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(14) To assure, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, that the productive capacity of pri-
vate enterprise shall be utilized in the devel-
opment and achievement of the policies and 
purposes of this chapter. 

(15) To provide for, encourage, and assist 
public participation in the development and 
enforcement of national energy programs. 

(16) To create an awareness of, and respon-
sibility for, the fuel and energy needs of rural 
and urban residents as such needs pertain to 
home heating and cooling, transportation, ag-
ricultural production, electrical generation, 
conservation, and research and development. 

(17) To foster insofar as possible the con-
tinued good health of the Nation’s small busi-
ness firms, public utility districts, municipal 
utilities, and private cooperatives involved in 
energy production, transportation, research, 
development, demonstration, marketing, and 
merchandising. 

(18) To provide for the administration of the 
functions of the Energy Research and Develop-
ment Administration related to nuclear weap-
ons and national security which are trans-
ferred to the Department by this chapter. 

(19) To ensure that the Department can con-
tinue current support of mathematics, science, 
and engineering education programs by using 
the personnel, facilities, equipment, and re-
sources of its laboratories and by working 
with State and local education agencies, insti-
tutions of higher education, and business and 
industry. The Department’s involvement in 
mathematics, science, and engineering edu-
cation should be consistent with its main mis-
sion and should be coordinated with all Fed-
eral efforts in mathematics, science, and engi-
neering education, especially with the Depart-
ment of Education and the National Science 
Foundation (which have the primary Federal 
responsibility for mathematics, science, and 
engineering education). 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title I, § 102, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
567; Pub. L. 101–510, div. C, title XXXI, § 3163, 
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1841.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in introductory provisions 
and pars. (14) and (18), was in the original ‘‘this Act’’, 
meaning Pub. L. 95–91, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 565, known 
as the Department of Energy Organization Act, which 
is classified principally to this chapter. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 7101 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–510 substituted ‘‘chapter:’’ for 
‘‘chapter—’’ in introductory provisions, capitalized the 
first letter of the first word in each of pars. (1) to (18), 
substituted a period for last semicolon in each of pars. 
(1) to (17), struck out ‘‘and’’ at end of par. (17), and 
added par. (19). 

§ 7113. Relationship with States 

Whenever any proposed action by the Depart-
ment conflicts with the energy plan of any 
State, the Department shall give due consider-
ation to the needs of such State, and where prac-
ticable, shall attempt to resolve such conflict 
through consultations with appropriate State 
officials. Nothing in this chapter shall affect the 

authority of any State over matters exclusively 
within its jurisdiction. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title I, § 103, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
569.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 95–91, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
565, known as the Department of Energy Organization 
Act, which is classified principally to this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 7101 of this title 
and Tables. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DEPARTMENT 

§ 7131. Establishment 

There is established at the seat of government 
an executive department to be known as the De-
partment of Energy. There shall be at the head 
of the Department a Secretary of Energy (here-
inafter in this chapter referred to as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’), who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. The Department shall be administered, 
in accordance with the provisions of this chap-
ter, under the supervision and direction of the 
Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title II, § 201, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
569.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 95–91, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
565, as amended, known as the Department of Energy 
Organization Act, which is classified principally to this 
chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 7101 of 
this title and Tables. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Department of Energy, including the 
functions of the Secretary of Energy relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see sections 121(g)(4), 183(1), 
551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and 
the Department of Homeland Security Reorganization 
Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note 
under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 7132. Principal officers 

(a) Deputy Secretary 

There shall be in the Department a Deputy 
Secretary, who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, and who shall be compensated at the 
rate provided for level II of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5313 of title 5. The Deputy Sec-
retary shall act for and exercise the functions of 
the Secretary during the absence or disability of 
the Secretary or in the event the office of Sec-
retary becomes vacant. The Secretary shall des-
ignate the order in which the Under Secretary 
and other officials shall act for and perform the 
functions of the Secretary during the absence or 
disability of both the Secretary and Deputy Sec-
retary or in the event of vacancies in both of 
those offices. 

(b) Under Secretary for Science 

(1) There shall be in the Department an Under 
Secretary for Science, who shall be appointed by 
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