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subsection. To the maximum extent practicable, and 
without compromising national security, each agency 
shall strive to comply with the purposes, goals, and im-
plementation steps in this order. 

(e) The head of an agency may submit to the Presi-
dent, through the CEQ Chair, a request for an exemp-
tion of an agency activity, and related personnel, re-
sources, and facilities, from this order. 

SEC. 19. Definitions. As used in this order: 
(a) ‘‘absolute greenhouse gas emissions’’ means total 

greenhouse gas emissions without normalization for ac-
tivity levels and includes any allowable consideration 
of sequestration; 

(b) ‘‘agency’’ means an executive agency as defined in 
section 105 of title 5, United States Code, excluding the 
Government Accountability Office; 

(c) ‘‘alternative fuel vehicle’’ means vehicles defined 
by section 301 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 13211), and otherwise includes elec-
tric fueled vehicles, hybrid electric vehicles, plug-in 
hybrid electric vehicles, dedicated alternative fuel ve-
hicles, dual fueled alternative fuel vehicles, qualified 
fuel cell motor vehicles, advanced lean burn technology 
motor vehicles, self-propelled vehicles such as bicycles 
and any other alternative fuel vehicles that are defined 
by statute; 

(d) ‘‘construction and demolition materials and de-
bris’’ means materials and debris generated during con-
struction, renovation, demolition, or dismantling of all 
structures and buildings and associated infrastructure; 

(e) ‘‘divert’’ and ‘‘diverting’’ means redirecting mate-
rials that might otherwise be placed in the waste 
stream to recycling or recovery, excluding diversion to 
waste-to-energy facilities; 

(f) ‘‘energy intensity’’ means energy consumption per 
square foot of building space, including industrial or 
laboratory facilities; 

(g) ‘‘environmental’’ means environmental aspects of 
internal agency operations and activities, including 
those aspects related to energy and transportation 
functions; 

(h) ‘‘excluded vehicles and equipment’’ means any ve-
hicle, vessel, aircraft, or non-road equipment owned or 
operated by an agency of the Federal Government that 
is used in: 

(i) combat support, combat service support, tactical 
or relief operations, or training for such operations; 

(ii) Federal law enforcement (including protective 
service and investigation); 

(iii) emergency response (including fire and rescue); 
or 

(iv) spaceflight vehicles (including associated 
ground-support equipment); 
(i) ‘‘greenhouse gases’’ means carbon dioxide, meth-

ane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, 
perfluorocarbons, and sulfur hexafluoride; 

(j) ‘‘renewable energy’’ means energy produced by 
solar, wind, biomass, landfill gas, ocean (including 
tidal, wave, current, and thermal), geothermal, munici-
pal solid waste, or new hydroelectric generation capac-
ity achieved from increased efficiency or additions of 
new capacity at an existing hydroelectric project; 

(k) ‘‘scope 1, 2, and 3’’ mean; 
(i) scope 1: direct greenhouse gas emissions from 

sources that are owned or controlled by the Federal 
agency; 

(ii) scope 2: direct greenhouse gas emissions result-
ing from the generation of electricity, heat, or steam 
purchased by a Federal agency; and 

(iii) scope 3: greenhouse gas emissions from sources 
not owned or directly controlled by a Federal agency 
but related to agency activities such as vendor supply 
chains, delivery services, and employee travel and 
commuting; 
(l) ‘‘sustainability’’ and ‘‘sustainable’’ mean to create 

and maintain conditions, under which humans and na-
ture can exist in productive harmony, that permit ful-
filling the social, economic, and other requirements of 
present and future generations; 

(m) ‘‘United States’’ means the fifty States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 

Guam, American Samoa, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, and the Northern Mariana Islands, and associ-
ated territorial waters and airspace; 

(n) ‘‘water consumption intensity’’ means water con-
sumption per square foot of building space; and 

(o) ‘‘zero-net-energy building’’ means a building that 
is designed, constructed, and operated to require a 
greatly reduced quantity of energy to operate, meet the 
balance of energy needs from sources of energy that do 
not produce greenhouse gases, and therefore result in 
no net emissions of greenhouse gases and be economi-
cally viable. 

SEC. 20. General Provisions. 
(a) This order shall be implemented in a manner con-

sistent with applicable law and subject to the availabil-
ity of appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair 
or otherwise affect the functions of the OMB Director 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative 
proposals. 

(c) This order is intended only to improve the inter-
nal management of the Federal Government and is not 
intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity by any party against the United States, its depart-
ments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or 
agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

SUBCHAPTER I—POLICIES AND GOALS 

§ 4331. Congressional declaration of national en-
vironmental policy 

(a) The Congress, recognizing the profound im-
pact of man’s activity on the interrelations of 
all components of the natural environment, par-
ticularly the profound influences of population 
growth, high-density urbanization, industrial 
expansion, resource exploitation, and new and 
expanding technological advances and recogniz-
ing further the critical importance of restoring 
and maintaining environmental quality to the 
overall welfare and development of man, de-
clares that it is the continuing policy of the 
Federal Government, in cooperation with State 
and local governments, and other concerned 
public and private organizations, to use all prac-
ticable means and measures, including financial 
and technical assistance, in a manner calculated 
to foster and promote the general welfare, to 
create and maintain conditions under which 
man and nature can exist in productive har-
mony, and fulfill the social, economic, and other 
requirements of present and future generations 
of Americans. 

