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sist the Committee in carrying out its pur-
pose and activities. 

(B) CHAIR.—There shall be a Chair of the 
Coordinating Board. The Chair of the Co-
ordinating Board shall rotate each year 
among the Secretary of Transportation, the 
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, and the Secretary of 
Commerce. The order of rotation shall be de-
termined by a majority of the voting mem-
bers of the Committee. 

(2) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The Secretary of 
Transportation, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, and the Secretary of Commerce, 
shall appoint an Executive Director of the 
Committee. 

(3) TRANSFERS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the head of a Federal depart-
ment or agency who is a member of the Com-
mittee may— 

(A) provide, on a reimbursable or nonreim-
bursable basis, facilities, equipment, serv-
ices, personnel, and other support services to 
carry out the activities of the Committee; 
and 

(B) transfer funds to another Federal de-
partment or agency in order to carry out the 
activities of the Committee. 

(e) MARINE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM ASSESS-
MENT AND STRATEGY.—Not later than one year 
after the date of enactment of this Act and 
every 5 years thereafter, the Committee shall 
provide to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation and the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a re-
port that includes— 

(1) steps taken to implement actions rec-
ommended in the document titled ‘‘National 
Strategy for the Marine Transportation Sys-
tem: A Framework for Action’’ and dated July 
2008; 

(2) an assessment of the condition of the ma-
rine transportation system; 

(3) a discussion of the challenges the marine 
transportation system faces in meeting user 
demand, including estimates of investment 
levels required to ensure system infrastruc-
ture meets such demand; 

(4) a plan, with recommended actions, for 
improving the marine transportation system 
to meet current and future challenges; and 

(5) steps taken to implement actions rec-
ommended in previous reports required under 
this subsection. 

(f) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out its purpose 
and activities, the Committee may consult with 
marine transportation system-related advisory 
committees, interested parties, and the public. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–213, title III, § 310(a), Dec. 20, 
2012, 126 Stat. 1567.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this Act, referred to in sub-

sec. (e), probably means the date of enactment of Pub. 

L. 112–213, which enacted this section and was approved 

Dec. 20, 2012. 
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§ 55601. Short sea transportation program 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall establish a short sea transpor-
tation program and designate short sea trans-
portation projects to be conducted under the 
program to mitigate landside congestion or to 
promote short sea transportation. 

(b) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—The program shall 
encourage the use of short sea transportation 
through the development and expansion of— 

(1) documented vessels; 
(2) shipper utilization; 
(3) port and landside infrastructure; and 
(4) marine transportation strategies by 

State and local governments. 

(c) SHORT SEA TRANSPORTATION ROUTES.—The 
Secretary shall designate short sea transpor-
tation routes as extensions of the surface trans-
portation system to focus public and private ef-
forts to use the waterways to relieve landside 
congestion along coastal corridors or to promote 
short sea transportation. The Secretary may 
collect and disseminate data for the designation 
and delineation of short sea transportation 
routes. 

(d) PROJECT DESIGNATION.—The Secretary may 
designate a project to be a short sea transpor-
tation project if the Secretary determines that 
the project uses documented vessels and— 

(1) mitigates landside congestion; or 
(2) promotes short sea transportation. 

(e) ELEMENTS OF PROGRAM.—For a short sea 
transportation project designated under this 
section, the Secretary may— 

(1) promote the development of short sea 
transportation services; 

(2) coordinate, with ports, State depart-
ments of transportation, localities, other pub-
lic agencies, and the private sector and on the 
development of landside facilities and infra-
structure to support short sea transportation 
services; and 

(3) develop performance measures for the 
short sea transportation program. 

(f) MULTISTATE, STATE AND REGIONAL TRANS-
PORTATION PLANNING.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with Federal entities and State and 
local governments, may develop strategies to 
encourage the use of short sea transportation 
for transportation of passengers and cargo. The 
Secretary may— 

(1) assess the extent to which States and 
local governments include short sea transpor-
tation and other marine transportation solu-
tions in their transportation planning; 

(2) encourage State departments of transpor-
tation to develop strategies, where appro-
priate, to incorporate short sea transpor-
tation, ferries, and other marine transpor-
tation solutions for regional and interstate 
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