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CHAPTER 53—ADVISORY COMMISSION ON 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

Sec. 

4271. Establishment. 
4272. Declaration of purpose. 
4273. Membership of Commission; appointment of 

members; term. 
4274. Organization of Commission. 
4275. Duties of Commission. 
4276. Powers and administrative provisions. 
4277. Compensation of members. 
4278. Authorization of appropriations. 
4279. Receipt of funds; consideration by Congress. 

CONTINUATION AND TERMINATION OF COMMISSION TO 
PERFORM CONTRACTS FOR RESEARCH ON SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF GAMBLING 

Pub. L. 104–328, § 1, Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 4004, pro-
vided that the Advisory Commission on Intergovern-
mental Relations could continue in existence solely for 
the purpose of performing any contract entered into 
under section 7(a) of the National Gambling Impact 
Study Commission Act, Pub. L. 104–169, Aug. 3, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1487, formerly set out in a note under section 1955 
of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and would 
terminate on the date of the completion of such con-
tract. 

APPROPRIATIONS; UNFUNDED MANDATES; TERMINATION 
OF ADVISORY COMMISSION ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
RELATIONS 

Pub. L. 104–52, title IV, Nov. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 480, 
provided in part that: ‘‘For necessary expenses of the 
Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations, 
$784,000, of which $334,000 is to carry out the provisions 
of Public Law 104–4 [see Short Title note set out under 
section 1501 of Title 2, The Congress], and of which 
$450,000 shall be available only for the purposes of the 
prompt and orderly termination of the Advisory Com-
mission on Intergovernmental Relations.’’ 

§ 4271. Establishment 

There is established a permanent bipartisan 
commission to be known as the Advisory Com-
mission on Intergovernmental Relations, herein-
after referred to as the ‘‘Commission’’. 

(Pub. L. 86–380, § 1, Sept. 24, 1959, 73 Stat. 703.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 2371 of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1. Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 11455 

Ex. Ord. No. 11455, eff. Feb. 14, 1969, 34 F.R. 2299, which 
established the Office of Intergovernmental Relations, 
was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 11690, eff. Dec. 14, 1972, 37 
F.R. 26815, set out as a note under section 301 of Title 
3, The President. 

OFFICE OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS; AUTHORIZA-
TION OF APPROPRIATIONS; COMPENSATION OF DIRECTOR; 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONNEL; EXPERTS AND CONSULT-
ANTS 

Pub. L. 91–186, Dec. 30, 1969, 83 Stat. 849, authorized 
the appropriation of such sums as may be necessary for 
the expenses of the Office of Intergovernmental Rela-
tions, established by Ex. Ord. No. 11455, formerly set 
out above, prescribed the compensation of the Director 
of the Office, and authorized the Director to appoint 
such personnel as he deems necessary and to obtain the 
services of experts and consultants. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 12303 

Ex. Ord. No. 12303, Apr. 8, 1981, 46 F.R. 21341, which es-
tablished the Presidential Advisory Committee on Fed-

eralism and provided for its membership, functions, 
etc., was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 12399, § 4(e), Dec. 31, 
1982, 48 F.R. 380, formerly set out as a note under sec-
tion 14 of the Federal Advisory Committee Act in the 
Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees. 

§ 4272. Declaration of purpose 

Because the complexity of modern life intensi-
fies the need in a federal form of government for 
the fullest cooperation and coordination of ac-
tivities between the levels of government, and 
because population growth and scientific devel-
opments portend an increasingly complex soci-
ety in future years, it is essential that an appro-
priate agency be established to give continuing 
attention to intergovernmental problems. 

It is intended that the Commission, in the per-
formance of its duties, will— 

(1) bring together representatives of the Fed-
eral, State, and local governments for the con-
sideration of common problems; 

(2) provide a forum for discussing the admin-
istration and coordination of Federal grant 
and other programs requiring intergovern-
mental cooperation; 

(3) give critical attention to the conditions 
and controls involved in the administration of 
Federal grant programs; 

(4) make available technical assistance to 
the executive and legislative branches of the 
Federal Government in the review of proposed 
legislation to determine its overall effect on 
the Federal system; 

(5) encourage discussion and study at an 
early stage of emerging public problems that 
are likely to require intergovernmental co-
operation; 

(6) recommend, within the framework of the 
Constitution, the most desirable allocation of 
governmental functions, responsibilities, and 
revenues among the several levels of govern-
ment; and 

(7) recommend methods of coordinating and 
simplifying tax laws and administrative prac-
tices to achieve a more orderly and less com-
petitive fiscal relationship between the levels 
of government and to reduce the burden of 
compliance for taxpayers. 

