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(c) DEFINITION.—For the purpose of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘act of piracy’ means any act of
aggression, search, restraint, depredation, or
seizure attempted against a vessel of the United
States by an individual not authorized by the
United States, a foreign government, or an
international organization recognized by the
United States to enforce law on the high seas.

(Added Pub. L. 111-281, title IX, §912(a), Oct. 15,
2010, 124 Stat. 3016.)

STANDARD RULES FOR THE USE OF FORCE FOR SELF-
DEFENSE OF VESSELS OF THE UNITED STATES

Pub. L. 111-281, title IX, §912(c), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat.
3017, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this act [Oct. 15, 2010], the sec-
retary [sic] of the department in which the coast guard
[sic] is operating, in consultation with representatives
of industry and labor, shall develop standard rules for
the use of force for self-defense of vessels of the United
States.”
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Sec.

8301. Minimum number of licensed individuals.

8302. Staff department.

8303. Service under licenses issued without exam-
ination.

8304. Implementing the Officers’ Competency Cer-

tificates Convention, 1936.
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

For certain vessels of the United States, chapter 83
prescribes the minimum number of licensed individuals
(including masters), establishes the staff department
consisting of medical and clerical personnel, restricts
service under certain licenses issued without examina-
tion, and implements the Officers’ Competency Certifi-
cates Convention of 1936.

§8301. Minimum number of licensed individuals

(a) Except as provided in chapter 89 of this
title and except for a vessel operating only on
rivers, harbors, lakes (except the Great Lakes),
bays, sounds, bayous, and canals, a vessel sub-
ject to inspection under chapter 33 of this title
shall engage a minimum of licensed individuals
as follows:

(1) Each of those vessels propelled by ma-
chinery or carrying passengers shall have a li-
censed master.

(2) A vessel of at least 1,000 gross tons as
measured under section 14502 of this title, or
an alternate tonnage measured under section
14302 of this title as prescribed by the Sec-
retary under section 14104 of this title and pro-
pelled by machinery shall have 3 licensed
mates, except—

(A) in the case of a vessel other than a mo-
bile offshore drilling unit, if on a voyage of
less than 400 miles from port of departure to
port of final destination, the vessel shall
have 2 licensed mates; and

(B) in the case of a mobile offshore drilling
unit, the vessel shall have licensed individ-
uals as provided by regulations prescribed by
the Secretary under section 8101 of this title.

(3) A vessel of at least 200 gross tons but less
than 1,000 gross tons as measured under sec-
tion 14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage
measured under section 14302 of this title as
prescribed by the Secretary under section
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14104 of this title and propelled by machinery
shall have 2 licensed mates.

(4) A vessel of at least 100 gross tons but less
than 200 gross tons as measured under section
14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage
measured under section 14302 of this title as
prescribed by the Secretary under section
14104 of this title and propelled by machinery
shall have one licensed mate. However, if the
vessel is on a voyage of more than 24 hours, it
shall have 2 licensed mates.

(5) A freight vessel or a passenger vessel of
at least 300 gross tons as measured under sec-
tion 14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage
measured under section 14302 of this title as
prescribed by the Secretary under section
14104 of this title and propelled by machinery
shall have a licensed engineer.

(b)(1) An offshore supply vessel of less than 500
gross tons as measured under section 14502 of
this title or 6,000 gross tons as measured under
section 14302 of this title on a voyage of less
than 600 miles shall have a licensed mate. If the
vessel is on a voyage of at least 600 miles, how-
ever, the vessel shall have 2 licensed mates.

(2) An offshore supply vessel of at least 6,000
gross tons as measured under section 14302 of
this title on a voyage of less than 600 miles shall
have at least two licensed mates, provided the
offshore supply vessel meets the requirements of
section 8104(g)(2). An offshore supply vessel of at
least 6,000 gross tons as measured under section
14302 of this title on a voyage of at least 600
miles shall have three licensed mates.

(3) An offshore supply vessel of more than 200
gross tons as measured under section 14502 of
this title, or an alternate tonnage measured
under section 14302 of this title as prescribed by
the Secretary under section 14104 of this title,
may not be operated without a licensed engi-
neer.

(c) Subsection (a) of this section does not
apply to a fishing or whaling vessel, a mobile
offshore drilling unit when on location, or a
yvacht.

(d) The Secretary may—

(1) suspend any part of this chapter during a
national emergency proclaimed by the Presi-
dent; and

(2) increase the number of licensed individ-
uals on a vessel to which this chapter applies
if, in the Secretary’s judgment, the vessel is
not sufficiently manned for safe operation.

(e) The Secretary may prescribe the minimum
number of licensed individuals for an oil spill re-
sponse vessel.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 550; Pub. L.
98-557, §29(c), (d), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2873, 2874;
Pub. L. 99-640, §11(d), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3550;
Pub. L. 100448, §7, Sept. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 1842;
Pub. L. 103-206, title III, §322(b), Dec. 20, 1993, 107
Stat. 2428; Pub. L. 104-324, title VII, §729, title
XTI, §1104(d), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3940, 3967,
Pub. L. 111-281, title VI, §617(c), Oct. 15, 2010, 124
Stat. 2973.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)
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46:404-1(8)
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