(b) In order to carry out the policy set forth in 
this chapter, it is the continuing responsibility 
of the Federal Government to use all practicable 
means, consistent with other essential consider-
ations of national policy, to improve and coordi-
nate Federal plans, functions, programs, and re-
sources to the end that the Nation may— 

(1) fulfill the responsibilities of each genera-
tion as trustee of the environment for succeed-
ing generations; 

(2) assure for all Americans safe, healthful, 
productive, and esthetically and culturally 
pleasing surroundings; 

(3) attain the widest range of beneficial uses 
of the environment without degradation, risk 
to health or safety, or other undesirable and 
unintended consequences; 

(4) preserve important historic, cultural, and 
natural aspects of our national heritage, and 
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maintain, wherever possible, an environment 
which supports diversity and variety of indi-
vidual choice; 

(5) achieve a balance between population and 
resource use which will permit high standards 
of living and a wide sharing of life’s amenities; 
and 

(6) enhance the quality of renewable re-
sources and approach the maximum attainable 
recycling of depletable resources. 

(c) The Congress recognizes that each person 
should enjoy a healthful environment and that 
each person has a responsibility to contribute to 
the preservation and enhancement of the envi-
ronment. 

(Pub. L. 91–190, title I, § 101, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat. 
852.) 

COMMISSION ON POPULATION GROWTH AND THE 
AMERICAN FUTURE 

Pub. L. 91–213, §§ 1–9, Mar. 16, 1970, 84 Stat. 67–69, es-
tablished the Commission on Population Growth and 
the American Future to conduct and sponsor such stud-
ies and research and make such recommendations as 
might be necessary to provide information and edu-
cation to all levels of government in the United States, 
and to our people regarding a broad range of problems 
associated with population growth and their implica-
tions for America’s future; prescribed the composition 
of the Commission; provided for the appointment of its 
members, and the designation of a Chairman and Vice 
Chairman; required a majority of the members of the 
Commission to constitute a quorum, but allowed a less-
er number to conduct hearings; prescribed the com-
pensation of members of the Commission; required the 
Commission to conduct an inquiry into certain pre-
scribed aspects of population growth in the United 
States and its foreseeable social consequences; provided 
for the appointment of an Executive Director and other 
personnel and prescribed their compensation; author-
ized the Commission to enter into contracts with pub-
lic agencies, private firms, institutions, and individuals 
for the conduct of research and surveys, the prepara-
tion of reports, and other activities necessary to the 
discharge of its duties, and to request from any Federal 
department or agency any information and assistance 
it deems necessary to carry out its functions; required 
the General Services Administration to provide admin-
istrative services for the Commission on a reimburs-
able basis; required the Commission to submit an in-
terim report to the President and the Congress one 
year after it was established and to submit its final re-
port two years after Mar. 16, 1970; terminated the Com-
mission sixty days after the date of the submission of 
its final report; and authorized to be appropriated, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, such amounts as might be necessary to carry 
out the provisions of Pub. L. 91–213. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 11507 

Ex. Ord. No. 11507, eff. Feb. 4, 1970, 35 F.R. 2573, which 
related to prevention, control, and abatement of air 
and water pollution at federal facilities was superseded 
by Ex. Ord. No. 11752, eff. Dec. 17, 1973, 38 F.R. 34793, for-
merly set out below. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 11752 

Ex. Ord. No. 11752, Dec. 17, 1973, 38 F.R. 34793, which 
related to the prevention, control, and abatement of 
environmental pollution at Federal facilities, was re-
voked by Ex. Ord. No. 12088, Oct. 13, 1978, 43 F.R. 47707, 
set out as a note under section 4321 of this title. 

§ 4332. Cooperation of agencies; reports; avail-
ability of information; recommendations; 
international and national coordination of 
efforts 

The Congress authorizes and directs that, to 
the fullest extent possible: (1) the policies, regu-
lations, and public laws of the United States 
shall be interpreted and administered in accord-
ance with the policies set forth in this chapter, 
and (2) all agencies of the Federal Government 
shall— 

(A) utilize a systematic, interdisciplinary 
approach which will insure the integrated use 
of the natural and social sciences and the en-
vironmental design arts in planning and in de-
cisionmaking which may have an impact on 
man’s environment; 

(B) identify and develop methods and proce-
dures, in consultation with the Council on En-
vironmental Quality established by sub-
chapter II of this chapter, which will insure 
that presently unquantified environmental 
amenities and values may be given appro-
priate consideration in decisionmaking along 
with economic and technical considerations; 

(C) include in every recommendation or re-
port on proposals for legislation and other 
major Federal actions significantly affecting 
the quality of the human environment, a de-
tailed statement by the responsible official 
on— 

(i) the environmental impact of the pro-
posed action, 

(ii) any adverse environmental effects 
which cannot be avoided should the proposal 
be implemented, 

(iii) alternatives to the proposed action, 
(iv) the relationship between local short- 

term uses of man’s environment and the 
maintenance and enhancement of long-term 
productivity, and 

(v) any irreversible and irretrievable com-
mitments of resources which would be in-
volved in the proposed action should it be 
implemented. 

Prior to making any detailed statement, the 
responsible Federal official shall consult with 
and obtain the comments of any Federal agen-
cy which has jurisdiction by law or special ex-
pertise with respect to any environmental im-
pact involved. Copies of such statement and 
the comments and views of the appropriate 
Federal, State, and local agencies, which are 
authorized to develop and enforce environ-
mental standards, shall be made available to 
the President, the Council on Environmental 
Quality and to the public as provided by sec-
tion 552 of title 5, and shall accompany the 
proposal through the existing agency review 
processes; 

(D) Any detailed statement required under 
subparagraph (C) after January 1, 1970, for any 
major Federal action funded under a program 
of grants to States shall not be deemed to be 
legally insufficient solely by reason of having 
been prepared by a State agency or official, if: 

(i) the State agency or official has state-
wide jurisdiction and has the responsibility 
for such action, 

(ii) the responsible Federal official fur-
nishes guidance and participates in such 
preparation, 
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