(Pub. L. 86–380, § 2, Sept. 24, 1959, 73 Stat. 703.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 2372 of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 4273. Membership of Commission; appointment 
of members; term 

(a) Number of members; appointment; qualifica-
tions 

The Commission shall be composed of twenty- 
six members, as follows: 

(1) Six appointed by the President of the 
United States, three of whom shall be officers 
of the executive branch of the Government, 
and three private citizens, all of whom shall 
have had experience or familiarity with rela-
tions between the levels of government; 

(2) Three appointed by the President of the 
Senate, who shall be Members of the Senate; 
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(3) Three appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, who shall be Mem-
bers of the House; 

(4) Four appointed by the President from a 
panel of at least eight Governors submitted by 
the Governors’ Conference; 

(5) Three appointed by the President from a 
panel of at least six members of State legisla-
tive bodies submitted by the board of man-
agers of the Council of State Governments; 

(6) Four appointed by the President from a 
panel of at least eight mayors submitted joint-
ly by the National League of Cities and the 
United States Conference of Mayors; and 

(7) Three appointed by the President from a 
panel of at least six elected county officers 
submitted by the National Association of 
Counties. 

(b) Political and geographical composition 

The members appointed from private life 
under paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of this sec-
tion shall be appointed without regard to politi-
cal affiliation; of each class of members enumer-
ated in paragraphs (2) and (3) of subsection (a) of 
this section, two shall be from the majority 
party of the respective houses; of each class of 
members enumerated in paragraphs (4), (5), (6), 
and (7) of subsection (a) of this section, not more 
than two shall be from any one political party; 
of each class of members enumerated in para-
graphs (5), (6) and (7) of subsection (a) of this 
section, not more than one shall be from any 
one State; at least two of the appointees under 
paragraph (6) of subsection (a) of this section 
shall be from cities under five hundred thousand 
population. 

(c) Term of office; reappointment; period of serv-
ice 

The term of office of each member of the Com-
mission shall be two years; members shall be eli-
gible for reappointment; and, except as provided 
in section 4274(d) of this title, members shall 
serve until their successors are appointed. 

(Pub. L. 86–380, § 3, Sept. 24, 1959, 73 Stat. 704; 
Pub. L. 89–733, §§ 1, 2, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1162.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 2373 of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1966—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 89–733, § 1, substituted 
‘‘National League of Cities’’ for ‘‘American Municipal 
Association’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 89–733, § 1, substituted ‘‘Na-
tional Association of Counties’’ for ‘‘National Associa-
tion of County Officials’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 89–733, § 2, inserted provision that 
members shall serve until their successors are ap-
pointed, except as provided in section 4274(d) of this 
title. 

§ 4274. Organization of Commission 

(a) Initial meeting 

The President shall convene the Commission 
within ninety days following September 24, 1959 
at such time and place as he may designate for 
the Commission’s initial meeting. 

(b) Chairman and Vice Chairman 

The President shall designate a Chairman and 
a Vice Chairman from among members of the 
Commission. 

(c) Vacancies in membership 

Any vacancy in the membership of the Com-
mission shall be filed in the same manner in 
which the original appointment was made; ex-
cept that where the number of vacancies is 
fewer than the number of members specified in 
paragraphs (4), (5), (6), and (7) of section 4273(a) 
of this title, each panel of names submitted in 
accordance with the aforementioned paragraphs 
shall contain at least two names for each va-
cancy. 

(d) Termination of service in official position 
from which originally appointed 

Where any member ceases to serve in the offi-
cial position from which originally appointed 
under section 4273(a) of this title, his place on 
the Commission shall be deemed to be vacant. 

(e) Quorum 

Thirteen members of the Commission shall 
constitute a quorum, but two or more members 
shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of 
conducting hearings. 

(Pub. L. 86–380, § 4, Sept. 24, 1959, 73 Stat. 705.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 2374 of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 4275. Duties of Commission 

It shall be the duty of the Commission— 
(1) to engage in such activities and to make 

such studies and investigations as are nec-
essary or desirable in the accomplishment of 
the purposes set forth in section 4272 of this 
title; 

(2) to consider, on its own initiative, ways 
and means for fostering better relations be-
tween the levels of government; 

(3) to submit an annual report to the Presi-
dent and the Congress on or before January 31 
of each year. The Commission may also sub-
mit such additional reports to the President, 
to the Congress or any committee of the Con-
gress, and to any unit of government or orga-
nization as the Commission may deem appro-
priate. 

(Pub. L. 86–380, § 5, Sept. 24, 1959, 73 Stat. 705.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 2375 of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
in cl. (3) of this section relating to submittal of an an-
nual report to Congress, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 
104–66, as amended, set out as a note under section 1113 
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