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velopment of high-speed passenger rail oper-
ations connected to or integrated with non-
high-speed freight or passenger rail oper-
ations;

(11) to recommend any legislative or regu-
latory changes necessary to foster further de-
velopment and implementation of high-speed
passenger rail operations while ensuring the
safety of such operations that are connected
to or integrated with non-high-speed freight or
passenger rail operations;

(12) to review rail crossing safety improve-
ments, including improvements using new
safety technology; and

(13) to review and develop technology de-
signed to reduce train horn noise and its effect
on communities, including broadband horn
technology.

(c) ADVISORY BOARD.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—In consultation with
the heads of appropriate Federal departments
and agencies, the Secretary shall establish an
advisory board to recommend research, tech-
nology, and technology transfer activities re-
lated to rail passenger and freight transpor-
tation.

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The advisory board shall
include—

(A) representatives of State transportation
agencies;

(B) transportation and environmental
economists, scientists, and engineers; and

(C) representatives of Amtrak, the Alaska

Railroad, freight railroads, transit operating

agencies, intercity rail passenger agencies,

railway labor organizations, and environ-
mental organizations.

(d) NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.—The Sec-
retary may make grants to, and enter into coop-
erative agreements with, the National Academy
of Sciences to carry out such activities relating
to the research, technology, and technology
transfer activities described in subsection (b) as
the Secretary deems appropriate.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There
are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary of Transportation $5,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2010 through 2013 for carrying out
this section.

(Added Pub. L. 110-432, div. B, title III, §306(a),
Oct. 16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4952.)
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AMENDMENTS

2008—Pub. L. 110-432, div. B, title V, §501(c), (e), Oct.
16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4960, 4963, substituted ‘‘High-speed rail
corridor planning’’ for ‘‘Corridor development’ in item
26101 and added item 26106.

2005—Pub. L. 109-59, title IX, §9001(a)(2), Aug. 10, 2005,
119 Stat. 1919, substituted ‘‘development’ for ‘‘plan-
ning”’ in item 26101.

§26101. High-speed rail corridor planning

(a) CORRIDOR PLANNING ASSISTANCE.—(1) The
Secretary may provide under this section finan-
cial assistance to a public agency or group of
public agencies for corridor planning for up to 50
percent of the publicly financed costs associated
with eligible activities.

(2) No less than 20 percent of the publicly fi-
nanced costs associated with eligible activities
shall come from State and local sources, which
State and local sources may not include funds
from any Federal program.

(b) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.—(1) A corridor plan-
ning activity is eligible for financial assistance
under subsection (a) if the Secretary determines
that it is necessary to establish appropriate en-
gineering, operational, financial, environ-
mental, or socioeconomic projections for the es-
tablishment of high-speed rail service in the cor-
ridor and that it leads toward development of a
prudent financial and institutional plan for im-
plementation of specific high-speed rail im-
provements, or if it is an activity described in
subparagraph (M). Eligible corridor planning ac-
tivities include—

(A) environmental assessments;

(B) feasibility studies emphasizing commer-
cial technology improvements or applications;

(C) economic analyses, including ridership,
revenue, and operating expense forecasting;

(D) assessing the impact on rail employment
of developing high-speed rail corridors;

(E) assessing community economic impacts;

(F) coordination with State and metropoli-
tan area transportation planning and corridor
planning with other States;

(G) operational planning;

(H) route selection analyses and purchase of
rights-of-way for proposed high-speed rail
service;

(I) preliminary engineering and design;

(J) identification of specific improvements
to a corridor, including electrification, line
straightening and other right-of-way improve-
ments, bridge rehabilitation and replacement,
use of advanced locomotives and rolling stock,
ticketing, coordination with other modes of
transportation, parking and other means of
passenger access, track, signal, station, and
other capital work, and use of intermodal ter-
minals;

(K) preparation of financing plans and pro-
spectuses;

(L) creation of public/private partnerships;
and

(M) the acquisition of locomotives, rolling
stock, track, and signal equipment.

(2) No financial assistance shall be provided
under this section for corridor planning with re-
spect to the main line of the Northeast Corridor,
between Washington, District of Columbia, and
Boston, Massachusetts.
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