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CROSS-BORDER PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE

Pub. L. 110-432, div. B, title IV, §406, Oct. 16, 2008, 122
Stat. 4958, provided that:

‘‘(a) PLAN.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act [Oct. 16, 2008], Amtrak shall, in
consultation with the Secretary [of Transportation],
the Secretary of Homeland Security, the Washington
State Department of Transportation, and the owners of
the relevant railroad infrastructure—

‘(1) develop a strategic plan to facilitate expanded
passenger rail service across the international border
between the United States and Canada during the
2010 Olympic Games on the Amtrak passenger rail
route between Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada,
and Eugene, Oregon (commonly known as ‘Amtrak
Cascades’);

‘“(2) develop recommendations for the Department
of Homeland Security to process efficiently rail pas-
sengers traveling on Amtrak Cascades across such
international border during the 2010 Olympic Games;
and

‘“(3) submit to Congress a report containing the
strategic plan described in paragraph (1) and the rec-
ommendations described in paragraph (2).

‘“(b) TRAVEL FACILITATION.—Using existing authority
or agreements, or upon reaching additional agreements
with Canada, the Secretary [of Transportation] and
other Federal agencies, as appropriate, are authorized
to establish facilities and procedures to conduct pre-
clearance of passengers traveling on Amtrak trains
from Canada to the United States. The Secretary shall
seek to establish such facilities and procedures—

‘(1) in Vancouver, Canada, no later than June 1,
2009; and

‘(2) in other areas as determined appropriate by the
Secretary.”

§24710. Long-distance routes

(a) ANNUAL EVALUATION.—Using the financial
and performance metrics developed under sec-
tion 207 of the Passenger Rail Investment and
Improvement Act of 2008, Amtrak shall—

(1) evaluate annually the financial and oper-
ating performance of each long-distance pas-
senger rail route operated by Amtrak; and

(2) rank the overall performance of such
routes for 2008 and identify each long-distance
passenger rail route operated by Amtrak in
2008 according to its overall performance as
belonging to the best performing third of such
routes, the second best performing third of
such routes, or the worst performing third of
such routes.

(b) PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT PLAN.—Am-
trak shall develop and post on its website a per-
formance improvement plan for its long-dis-
tance passenger rail routes to achieve financial
and operating improvements based on the data
collected through the application of the finan-
cial and performance metrics developed under
section 207 of that Act. The plan shall address—

(1) on-time performance;

(2) scheduling, frequency, routes, and stops;

(3) the feasibility of restructuring service
into connected corridor service;

(4) performance-related equipment changes
and capital improvements;

(5) on-board amenities and service, including
food, first class, and sleeping car service;

(6) State or other non-Federal financial con-
tributions;

(7) improving financial performance;

(8) anticipated Federal funding of operating
and capital costs; and
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(9) other aspects of Amtrak’s long-distance
passenger rail routes that affect the financial,
competitive, and functional performance of
service on Amtrak’s long-distance passenger
rail routes.

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Amtrak shall imple-
ment the performance improvement plan devel-
oped under subsection (b)—

(1) beginning in fiscal year 2010 for those
routes identified as being in the worst per-
forming third under subsection (a)(2);

(2) beginning in fiscal year 2011 for those
routes identified as being in the second best
performing third under subsection (a)(2); and

(3) beginning in fiscal year 2012 for those
routes identified as being in the best perform-
ing third under subsection (a)(2).

(d) ENFORCEMENT.—The Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration shall monitor the development, im-
plementation, and outcome of improvement
plans under this section. If the Federal Railroad
Administration determines that Amtrak is not
making reasonable progress in implementing its
performance improvement plan or, after the per-
formance improvement plan is implemented
under subsection (c)(1) in accordance with the
terms of that plan, Amtrak has not achieved the
outcomes it has established for such routes,
under the plan for any calendar year, the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration—

(1) shall notify Amtrak, the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Transportation, the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture of the House of Representatives, and the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate of its determination
under this subsection;

(2) shall provide Amtrak with an oppor-
tunity for a hearing with respect to that de-
termination; and

(3) may withhold appropriated funds other-
wise available to Amtrak for the operation of
a route or routes from among the worst per-
forming third of routes currently served by
Amtrak on which Amtrak is not making rea-
sonable progress, other than funds made avail-
able for passenger safety or security measures.

(Added Pub. L. 110432, div. B, title II, §210(a),
Oct. 16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4918.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 207 of the Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008, referred to in subsecs. (a) and
(b), is section 207 of Pub. L. 110-432, which is set out in
a note under section 24101 of this title.

§24711. Alternate passenger rail service pilot
program

(a) IN GENERAL.—Within 1 year after the date
of enactment of the Passenger Rail Investment
and Improvement Act of 2008, the Federal Rail-
road Administration shall complete a rule-
making proceeding to develop a pilot program
that—

(1) permits a rail carrier or rail carriers that
own infrastructure over which Amtrak oper-
ates a passenger rail service route described in
subparagraph (B), (C), or (D) of section 24102(5)
or in section 24702 to petition the Administra-
tion to be considered as a passenger rail serv-
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