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(1) estimates of the consumption, expendi-
tures, and average price per gallon of heating 
oil and propane and thousand cubic feet of 
natural gas for the upcoming period of October 
through March for various weather conditions, 
with special attention to extreme weather, 
and various regions of the country; 

(2) an evaluation of— 
(A) global and regional crude oil and re-

fined product supplies; 
(B) the adequacy and utilization of refin-

ery capacity; 
(C) the adequacy, utilization, and distribu-

tion of regional refined product storage ca-
pacity; 

(D) weather conditions; 
(E) the refined product transportation sys-

tem; 
(F) market inefficiencies; and 
(G) any other factor affecting the func-

tional capability of the heating oil industry 
and propane industry that has the potential 
to affect national or regional supplies and 
prices; 

(3) recommendations on steps that the Fed-
eral, State, and local governments can take to 
prevent or alleviate the impact of sharp and 
sustained increases in the price of natural gas, 
heating oil, and propane; and 

(4) recommendations on steps that compa-
nies engaged in the production, refining, stor-
age, transportation of heating oil or propane, 
or any other activity related to the heating oil 
industry or propane industry, can take to pre-
vent or alleviate the impact of sharp and sus-
tained increases in the price of heating oil and 
propane. 

(c) Information requests 

The Secretary may request information nec-
essary to prepare the Home Heating Readiness 
Report from companies described in subsection 
(b)(4) of this section. 

(Pub. L. 94–163, title I, § 108, as added Pub. L. 
106–469, title VI, § 605(a), Nov. 9, 2000, 114 Stat. 
2042.) 

§ 6217. Scientific inventory of oil and gas re-
serves 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of the Interior, in consultation 
with the Secretaries of Agriculture and Energy, 
shall conduct an inventory of all onshore Fed-
eral lands. The inventory shall identify— 

(1) the United States Geological Survey esti-
mates of the oil and gas resources underlying 
these lands; 

(2) the extent and nature of any restrictions 
or impediments to the development of the re-
sources, including— 

(A) impediments to the timely granting of 
leases; 

(B) post-lease restrictions, impediments, 
or delays on development for conditions of 
approval, applications for permits to drill, or 
processing of environmental permits; and 

(C) permits or restrictions associated with 
transporting the resources for entry into 
commerce; and 

(3) the quantity of resources not produced or 
introduced into commerce because of the re-
strictions. 

(b) Regular update 

Once completed, the USGS resource estimates 
and the surface availability data as provided in 
subsection (a)(2) of this section shall be regu-
larly updated and made publicly available. 

(c) Inventory 

The inventory shall be provided to the Com-
mittee on Resources of the House of Representa-
tives and to the Committee on Energy and Natu-
ral Resources of the Senate within 2 years after 
November 9, 2000. 

(d) Assessments 

Using the inventory, the Secretary of Energy 
shall make periodic assessments of economi-
cally recoverable resources accounting for a 
range of parameters such as current costs, com-
modity prices, technology, and regulations. 

(Pub. L. 106–469, title VI, § 604, Nov. 9, 2000, 114 
Stat. 2041; Pub. L. 109–58, title III, § 364(a), Aug. 
8, 2005, 119 Stat. 723.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Energy Act of 2000, 
and not as part of the Energy Policy and Conservation 
Act which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–58, § 364(a)(1)(A), 
struck out ‘‘reserve’’ before ‘‘estimates’’ and ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon. 

Subsec. (a)(2), (3). Pub. L. 109–58, § 364(a)(1)(B), added 
pars. (2) and (3) and struck out former par. (2) which 
read as follows: ‘‘the extent and nature of any restric-
tions or impediments to the development of such re-
sources.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–58, § 364(a)(2), substituted ‘‘re-
source’’ for ‘‘reserve’’ and ‘‘publicly’’ for ‘‘publically’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–58, § 364(a)(3), added subsec. (d) 
and struck out heading and text of former subsec. (d). 
Text read as follows: ‘‘There are authorized to be ap-
propriated such sums as may be necessary to imple-
ment this section.’’ 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Resources of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House 
of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

PART B—STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE 

§ 6231. Congressional finding and declaration of 
policy 

(a) The Congress finds that the storage of sub-
stantial quantities of petroleum products will 
diminish the vulnerability of the United States 
to the effects of a severe energy supply interrup-
tion, and provide limited protection from the 
short-term consequences of interruptions in sup-
plies of petroleum products. 

(b) It is the policy of the United States to pro-
vide for the creation of a Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve for the storage of up to 1 billion barrels 
of petroleum products to reduce the impact of 
disruptions in supplies of petroleum products, to 
carry out obligations of the United States under 
the international energy program, and for other 
purposes as provided for in this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 94–163, title I, § 151, Dec. 22, 1975, 89 Stat. 
881; Pub. L. 106–469, title I, § 103(4), Nov. 9, 2000, 
114 Stat. 2029.) 
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