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group of similarly situated beneficiaries, such coverage
shall also be modified in the same manner for all indi-
viduals who are qualified beneficiaries under the plan
pursuant to this part in connection with such group.”’

Par. (2)(A). Pub. L. 99-514, §1895(d)(2)(C), amended
subpar. (A) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (A)
read as follows: ‘““MAXIMUM PERIOD.—In the case of—

‘(i) a qualifying event described in section
300bb-3(2) of this title (relating to terminations and
reduced hours), the date which is 18 months after the
date of the qualifying event, and

‘(ii) any qualifying event not described in clause
(i), the date which is 36 months after the date of the
qualifying event.”

Par. (2)(C). Pub. L. 99-514, §1895(d)(3)(C), inserted at
end ‘‘The payment of any premium (other than any
payment referred to in the last sentence of paragraph
(3)) shall be considered to be timely if made within 30
days after the date due or within such longer period as
applies to or under the plan.”’

Par. (2)(D). Pub. L. 99-514, §1895(d)(4)(C)(ii), (iii), sub-
stituted ‘‘Group health plan coverage’ for ‘‘Reemploy-
ment” in heading, added cl. (i), and struck out former
cl. (i) which read as follows: ‘‘a covered employee under
any other group health plan, or’’.

Par. (2)(E). Pub. L. 99-514, §1895(d)(4)(C)(1), struck out
subpar. (E), remarriage of spouse, which read as fol-
lows: ““In the case of an individual who is a qualified
beneficiary by reason of being the spouse of a covered
employee, the date on which the beneficiary remarries
and becomes covered under a group health plan.”’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 112-40 applicable to periods of
coverage which would (without regard to the amend-
ments made by section 243 of Pub. L. 112-40) end on or
after the date which is 30 days after Oct. 21, 2011, see
section 243(b) of Pub. L. 112-40, set out as a note under
section 4980B of Title 26, Internal Revenue Code.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 111-344 applicable to periods
of coverage which would (without regard to such
amendment) end on or after Dec. 31, 2010, see section
116(d) of Pub. L. 111-344, set out as a note under section
4980B of Title 26, Internal Revenue Code.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT

Except as otherwise provided and subject to certain
applicability provisions, amendment by Pub. L. 111-5
effective upon the expiration of the 90-day period begin-
ning on Feb. 17, 2009, see section 1891 of Pub. L. 111-5,
set out as an Effective and Termination Dates of 2009
Amendment note under section 2271 of Title 19, Cus-
toms Duties.

Amendment by Pub. L. 111-5 applicable to periods of
coverage which would (without regard to amendment
by Pub. L. 111-5) end on or after Feb. 17, 2009, see sec-
tion 1899F(d) of Pub. L. 111-5, set out as a note under
section 4980B of Title 26, Internal Revenue Code.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENTS

Amendment by Pub. L. 104-191 effective Jan. 1, 1997,
regardless of whether the qualifying event occurred be-
fore, on, or after such date, see section 421(d) of Pub. L.
104-191, set out as a note under section 4980B of Title 26,
Internal Revenue Code.

Amendment by Pub. L. 104-188 applicable to plan
years beginning after Dec. 31, 1989, see section 1704(g)(2)
of Pub. L. 104-188, set out as a note under section 4980B
of Title 26.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 101-239, title VI, §6702(d), 103 Stat. 2296, pro-
vided that: “The amendments made by this section
[amending this section and section 300bb-6 of this title]
shall apply to plan years beginning on or after the date
of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 19, 1989], regardless
of whether the qualifying event occurred before, on, or
after such date.”
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Pub. L. 101-239, title VI, §6801(b)(1)(B), 103 Stat. 2297,
provided that: “The amendments made by this para-
graph [amending this section] shall apply to plan years
beginning after December 31, 1989.”’

Pub. L. 101-239, title VI, §6801(b)(2)(B), 103 Stat. 2297,
provided that: ‘“The amendments made by subpara-
graph (A) [amending this section] shall apply to—

‘(i) qualifying events occurring after December 31,

1989, and

‘(i) in the case of qualified beneficiaries who elect-
ed continuation coverage after December 31, 1988, the
period for which the required premium was paid (or
was attempted to be paid but was rejected as such).”

Pub. L. 101-239, title VI, §6801(b)(3)(B), 103 Stat. 2297,
provided that: ‘“The amendment made by subparagraph
(A) [amending this section] shall apply to plan years
beginning after December 31, 1989.”’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 99-514 effective, except as
otherwise provided, as if included in enactment of the
Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1985, Pub. L. 99-272, see section 1895(e) of Pub. L. 99-514,

set out as a note under section 162 of Title 26, Internal
Revenue Code.

PLAN AMENDMENTS NOT REQUIRED UNTIL
JANUARY 1, 1989

For provisions directing that if any amendments
made by subtitle A or subtitle C of title XI [§§1101-1147
and 1171-1177] or title XVIII [§§1800-1899A] of Pub. L.
99-514 require an amendment to any plan, such plan
amendment shall not be required to be made before the
first plan year beginning on or after Jan. 1, 1989, see
section 1140 of Pub. L. 99-514, as amended, set out as a
note under section 401 of Title 26, Internal Revenue
Code.

§ 300bb-3. Qualifying event

For purposes of this subchapter, the term
“qualifying event’” means, with respect to any
covered employee, any of the following events
which, but for the continuation coverage re-
quired under this subchapter, would result in
the loss of coverage of a qualified beneficiary:

(1) The death of the covered employee.

(2) The termination (other than by reason of
such employee’s gross misconduct), or reduc-
tion of hours, of the covered employee’s em-
ployment.

(3) The divorce or legal separation of the
covered employee from the employee’s spouse.

(4) The covered employee becoming entitled
to benefits under title XVIII of the Social Se-
curity Act [42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.].

(5) A dependent child ceasing to be a depend-
ent child under the generally applicable re-
quirements of the plan.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXII, §2203, as added
Pub. L. 99-272, title X, §10003(a), Apr. 7, 1986, 100
Stat. 234.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Social Security Act, referred to in par. (4), is act
Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620, as amended. Title
XVIII of the Social Security Act is classified generally
to subchapter XVIII (§1395 et seq.) of chapter 7 of this
title. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see section 1305 of this title and Tables.

§ 300bb—4. Applicable premium
For purposes of this subchapter—
(1) In general

The term ‘‘applicable premium’ means, with
respect to any period of continuation coverage
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