§1425

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Level IV of the Executive Schedule, referred to in
subsec. (g)(1), is set out under section 5315 of Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees.

§1425. Advisory committees of the First Re-
sponder Network Authority

(a) Advisory committees

The First Responder Network Authority—

(1) shall establish a standing public safety
advisory committee to assist the First Re-
sponder Network Authority in carrying out its
duties and responsibilities under this sub-
chapter; and

(2) may establish additional standing or ad
hoc committees, panels, or councils as the
First Responder Network Authority deter-
mines are necessary.

(b) Selection of agents, consultants, and experts
(1) In general

The First Responder Network Authority
shall select parties to serve as its agents, con-
sultants, or experts in a fair, transparent, and
objective manner, and such agents may in-
clude a program manager to carry out certain
of the duties and responsibilities of deploying
and operating the nationwide public safety
broadband network described in subsections
(b) and (c) of section 1426 of this title.

(2) Binding and final

If the selection of an agent, consultant, or
expert satisfies the requirements under para-
graph (1), the selection of that agent, consult-
ant, or expert shall be final and binding.

(Pub. L. 112-96, title VI, §6205, Feb. 22, 2012, 126
Stat. 211.)

§ 1426. Powers, duties, and responsibilities of the
First Responder Network Authority

(a) General powers

The First Responder Network Authority shall
have the authority to do the following:

(1) To exercise, through the actions of its
Board, all powers specifically granted by the
provisions of this subchapter, and such inci-
dental powers as shall be necessary.

(2) To hold such hearings, sit and act at such
times and places, take such testimony, and re-
ceive such evidence as the First Responder
Network Authority considers necessary to
carry out its responsibilities and duties.

(3) To obtain grants and funds from and
make contracts with individuals, private com-
panies, organizations, institutions, and Fed-
eral, State, regional, and local agencies.

(4) To accept, hold, administer, and utilize
gifts, donations, and bequests of property,
both real and personal, for the purposes of aid-
ing or facilitating the work of the First Re-
sponder Network Authority.

(5) To spend funds under paragraph (3) in a
manner authorized by the Board, but only for
purposes that will advance or enhance public
safety communications consistent with this
chapter.

(6) To take such other actions as the First
Responder Network Authority (through the
Board) may from time to time determine nec-
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essary, appropriate, or advisable to accom-
plish the purposes of this chapter.

(b) Duty and responsibility to deploy and oper-

ate a nationwide public safety broadband
network

(1) In general

The First Responder Network Authority
shall hold the single public safety wireless li-
cense granted under section 1421 of this title
and take all actions necessary to ensure the
building, deployment, and operation of the na-
tionwide public safety broadband network, in
consultation with Federal, State, tribal, and
local public safety entities, the Director of
NIST, the Commission, and the public safety
advisory committee established in section
1425(a) of this title, including by, at a mini-
mum—

(A) ensuring nationwide standards for use
and access of the network;

(B) issuing open, transparent, and com-
petitive requests for proposals to private
sector entities for the purposes of building,
operating, and maintaining the network
that use, without materially changing, the
minimum technical requirements developed
under section 1423 of this title;

(C) encouraging that such requests lever-
age, to the maximum extent economically
desirable, existing commercial wireless in-
frastructure to speed deployment of the net-
work; and

(D) managing and overseeing the imple-
mentation and execution of contracts or
agreements with non-Federal entities to
build, operate, and maintain the network.

(2) Requirements

In carrying out the duties and responsibil-
ities of this subsection, including issuing re-
quests for proposals, the First Responder Net-
work Authority shall—

(A) ensure the safety, security, and resil-
iency of the network, including require-
ments for protecting and monitoring the
network to protect against cyberattack;

(B) promote competition in the equipment
market, including devices for public safety
communications, by requiring that equip-
ment for use on the network be—

(i) built to open, non-proprietary, com-
mercially available standards;

(ii) capable of being used by any public
safety entity and by multiple vendors
across all public safety broadband net-
works operating in the 700 MHz band; and

(iii) backward-compatible with existing
commercial networks to the extent that
such capabilities are necessary and tech-
nically and economically reasonable;

(C) promote integration of the network
with public safety answering points or their
equivalent; and

(D) address special considerations for areas
or regions with unique homeland security or
national security needs.

(3) Rural coverage

In carrying out the duties and responsibil-
ities of this subsection, including issuing re-
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