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§§ 241, 242. Repealed. Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, arti-
cle V, § 503(3), 54 Stat. 1187 

Section 241, act July 28, 1917, ch. 44, § 1, 40 Stat. 248, 
related to residence requirements of entrymen in mili-
tary service during war. 

Section 242, act July 28, 1917, ch. 44, § 2, 40 Stat. 248, 
related to widows and children of entrymen who died in 
military service during war. 

§§ 243, 243a. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, 
§ 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787 

Section 243, act Apr. 7, 1930, ch. 108, 46 Stat. 144, relat-
ed to military service in certain Indian wars as equiva-
lent to residence and cultivation. 

Section 243a, act Mar. 3, 1933, ch. 198, 47 Stat. 1424, re-
lated to extension of credits for military service in cer-
tain Indian wars to widows and issuance of patents to 
minor children on death of mother. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective 
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead 
laws apply to public lands in Alaska. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—FINAL PROOF 
GENERALLY 

§§ 251 to 256b. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, 
§ 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787 

Section 251, act Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 192, 20 Stat. 472; 1946 
Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 
60 Stat. 1100, related to notice of intention to make 
final proof. 

Section 252, act Mar. 2, 1889, ch. 381, § 7, 25 Stat. 855, 
related to time of taking testimony for final proof in 
case of unavoidable delay. 

Section 253, act June 3, 1878, ch. 152, 20 Stat. 91, relat-
ed to publication of notice of contest. 

Section 254, R.S. § 2294; May 26, 1890, ch. 355, 26 Stat. 
121; Mar. 3, 1893, ch. 208, 27 Stat. 593; Mar. 11, 1902, ch. 
182, 32 Stat. 63; Mar. 4, 1904, ch. 394, 33 Stat. 59; Oct. 28, 
1921, ch. 114, § 1, 42 Stat. 208; Feb. 23, 1923, ch. 105, 42 
Stat. 1281; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. 
Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 
1100; Oct. 17, 1968, Pub. L. 90–578, title IV, § 402(b)(2), 82 
Stat. 1118, related to officers before whom affidavits or 
proofs may be made, perjury, and fees. 

Section 255, R.S. § 2293; Oct. 6, 1917, ch. 86, 40 Stat. 391; 
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 
7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to affidavits taken by com-
manding officer for person in military or naval service. 

Section 256, act Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 149, § 1, 37 Stat. 925, 
related to election as to law under which final proof 
may be made. 

Section 256a, acts May 13, 1932, ch. 178, §§ 1, 2, 47 Stat. 
153; June 16, 1933, ch. 99, 48 Stat. 274; July 26, 1935, ch. 
419, 49 Stat. 504; June 16, 1937, ch. 361, 50 Stat. 303, relat-
ed to extension of time for offering final proof, and pro-
mulgation of rules and regulations. 

Section 256b, act Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 770, 49 Stat. 909, re-
lated to final proof by disabled World War I veterans. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective 
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-

proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead 
laws apply to public lands in Alaska. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—PAYMENTS AND 
REFUNDS 

§ 261. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, 
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787 

Section, acts Sept. 30, 1890, No. 59, 26 Stat. 684; Oct. 
28, 1921, ch. 114, § 1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 
Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 
11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to time for payments 
and extension of time. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective 
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead 
laws apply to public lands in Alaska. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

§ 262. Repealed. Dec. 16, 1930, ch. 14, § 1, 46 Stat. 
1029 

Section, act Mar. 2, 1907, ch. 2568, 34 Stat. 1248, pro-
vided for refund of excess payments. See section 1374 of 
this title. 

§ 263. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, 
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787 

Section, acts June 16, 1880, ch. 244, §§ 1–4, 21 Stat. 287; 
Apr. 18, 1904, No. 25, 33 Stat. 589; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 
3, § 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, relat-
ed to cancellation of entries and repayment of fees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective 
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead 
laws apply to public lands in Alaska. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER VIII—ALASKA HOMESTEADS 

§ 270. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 703(a), 
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789 

Section, acts May 14, 1898, ch. 299, § 1, 30 Stat. 409; 
Mar. 3, 1903, ch. 1002, 32 Stat. 1028; Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 387, 
§ 1, 37 Stat. 512; Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, § 1, 42 Stat. 208; 
Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 
3, § 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100; Apr. 
29, 1950, ch. 137, § 1, 64 Stat. 94; Aug. 3, 1955, ch. 496, § 1, 
69 Stat. 444, set forth provisions relating to applicabil-
ity of homestead laws to Alaska. Section was formerly 
classified to section 371 of Title 48, Territories and In-
sular Possessions. 
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2789, provided that the repeal made by section 703(a) is 
effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

§§ 270–1 to 270–3. Repealed. Pub. L. 92–203, 
§ 18(a), Dec. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 710 

Section 270–1, acts May 17, 1906, ch. 2469, § 1, 34 Stat. 
197; Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 891, § 1(a)–(d), 70 Stat. 954, author-
ized making of homestead allotments to native Indians, 
Aleuts, or Eskimos and provided for conveyance of al-
lotted lands. Section was formerly classified to section 
357 of Title 48, Territories and Insular Possessions. 

