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progress fulfilling the objectives for which 
such funds were granted, and the Assistant 
Secretary shall make these reports available 
to the public; 

(2) may establish additional reporting and 
information requirements for any recipient of 
any assistance made available pursuant to 
this section; 

(3) shall establish appropriate mechanisms 
to ensure appropriate use and compliance with 
all terms of any use of funds made available 
pursuant to this section; 

(4) may, in addition to other authority under 
applicable law, deobligate awards to grantees 
that demonstrate an insufficient level of per-
formance, or wasteful or fraudulent spending, 
as defined in advance by the Assistant Sec-
retary, and award these funds competitively 
to new or existing applicants consistent with 
this section; and 

(5) shall create and maintain a fully search-
able database, accessible on the Internet at no 
cost to the public, that contains at least a list 
of each entity that has applied for a grant 
under this section, a description of each appli-
cation, the status of each such application, the 
name of each entity receiving funds made 
available pursuant to this section, the purpose 
for which such entity is receiving such funds, 
each quarterly report submitted by the entity 
pursuant to this section, and such other infor-
mation sufficient to allow the public to under-
stand and monitor grants awarded under the 
program. 

(j) Publication of contractual conditions 

Concurrent with the issuance of the Request 
for Proposal for grant applications pursuant to 
this section, the Assistant Secretary shall, in 
coordination with the Commission, publish the 
non-discrimination and network interconnec-
tion obligations that shall be contractual condi-
tions of grants awarded under this section, in-
cluding, at a minimum, adherence to the prin-
ciples contained in the Commission’s broadband 
policy statement (FCC 05-15, adopted August 5, 
2005). 

(k) National broadband plan 

(1) Not later than 1 year after February 17, 
2009, the Commission shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate, a report containing a national broadband 
plan. 

(2) The national broadband plan required by 
this section shall seek to ensure that all people 
of the United States have access to broadband 
capability and shall establish benchmarks for 
meeting that goal. The plan shall also include— 

(A) an analysis of the most effective and effi-
cient mechanisms for ensuring broadband ac-
cess by all people of the United States; 

(B) a detailed strategy for achieving afford-
ability of such service and maximum utiliza-
tion of broadband infrastructure and service 
by the public; 

(C) an evaluation of the status of deploy-
ment of broadband service, including progress 
of projects supported by the grants made pur-
suant to this section; and 

(D) a plan for use of broadband infrastruc-
ture and services in advancing consumer wel-
fare, civic participation, public safety and 
homeland security, community development, 
health care delivery, energy independence and 
efficiency, education, worker training, private 
sector investment, entrepreneurial activity, 
job creation and economic growth, and other 
national purposes. 

(3) In developing the plan, the Commission 
shall have access to data provided to other Gov-
ernment agencies under the Broadband Data Im-
provement Act [47 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.]. 

(l) Map of service availability and capability 

The Assistant Secretary shall develop and 
maintain a comprehensive nationwide inventory 
map of existing broadband service capability 
and availability in the United States that de-
picts the geographic extent to which broadband 
service capability is deployed and available from 
a commercial provider or public provider 
throughout each State. Not later than 2 years 
after February 17, 2009, the Assistant Secretary 
shall make the broadband inventory map devel-
oped and maintained pursuant to this section 
accessible by the public on a World Wide Web 
site of the National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration in a form that is 
interactive and searchable. 

(m) Regulations 

The Assistant Secretary shall have the au-
thority to prescribe such rules as are necessary 
to carry out the purposes of this section. 

(Pub. L. 111–5, div. B, title VI, § 6001, Feb. 17, 
2009, 123 Stat. 512.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Broadband Data Improvement Act, referred to in 
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see Short Title note set out under section 1301 of this 
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§ 1401. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) 700 MHz band 

The term ‘‘700 MHz band’’ means the portion 
of the electromagnetic spectrum between the 
frequencies from 698 megahertz to 806 mega-
hertz. 

(2) 700 MHz D block spectrum 

The term ‘‘700 MHz D block spectrum’’ 
means the portion of the electromagnetic 
spectrum between the frequencies from 758 
megahertz to 763 megahertz and between the 
frequencies from 788 megahertz to 793 mega-
hertz. 

(3) Appropriate committees of Congress 

Except as otherwise specifically provided, 
the term ‘‘appropriate committees of Con-
gress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives. 

(4) Assistant Secretary 

The term ‘‘Assistant Secretary’’ means the 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Commu-
nications and Information. 

(5) Board 

The term ‘‘Board’’ means the Board of the 
First Responder Network Authority estab-
lished under section 1424(b) of this title. 

(6) Broadcast television licensee 

The term ‘‘broadcast television licensee’’ 
means the licensee of— 

(A) a full-power television station; or 
(B) a low-power television station that has 

been accorded primary status as a Class A 
television licensee under section 73.6001(a) of 
title 47, Code of Federal Regulations. 

(7) Broadcast television spectrum 

The term ‘‘broadcast television spectrum’’ 
means the portions of the electromagnetic 
spectrum between the frequencies from 54 
megahertz to 72 megahertz, from 76 megahertz 
to 88 megahertz, from 174 megahertz to 216 
megahertz, and from 470 megahertz to 698 
megahertz. 

(8) Commercial mobile data service 

The term ‘‘commercial mobile data service’’ 
means any mobile service (as defined in sec-
tion 153 of this title) that is— 

(A) a data service; 
(B) provided for profit; and 
(C) available to the public or such classes 

of eligible users as to be effectively available 
to a substantial portion of the public, as 
specified by regulation by the Commission. 

(9) Commercial mobile service 

The term ‘‘commercial mobile service’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 332 of 
this title. 

(10) Commercial standards 

The term ‘‘commercial standards’’ means 
the technical standards followed by the com-
mercial mobile service and commercial mobile 
data service industries for network, device, 
and Internet Protocol connectivity. Such term 
includes standards developed by the Third 
Generation Partnership Project (3GPP), the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engi-
neers (IEEE), the Alliance for Telecommunica-
tions Industry Solutions (ATIS), the Internet 
Engineering Task Force (IETF), and the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union (ITU). 

(11) Commission 

The term ‘‘Commission’’ means the Federal 
Communications Commission. 

(12) Core network 

The term ‘‘core network’’ means the core 
network described in section 1422(b)(1) of this 
title. 

(13) Emergency call 

The term ‘‘emergency call’’ means any real- 
time communication with a public safety an-
swering point or other emergency manage-
ment or response agency, including— 

(A) through voice, text, or video and relat-
ed data; and 

(B) nonhuman-initiated automatic event 
alerts, such as alarms, telematics, or sensor 
data, which may also include real-time 
voice, text, or video communications. 

(14) Existing public safety broadband spectrum 

The term ‘‘existing public safety broadband 
spectrum’’ means the portion of the electro-
magnetic spectrum between the frequencies— 
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