon-
sibility of each political subdivision

Within each State, except as provided in sub-
section (b) of this section, each political subdivi-
sion responsible for conducting elections shall
assure that all polling places for Federal elec-
tions are accessible to handicapped and elderly
voters.

(b) Exception

Subsection (a) of this section shall not apply
to a polling place—

(1) in the case of an emergency, as deter-
mined by the chief election officer of the
State; or

(2) if the chief election officer of the State—

(A) determines that all potential polling
places have been surveyed and no such ac-
cessible place is available, nor is the politi-
cal subdivision able to make one tempo-
rarily accessible, in the area involved; and

(B) assures that any handicapped or elder-
ly voter assigned to an inaccessible polling
place, upon advance request of such voter

(pursuant to procedures established by the

chief election officer of the State)—

(i) will be assigned to an accessible poll-
ing place, or

(ii) will be provided with an alternative
means for casting a ballot on the day of
the election.

(c) Report to Federal Election Commission

(1) Not later than December 31 of each even-
numbered year, the chief election officer of each
State shall report to the Federal Election Com-
mission, in a manner to be determined by the
Commission, the number of accessible and inac-
cessible polling places in such State on the date
of the preceding general Federal election, and
the reasons for any instance of inaccessibility.

(2) Not later than April 30 of each odd-num-
bered year, the Federal Election Commission
shall compile the information reported under
paragraph (1) and shall transmit that informa-
tion to the Congress.

(3) The provisions of this subsection shall only
be effective for a period of 10 years beginning on
September 28, 1984.

(Pub. L. 98-435, §3, Sept. 28, 1984, 98 Stat. 1678.)
§ 1973ee-2. Selection of registration facilities

(a) Each State or political subdivision respon-
sible for registration for Federal elections shall
provide a reasonable number of accessible per-
manent registration facilities.

(b) Subsection (a) of this section does not
apply to any State that has in effect a system
that provides an opportunity for each potential
voter to register by mail or at the residence of
such voter.

(Pub. L. 98-435, §4, Sept. 28, 1984, 98 Stat. 1679.)
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