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(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title X, § 1006, as added Pub. 
L. 91–572, § 6(c), Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1507; 
amended Pub. L. 94–63, title II, § 204(c), (d), July 
29, 1975, 89 Stat. 308; Pub. L. 95–613, § 1(a)(2), Nov. 
8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3093.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1978—Pub. L. 95–613 added subsec. (d). 
1975—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–63, § 204(c), inserted pro-

visions relating to amount of grants authorized pursu-
ant to sections of this subchapter. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94–63, § 204(d), inserted provision 
relating to economic status as part of the criteria to be 
included within definition of ‘‘low-income family’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–63 effective July 1, 1975, see 
section 608 of Pub. L. 94–63, set out as a note under sec-
tion 247b of this title. 

§ 300a–5. Voluntary participation by individuals; 
participation not prerequisite for eligibility 
or receipt of other services and information 

The acceptance by any individual of family 
planning services or family planning or popu-
lation growth information (including edu-
cational materials) provided through financial 
assistance under this subchapter (whether by 
grant or contract) shall be voluntary and shall 
not be a prerequisite to eligibility for or receipt 
of any other service or assistance from, or to 
participation in, any other program of the en-
tity or individual that provided such service or 
information. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title X, § 1007, as added Pub. 
L. 91–572, § 6(c), Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1508.) 

§ 300a–6. Prohibition against funding programs 
using abortion as family planning method 

None of the funds appropriated under this sub-
chapter shall be used in programs where abor-
tion is a method of family planning. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title X, § 1008, as added Pub. 
L. 91–572, § 6(c), Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1508.) 

§ 300a–6a. Repealed. Pub. L. 105–362, title VI, 
§ 601(a)(1)(G), Nov. 10, 1998, 112 Stat. 3285 

Section, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title X, § 1009, as 
added Pub. L. 94–63, title II, § 203(a), July 29, 1975, 89 
Stat. 307; amended Pub. L. 96–88, title V, § 509(b), Oct. 
17, 1979, 93 Stat. 695; Pub. L. 104–66, title I, § 1062(c), Dec. 
21, 1995, 109 Stat. 720, related to plans and reports con-
cerning family planning services. 

§ 300a–7. Sterilization or abortion 

(a) Omitted 

(b) Prohibition of public officials and public au-
thorities from imposition of certain require-
ments contrary to religious beliefs or moral 
convictions 

The receipt of any grant, contract, loan, or 
loan guarantee under the Public Health Service 
Act [42 U.S.C. 201 et seq.], the Community Men-
tal Health Centers Act [42 U.S.C. 2689 et seq.], or 
the Developmental Disabilities Services and Fa-
cilities Construction Act [42 U.S.C. 6000 et seq.] 
by any individual or entity does not authorize 
any court or any public official or other public 
authority to require— 

(1) such individual to perform or assist in 
the performance of any sterilization procedure 
or abortion if his performance or assistance in 
the performance of such procedure or abortion 
would be contrary to his religious beliefs or 
moral convictions; or 

(2) such entity to— 
(A) make its facilities available for the 

performance of any sterilization procedure 
or abortion if the performance of such proce-
dure or abortion in such facilities is prohib-
ited by the entity on the basis of religious 
beliefs or moral convictions, or 

(B) provide any personnel for the perform-
ance or assistance in the performance of any 
sterilization procedure or abortion if the 
performance or assistance in the perform-
ance of such procedures or abortion by such 
personnel would be contrary to the religious 
beliefs or moral convictions of such person-
nel. 

(c) Discrimination prohibition 

(1) No entity which receives a grant, contract, 
loan, or loan guarantee under the Public Health 
Service Act [42 U.S.C. 201 et seq.], the Commu-
nity Mental Health Centers Act [42 U.S.C. 2689 et 
seq.], or the Developmental Disabilities Services 
and Facilities Construction Act [42 U.S.C. 6000 et 
seq.] after June 18, 1973, may— 

(A) discriminate in the employment, pro-
motion, or termination of employment of any 
physician or other health care personnel, or 

(B) discriminate in the extension of staff or 
other privileges to any physician or other 
health care personnel, 

because he performed or assisted in the perform-
ance of a lawful sterilization procedure or abor-
tion, because he refused to perform or assist in 
the performance of such a procedure or abortion 
on the grounds that his performance or assist-
ance in the performance of the procedure or 
abortion would be contrary to his religious be-
liefs or moral convictions, or because of his reli-
gious beliefs or moral convictions respecting 
sterilization procedures or abortions. 

(2) No entity which receives after July 12, 1974, 
a grant or contract for biomedical or behavioral 
research under any program administered by the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services may— 

(A) discriminate in the employment, pro-
motion, or termination of employment of any 
physician or other health care personnel, or 

(B) discriminate in the extension of staff or 
other privileges to any physician or other 
health care personnel, 

because he performed or assisted in the perform-
ance of any lawful health service or research ac-
tivity, because he refused to perform or assist in 
the performance of any such service or activity 
on the grounds that his performance or assist-
ance in the performance of such service or activ-
ity would be contrary to his religious beliefs or 
moral convictions, or because of his religious be-
liefs or moral convictions respecting any such 
service or activity. 

(d) Individual rights respecting certain require-
ments contrary to religious beliefs or moral 
convictions 

No individual shall be required to perform or 
assist in the performance of any part of a health 
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