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Section was enacted as part of the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development, 
and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 1997, and 
not as part of the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–276, which directed the insertion of 
‘‘or reimbursed’’ after ‘‘that such fund shall be paid in 
advance’’, was executed by making the insertion after 
‘‘That such fund shall be paid in advance’’, to reflect 
the probable intent of Congress. 

1997—Pub. L. 105–65 substituted ‘‘a ‘Working capital 
fund’ to be available without fiscal year limitation for 
expenses and equipment’’ for ‘‘a franchise fund pilot to 
be known as the ‘Working capital fund’, as authorized 
by section 403 of Public Law 103–356, to be available as 
provided in such section for expenses and equipment’’ 
and struck out proviso at end which read ‘‘: Provided 

further, That such franchise fund pilot shall terminate 
pursuant to section 403(f) of Public Law 103–356’’. 

§ 4370f. Availability of funds after expiration of 
period for liquidating obligations 

For fiscal year 2001 and thereafter, the obli-
gated balances of sums available in multiple- 
year appropriations accounts shall remain avail-
able through the seventh fiscal year after their 
period of availability has expired for liquidating 
obligations made during the period of availabil-
ity. 

(Pub. L. 106–377, § 1(a)(1) [title III], Oct. 27, 2000, 
114 Stat. 1441, 1441A–44.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development, 
and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001, and 
not as part of the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 which comprises this chapter. 

§ 4370g. Availability of funds for uniforms and 
certain services 

For fiscal year 2009 and thereafter, the Science 
and Technology and Environmental Programs 
and Management Accounts are available for uni-
forms, or allowances therefore, as authorized by 
sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5 and for services 
as authorized by section 3109 of title 5, but at 
rates for individuals not to exceed the daily 
equivalent of the rate paid for level IV of the 
Executive Schedule. 

(Pub. L. 111–8, div. E, title II, Mar. 11, 2009, 123 
Stat. 728.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Level IV of the Executive Schedule, referred to in 
text, is set out under section 5315 of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Department of the 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2009, and also as part of the Omnibus Ap-
propriations Act, 2009, and not as part of the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 which comprises this 
chapter. 

§ 4370h. Availability of funds for facilities 

For fiscal year 2009 and thereafter, the Science 
and Technology, Environmental Programs and 
Management, Office of Inspector General, Haz-
ardous Substance Superfund, and Leaking Un-

derground Storage Tank Trust Fund Program 
Accounts, are available for the construction, al-
teration, repair, rehabilitation, and renovation 
of facilities provided that the cost does not ex-
ceed $85,000 per project. 

(Pub. L. 111–8, div. E, title II, Mar. 11, 2009, 123 
Stat. 729.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Department of the 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2009, and also as part of the Omnibus Ap-
propriations Act, 2009, and not as part of the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 which comprises this 
chapter. 

CHAPTER 56—ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
IMPROVEMENT 

Sec. 

4371. Congressional findings, declarations, and pur-
poses. 

4372. Office of Environmental Quality. 
4373. Referral of Environmental Quality Reports to 

standing committees having jurisdiction. 
4374. Authorization of appropriations. 
4375. Office of Environmental Quality Management 

Fund. 

§ 4371. Congressional findings, declarations, and 
purposes 

(a) The Congress finds— 
(1) that man has caused changes in the envi-

ronment; 
(2) that many of these changes may affect 

the relationship between man and his environ-
ment; and 

(3) that population increases and urban con-
centration contribute directly to pollution 
and the degradation of our environment. 

(b)(1) The Congress declares that there is a na-
tional policy for the environment which pro-
vides for the enhancement of environmental 
quality. This policy is evidenced by statutes 
heretofore enacted relating to the prevention, 
abatement, and control of environmental pollu-
tion, water and land resources, transportation, 
and economic and regional development. 

(2) The primary responsibility for implement-
ing this policy rests with State and local gov-
ernment. 

(3) The Federal Government encourages and 
supports implementation of this policy through 
appropriate regional organizations established 
under existing law. 

(c) The purposes of this chapter are— 
(1) to assure that each Federal department 

and agency conducting or supporting public 
works activities which affect the environment 
shall implement the policies established under 
existing law; and 

(2) to authorize an Office of Environmental 
Quality, which, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, shall provide the professional 
and administrative staff for the Council on 
Environmental Quality established by Public 
Law 91–190. 

(Pub. L. 91–224, title II, § 202, Apr. 3, 1970, 84 Stat. 
114.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Public Law 91–190, referred to in subsec. (c)(2), is Pub. 
L. 91–190, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat. 852, as amended, known 
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