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§ 1166. Limitations of suits to annul patents 

Suits by the United States to vacate and 
annul any patent shall only be brought within 
six years after the date of the issuance of such 
patents. 

(Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 559, 26 Stat. 1093; Mar. 3, 1891, 
ch. 561, § 8, 26 Stat. 1099.) 

§ 1167. Entries and final proofs, made out of 
proper district, confirmed 

Whenever it shall appear to the Secretary of 
the Interior, or such officer as he may designate, 
that an error was made prior to March 9, 1904, by 
the officers of any local land office in receiving 
any application, declaratory statement, entry, 
or final proof under the homestead or other land 
laws, and that there was no fraud practiced by 
the entryman, and that there are no prior ad-
verse claimants to the land described in the 
entry, and that no other reason why the title 
should not vest in the entryman exists, except 
that said application, declaratory statement, 
entry, or proof was not made within the land 
district in which the lands applied for were situ-
ated, as provided by the Act of March 11, 1902 [43 
U.S.C. 254], such entry or proof shall be con-
firmed. 

(Mar. 9, 1904, ch. 503, § 1, 33 Stat. 64; 1946 Reorg. 
Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 
Stat. 1100.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of March 11, 1902, referred to in text, probably 
means act Mar. 11, 1902, ch. 182, 32 Stat. 63, which was 
classified to section 254 of this title and was repealed 
by Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2787. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Tables. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

‘‘Secretary of the Interior, or such officer as he may 
designate,’’ substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office’’ on authority of section 403 of Reorg. 
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Act Mar. 9, 1904, ch. 503, § 2, 33 Stat. 64, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting this section] shall be in force 
from and after its passage and approval.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER III—SALES OF ISOLATED 
TRACTS 

§§ 1171 to 1173. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title 
VII, § 703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789 

Section 1171, R.S. § 2455; acts Feb. 26, 1895, ch. 133, 28 
Stat. 687; June 27, 1906, ch. 3554, 34 Stat. 517; Mar. 28, 
1912, ch. 67, 37 Stat. 77; Mar. 9, 1928, ch. 164, 45 Stat. 253; 
June 28, 1934, ch. 865, § 14, 48 Stat. 1274; July 30, 1947, ch. 
383, 61 Stat. 630, set forth provisions relating to sale of 
isolated or disconnected tracts by Secretary of the In-
terior. 

Section 1171a, act Apr. 24, 1928, ch. 428, 45 Stat. 457, 
provided for applicability of section 1171 of this title to 
certain lands in Oklahoma. 

Section 1171b, act May 23, 1930, ch. 313, 46 Stat. 377, 
provided for applicability of section 1171 of this title to 
certain lands in Alabama. 

Section 1172, act Feb. 4, 1919, ch. 13, 40 Stat. 1055, pro-
vided for applicability of section 1171 of this title to 
ceded Chippewa Indian lands in Minnesota. 

Section 1173, act May 10, 1920, ch. 178, 41 Stat. 595, 
provided for applicability of section 1171 of this title to 
sale of tracts in Fort Berthold Indian Reservation, 
North Dakota. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2789, provided that the repeal made by section 703(a) is 
effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

§ 1174. Repealed. Aug. 28, 1937, ch. 876, title II, 50 
Stat. 876 

Section, act May 25, 1920, ch. 200, 41 Stat. 622, related 
to sale of class 3 of revested Oregon and California Rail-
road grant lands. See sections 1181a to 1181f of this title 
and Repeals note set out under section 1181a of this 
title. 

§§ 1175 to 1177. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title 
VII, § 703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789 

Section 1175, act Aug. 11, 1921, ch. 62, 42 Stat. 159, pro-
vided for applicability of section 1171 of this title to 
sale of tracts in Fort Buford Military Reservation, 
North Dakota and Montana. 

Section 1176, act May 19, 1926, ch. 337, 44 Stat. 566, 
provided for applicability of section 1171 of this title to 
sale of lands in Fort Hall Indian Reservation. 

Section 1177, act Feb. 14, 1931, ch. 170, 46 Stat. 1105, 
provided for applicability of section 1171 of this title to 
sale of certain lands in Crow Indian Reservation, Mon-
tana. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2789, provided that the repeal made by section 703(a) is 
effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—TIMBER CULTURE 

§ 1181. Repeal of laws 

An Act entitled ‘‘An Act to amend an Act en-
titled ‘An Act to encourage the growth of timber 
on the western prairies,’ ’’ approved June 14, 
1878, and all laws supplementary thereto or 
amendatory thereof are repealed: Provided, That 
this repeal shall not affect any valid rights ac-
crued or accruing under said laws but all bona 
fide claims lawfully initiated prior to March 3, 
1891, may be perfected upon due compliance with 
law, in the same manner, upon the same terms 
and conditions, and subject to the same limita-
tions, forfeitures, and contests as if this section 
had not been passed: Provided further, That the 
following words of the last clause of section 2 of 
said Act, namely, ‘‘That not less than twenty- 
seven hundred trees were planted on each acre,’’ 
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1 See References in Text note below. 
2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘principle’’. 
3 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘facilities:’’. 

