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lives, prevent human suffering, or mitigate se-
vere damage, which may be provided in the ab-
sence of a specific request and in which case 
the President— 

(A) shall, to the fullest extent practicable, 
promptly notify and coordinate with a State 
in which such assistance or support is pro-
vided; and 

(B) shall not, in notifying and coordi-
nating with a State under subparagraph (A), 
delay or impede the rapid deployment, use, 
and distribution of critical resources to vic-
tims of an emergency. 

(b) General 

Whenever the Federal assistance provided 
under subsection (a) of this section with respect 
to an emergency is inadequate, the President 
may also provide assistance with respect to ef-
forts to save lives, protect property and public 
health and safety, and lessen or avert the threat 
of a catastrophe, including precautionary evacu-
ations. 

(c) Guidelines 

The President shall promulgate and maintain 
guidelines to assist Governors in requesting the 
declaration of an emergency in advance of a nat-
ural or man-made disaster (including for the 
purpose of seeking assistance with special needs 
and other evacuation efforts) under this section 
by defining the types of assistance available to 
affected States and the circumstances under 
which such requests are likely to be approved. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title V, § 502, as added Pub. L. 
100–707, title I, § 107(a), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4706; amended Pub. L. 106–390, title II, § 206(b), 
Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1570; Pub. L. 109–295, title 
VI, § 681(b), Oct. 4, 2006, 120 Stat. 1444.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–295, § 681(b)(1)(A), in-
serted ‘‘, including precautionary evacuations’’ before 
semicolon at end. 

Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 109–295, § 681(b)(1)(B)–(D), added 
par. (8). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–295, § 681(b)(2), inserted 
‘‘, including precautionary evacuations’’ before period 
at end. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–295, § 681(b)(3), added subsec. 
(c). 

2000—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 106–390 struck out ‘‘tem-
porary housing’’ after ‘‘provide’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–390 effective 18 months 
after Oct. 30, 2000, see section 206(d) of Pub. L. 106–390, 
set out as a note under section 5174 of this title. 

§ 5193. Amount of assistance 

(a) Federal share 

The Federal share for assistance provided 
under this subchapter shall be equal to not less 
than 75 percent of the eligible costs. 

(b) Limit on amount of assistance 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), total as-
sistance provided under this subchapter for a 
single emergency shall not exceed $5,000,000. 

(2) Additional assistance 

The limitation described in paragraph (1) 
may be exceeded when the President deter-
mines that— 

(A) continued emergency assistance is im-
mediately required; 

(B) there is a continuing and immediate 
risk to lives, property, public health or safe-
ty; and 

(C) necessary assistance will not otherwise 
be provided on a timely basis. 

(3) Report 

Whenever the limitation described in para-
graph (1) is exceeded, the President shall re-
port to the Congress on the nature and extent 
of emergency assistance requirements and 
shall propose additional legislation if nec-
essary. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title V, § 503, as added Pub. L. 
100–707, title I, § 107(a), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4707.) 

SUBCHAPTER IV–B—EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS 

§ 5195. Declaration of policy 

The purpose of this subchapter is to provide a 
system of emergency preparedness for the pro-
tection of life and property in the United States 
from hazards and to vest responsibility for 
emergency preparedness jointly in the Federal 
Government and the States and their political 
subdivisions. The Congress recognizes that the 
organizational structure established jointly by 
the Federal Government and the States and 
their political subdivisions for emergency pre-
paredness purposes can be effectively utilized to 
provide relief and assistance to people in areas 
of the United States struck by a hazard. The 
Federal Government shall provide necessary di-
rection, coordination, and guidance, and shall 
provide necessary assistance, as authorized in 
this subchapter so that a comprehensive emer-
gency preparedness system exists for all haz-
ards. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title VI, § 601, as added Pub. L. 
103–337, div. C, title XXXIV, § 3411(a)(3), Oct. 5, 
1994, 108 Stat. 3100.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 2251 of Title 50, Appendix, War and 
National Defense, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103–337, 
§ 3412(a). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of all functions, personnel, assets, com-
ponents, authorities, grant programs, and liabilities of 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including 
the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-
gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1) 
of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and 
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

MULTIHAZARD PREPAREDNESS AND MITIGATION 

Pub. L. 106–74, title III, Oct. 20, 1999, 113 Stat. 1086, as 
amended by Pub. L. 109–295, title VI, § 612(c), Oct. 4, 
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