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50 passengers. This requirement in the case of vessels
engaged in foreign trade is consistent with our inter-
national treaty obligations, which impose extensive
and additional fire safety standards. A waiver that
grandfathers existing inland river passenger vessels is
also included.

AMENDMENTS

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-324 substituted ‘‘Before
November 1, 2008, this section does not apply to any
vessel in operation before January 1, 1968, and operat-
ing only within the Boundary Line.” for ‘‘Before No-
vember 1, 1998, this section does not apply to a vessel
in operation before January 1, 1968, and operating only
on the inland rivers.”

1991—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102-241, §20(1), substituted
1998 for “1993".

Subsec. (b)(1)(D). Pub. L. 102-241, §20(2), added subpar.
(D).

1986—Pub. L. 99-307 designated existing provision as
subsec. (a), substituted ‘‘November 1, 1993’ for ‘‘Novem-
ber 1, 1988’ and inserted ‘‘in operation before January
1, 1968, and” after ‘“‘to a vessel’”’, and added subsec. (b).

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security,
and for treatment of related references, see sections
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

NOTIFICATION TO PROSPECTIVE PASSENGERS OF
NONCOMPLIANCE WITH FIRE-RETARDANT STANDARDS

Pub. L. 99-307, §1(7)(B), May 19, 1986, 100 Stat. 445, pro-
vided that: “Until the regulations required by sub-
clause (A) of this clause [see subsec. (b)(2) of this sec-
tion] become effective, the owner or managing operator
shall notify prospective passengers in all promotional
literature and on each ticket that the vessel does not
comply with those standards due primarily to the
wooden construction of passenger berthing areas.”’

§3504. Notification to passengers

(a) A person selling passage on a foreign or do-
mestic passenger vessel having berth or state-
room accommodations for at least 50 passengers
and embarking passengers at United States
ports for a coastwise or an international voyage
shall notify each prospective passenger of the
safety standards applicable to the vessel in a
manner prescribed by regulation.

(b) All promotional literature or advertising
through any medium of communication in the
United States offering passage or soliciting pas-
sengers for ocean voyages anywhere in the world
shall include information similar to the infor-
mation described in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, and shall specify the registry of each vessel
named, as a part of the advertisement or de-
scription of the voyage. Except for the inclusion
of the country of registry of the vessel, this sub-
section does not apply to voyages by vessels
meeting the safety standards described in sec-
tion 3505 of this title.

(c) A person violating this section or a regula-
tion prescribed under this section is liable to the
United States Government for a civil penalty of
not more than $10,000. If the violation involves
the sale of tickets for passage, the owner, char-
terer, managing operator, agent, master, indi-
vidual in charge, or any other person involved in
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each violation also is liable to the Government
for a civil penalty of $500 for each ticket sold.
The vessel on which passage is sold also is liable
in rem for a violation of this section or a regula-
tion prescribed under this section.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 519.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:362(b)

Section 3504 requires notification to the public of the
safety standards that are applicable to certain foreign
flag or United States passenger vessels. In addition, all
promotional literature or advertising that offers pas-
sage or solicits passengers for ocean voyages anywhere
in the world shall include a safety standard statement
and shall specify the registry of the vessel. If the vessel
meets the international standards to which the United
States adheres, then the safety standard statement
need not be included. In all other cases the type of safe-
ty standard statement that must be included is as pre-
scribed by regulation. This section is intended to place
the United States public on notice as to the degree of
fire safety compliance of a foreign-flag passenger vessel
that does not operate or depart from a port or place in
the United States but does embark passengers from the
United States at nearby foreign ports. Departures from
foreign ports are undertaken because the foreign-flag
passenger vessel cannot comply with the safety stand-
ards applicable to a United States flag passenger ves-
sel.

§3505. Prevention of departure

Notwithstanding section 3303 of this title, a

foreign vessel carrying a citizen of the United
States as a passenger or embarking passengers
from a United States port may not depart from
a United States port if the Secretary finds that
the vessel does not comply with the standards
stated in the International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea to which the United States
Government is currently a party.
(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 520; Pub. L.
102-587, title V, §5210(b), Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat.
5076; Pub. L. 108-293, title IV, §411(a), Aug. 9,
2004, 118 Stat. 1045.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:362(c)

Section 3505 prohibits the departure from a United
States port or place of any passenger vessel of more
than 100 gross tons having berthing for at least 50 pas-
sengers, if the vessel does not comply with the inter-
national maritime safety standards applicable to
United States vessels.

AMENDMENTS

2004—Pub. L. 108-293 reenacted section catchline
without change and amended text generally. Prior to
amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Notwithstanding
section 3303(a) of this title, a foreign vessel may not de-
part from a United States port with passengers who are
embarked at that port, if the Secretary finds that the
vessel does not comply with the standards stated in the
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea
to which the United States Government is currently a
party.”

1992—Pub. L. 102-587 substituted ‘‘foreign vessel may
not depart’” for ‘‘foreign or domestic vessel of more
than 100 gross tons having berth or stateroom accom-
modations for at least 50 passengers may not depart’.
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