are repealed: Provided further, That in comput-
ing the period of cultivation the time shall run 
from the date of the entry, if the necessary acts 
of cultivation were performed within the proper 
time: Provided further, That the preparation of 
the land and the planting of trees shall be con-
strued as acts of cultivation, and the time au-
thorized to be so employed and actually em-
ployed shall be computed as a part of the eight 
years of cultivation required by statute: Pro-

vided further, That if trees, seeds, or cuttings 
were in good faith planted as provided by law 
and the same and the land upon which so plant-
ed were thereafter in good faith cultivated as 
provided by law for at least eight years by a per-
son qualified to make entry and who has a sub-
sisting entry under the timber-culture laws, 
final proof may be made without regard to the 
number of trees that may have been then grow-
ing on the land: And provided, That any person 
who has made entry of any public lands of the 
United States under the timber-culture laws, 
and who has for a period of four years in good 
faith complied with the provisions of said laws 
and who is an actual bona fide resident of the 
State or Territory in which said land is located 
shall be entitled to make final proof thereto, 
and acquire title to the same, by the payment of 
$1.25 per acre for such tract, under such rules 
and regulations as shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Interior, and such officers as 
the Secretary may designate shall be allowed 
the same fees and compensation for final proofs 
in timber-culture entries as is now allowed by 
law in homestead entries: And provided further, 
That no land acquired under the provisions of 
this section shall in any event become liable to 
the satisfaction of any debt or debts contracted 
prior to the issuing of the final certificate there-
for. 

(Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, § 1, 26 Stat. 1095; Mar. 3, 
1893, ch. 208, 27 Stat. 593; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, 
§ 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

An Act entitled ‘‘An Act to amend an Act entitled 
‘An Act to encourage the growth of timber on the west-
ern prairies,’ ’’ approved June 14, 1878, referred to in 
text, is act June 14, 1878, ch. 190, 20 Stat. 113, which is 
not classified to the Code. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

‘‘Such officers as the Secretary may designate’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘registers’’ on authority of section 403 of 
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 
1 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER V—OREGON AND CALIFORNIA 
RAILROAD AND COOS BAY WAGON ROAD 
GRANT LANDS 

§ 1181a. Conservation management by Depart-
ment of the Interior; permanent forest pro-
duction; sale of timber; subdivision 

Notwithstanding any provisions in the Acts of 
June 9, 1916 (39 Stat. 218), and February 26, 1919 

(40 Stat. 1179), as amended, such portions of the 
revested Oregon and California Railroad and re-
conveyed Coos Bay Wagon Road grant lands as 
are or may hereafter come under the jurisdic-
tion of the Department of the Interior, which 
have heretofore or may hereafter be classified as 
timberlands, and power-site lands valuable for 
timber, shall be managed, except as provided in 
section 1181c 1 of this title, for permanent forest 
production, and the timber thereon shall be 
sold, cut, and removed in conformity with the 
principal 2 of sustained yield for the purpose of 
providing a permanent source of timber supply, 
protecting watersheds, regulating stream flow, 
and contributing to the economic stability of 
local communities and industries, and providing 
recreational facilties: 3 Provided, That nothing in 
this section shall be construed to interfere with 
the use and development of power sites as may 
be authorized by law. 

The annual productive capacity for such lands 
shall be determined and declared as promptly as 
possible after August 28, 1937, but until such de-
termination and declaration are made the aver-
age annual cut therefrom shall not exceed one- 
half billion feet board measure: Provided, That 
timber from said lands in an amount not less 
than one-half billion feet board measure, or not 
less than the annual sustained yield capacity 
when the same has been determined and de-
clared, shall be sold annually, or so much there-
of as can be sold at reasonable prices on a nor-
mal market. 

If the Secretary of the Interior determines 
that such action will facilitate sustained-yield 
management, he may subdivide such revested 
lands into sustained-yield forest units, the 
boundary lines of which shall be so established 
that a forest unit will provide, insofar as prac-
ticable, a permanent source of raw materials for 
the support of dependent communities and local 
industries of the region; but until such subdivi-
sion is made the land shall be treated as a single 
unit in applying the principle of sustained yield: 
Provided, That before the boundary lines of such 
forest units are established, the Department, 
after published notice thereof, shall hold a hear-
ing thereon in the vicinity of such lands open to 
the attendance of State and local officers, rep-
resentatives of dependent industries, residents, 
and other persons interested in the use of such 
lands. Due consideration shall be given to estab-
lished lumbering operations in subdividing such 
lands when necessary to protect the economic 
stability of dependent communities. Timber 
sales from a forest unit shall be limited to the 
productive capacity of such unit and the Sec-
retary is authorized, in his discretion, to reject 
any bids which may interfere with the sus-
tained-yield management plan of any unit. 

(Aug. 28, 1937, ch. 876, title I, § 1, 50 Stat. 874.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1181c of this title, referred to in first par., 
was repealed by Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, Oct. 21, 
1976, 90 Stat. 2787. 

Acts of June 9, 1916, and February 26, 1919, referred to 
in text, are acts June 9, 1916, ch. 137, 39 Stat. 218 and 
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