Section 270–2, act May 17, 1906, ch. 2469, § 2, as added 
Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 891, § 1(e), 70 Stat. 954, permitted allot-
ments of land in national forests if land was certified 
as chiefly valuable for agricultural or grazing uses. 
Section was formerly classified to section 357a of Title 
48. 

Section 270–3, act May 27, 1906, ch. 2469, § 3, as added 
Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 891, § 1(e), 70 Stat. 954, prohibited mak-
ing of an allotment unless person made satisfactory 
proof of substantially continuous use and occupancy of 
land for five years. Section was formerly classified to 
section 357b of Title 48. 

§ 270–4. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, 
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787 

Section, acts May 14, 1898, ch. 299, § 10, 30 Stat. 413; 
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114 § 1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 
43 Stat. 1144; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. July 16, 
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to affidavits, and 
filing, publishing, and posting proof of claims. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective 
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead 
laws apply to public lands in Alaska. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

§§ 270–5 to 270–10. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title 
VII, § 703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789 

Section 270–5, act Apr. 29, 1950, ch. 137, § 2, 64 Stat. 95, 
required filing of notice of location of settlement 
claims for public lands in Alaska. Section was formerly 
classified to section 371a of Title 48, Territories and In-
sular Possessions. 

Section 270–6, act Apr. 29, 1950, ch. 137, § 3, 64 Stat. 95, 
set forth effects of failure to file notice of settlement 
claim. Section was formerly classified to section 371b of 
Title 48. 

Section 270–7, acts Apr. 29, 1950, ch. 137, § 4, 64 Stat. 95; 
July 11, 1956, ch. 571, § 2, 70 Stat. 529, required final or 
commutation proof on unsurveyed land as basis for free 
survey. Section was formerly classified to section 371c 
of Title 48. 

Section 270–8, acts July 8, 1916, ch. 228, § 1, 39 Stat. 352; 
June 28, 1918, ch. 110, 40 Stat. 632, set forth the amount 
of homestead entries for every qualified person. Section 
was formerly classified to section 373 of Title 48. 

Section 270–9, acts July 8, 1916, ch. 228, § 1, 39 Stat. 352; 
June 28, 1918, ch. 110, 40 Stat. 632, removed bar of former 

entry in any other State or Territory as bar to home-
stead entry in Alaska. Section was formerly classified 
to section 374 of Title 48. 

Section 270–10, act July 8, 1916, ch. 228, § 2, as added 
June 28, 1918, ch. 110, 40 Stat. 633; amended Oct. 28, 1921, 
ch. 114, § 1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 
1144; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100; July 11, 1956, ch. 571, § 1, 70 Stat. 
528, set forth requirements for entry on unsurveyed 
lands. Section was formerly classified to section 375 of 
Title 48. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2789, provided that the repeal made by section 703(a) is 
effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

§ 270–11. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, 
§ 703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789 

Section, acts Mar. 8, 1922, ch. 96, § 1, 42 Stat. 415; Aug. 
23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–725, § 1, 72 Stat. 730, related to entry 
on land containing coal, oil, or gas. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2789, provided that the repeal made by section 703(a) is 
effective on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

§ 270–12. Disposal by United States of coal, oil, or 
gas deposits reserved to United States; entry, 
reentry, etc., on lands for prospecting, min-
ing, and removal 

The coal, oil, or gas deposits reserved to the 
United States in accordance with the act of 
March 8, 1922 (42 Stat. 415; 43 U.S.C. 270–11 et 
seq.), as added to by the Act of August 17, 1961 
(75 Stat. 384; 43 U.S.C. 270–13), and amended by 
the Act of October 3, 1962 (76 Stat. 740; 43 U.S.C. 
270–13), shall be subject to disposal by the United 
States in accordance with the provisions of the 
laws applicable to coal, oil, or gas deposits or 
coal, oil, or gas lands in Alaska in force at the 
time of such disposal. Any person qualified to 
acquire coal, oil, or gas deposits, or the right to 
mine or remove the coal or to drill for and re-
move the oil or gas under the laws of the United 
States shall have the right at all times to enter 
upon the lands patented under the Act of March 
8, 1922, as amended, and in accordance with the 
provisions hereof, for the purpose of prospecting 
for coal, oil, or gas therein, upon the approval 
by the Secretary of the Interior of a bond or 
undertaking to be filed with him as security for 
the payment of all damages to the crops and im-
provements on such lands by reason of such 
prospecting. Any person who has acquired from 
the United States the coal, oil, or gas deposits 
in any such land, or the right to mine, drill for, 
or remove the same, may reenter and occupy so 
much of the surface thereof incident to the min-
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