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(1) of this subsection, all the information regarding
the proposal provided to the Secretary under sub-
section (d), and any other relevant information
deemed appropriate.

‘“(83) The report required under paragraph (2) shall
not be submitted by the Secretary until the report
submitted under paragraph (1) has been considered
through a hearing by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate on the report submitted
under paragraph (1)(B).

‘“(f) PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING.—For planning and
preliminary engineering activities that meet the cri-
teria of section 26101 of title 49, United States Code,
(other than subsections (a) and (b)(2)) that are under-
taken after the Secretary submits reports to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate as re-
quired under subsection (e), not to exceed $5,000,000 is
authorized to be appropriated from funds made avail-
able under section 26104(a) of such title. Only 1 proposal
for each corridor under subsection (a) shall be eligible
for such funds.

“(g) No ACTIONS WITHOUT ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY.—
No Federal agency may take any action to implement,
establish, facilitate, or otherwise act upon any proposal
submitted under this section, other than those actions
specifically authorized by this section, without explicit
statutory authority enacted after the date of enact-
ment of this Act [Oct. 16, 2008].

“‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following defi-
nitions apply:

‘(1) INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL.—The term ‘inter-
city passenger rail’ means intercity rail passenger
transportation as defined in section 24102 of title 49,
United States Code.

‘(2) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means any of the 50
States or the District of Columbia.

‘“(3) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR.—The term ‘Northeast
Corridor’ has the meaning given under section 24102
of title 49, United States Code.

‘“(4) HIGH-SPEED RAIL CORRIDOR.—The terms ‘high-
speed rail corridor’ and ‘corridor’ mean a corridor
designated by the Secretary pursuant to [former] sec-
tion 104(d)(2) of title 23, United States Code, and the
Northeast Corridor.”

PART E—MISCELLANEOUS
AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-440, title I, §103(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994,
108 Stat. 4616, redesignated part D of this subtitle as
part E.

CHAPTER 281—LAW ENFORCEMENT
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28101. Rail police officers.

28102. Limit on certain accident or incident liabil-
ity.

28103. Limitations on rail passenger transportation
liability.

AMENDMENTS

1997—Pub. L. 105-134, title I, §161(b), Dec. 2, 1997, 111
Stat. 2578, added item 28103.

1994—Pub. L. 103-440, title I, §103(a)(1), (b)(2), Nov. 2,
1994, 108 Stat. 4616, 4619, renumbered chapter 261 of this
title as chapter 281 and items 26101 and 26102 as 28101
and 28102, respectively.

UNITED STATES-CANADA ALASKA RAIL COMMISSION
Pub. L. 106-570, title III, Dec. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 3043,
provided that:

““SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE.

“This title may be cited as the ‘Rails to Resources
Act of 2000°.

TITLE 49—TRANSPORTATION
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“SEC. 302. FINDINGS.
“‘Congress finds that—

‘“(1) rail transportation is an essential component
of the North American intermodal transportation
system;

‘“(2) the development of economically strong and
socially stable communities in the western United
States and Canada was encouraged significantly by
government policies promoting the development of
integrated transcontinental, interstate and inter-
provincial rail systems in the States, territories and
provinces of the two countries;

‘“(3) United States and Canadian federal support for
the completion of new elements of the trans-
continental, interstate and interprovincial rail sys-
tems was halted before rail connections were estab-
lished to the State of Alaska and the Yukon Terri-
tory;

‘“(4) rail transportation in otherwise isolated areas
facilitates controlled access and may reduce overall
impact to environmentally sensitive areas;

‘“(5) the extension of the continental rail system
through northern British Columbia and the Yukon
Territory to the current terminus of the Alaska Rail-
road would significantly benefit the United States
and Canadian visitor industries by facilitating the
comfortable movement of passengers over long dis-
tances while minimizing effects on the surrounding
areas; and

‘“(6) ongoing research and development efforts in
the rail industry continue to increase the efficiency
of rail transportation, ensure safety, and decrease the
impact of rail service on the environment.

“SEC. 303. AGREEMENT FOR A UNITED STATES-
CANADA BILATERAL COMMISSION.

“The President is authorized and urged to enter into
an agreement with the Government of Canada to estab-
lish an independent joint commission to study the fea-
sibility and advisability of linking the rail system in
Alaska to the nearest appropriate point on the North
American continental rail system.

“SEC. 304. COMPOSITION OF COMMISSION.

‘‘(a) MEMBERSHIP.—

‘(1) TOTAL MEMBERSHIP.—The Agreement should
provide for the Commission to be composed of 24
members, of which 12 members are appointed by the
President and 12 members are appointed by the Gov-
ernment of Canada.

‘(2) GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS.—The Agreement
should provide for the membership of the Commis-
sion, to the maximum extent practicable, to be rep-
resentative of—

““(A) the interests of the local communities (in-
cluding the governments of the communities), ab-
original peoples, and businesses that would be af-
fected by the connection of the rail system in Alas-
ka to the North American continental rail system;
and

‘(B) a broad range of expertise in areas of knowl-
edge that are relevant to the significant issues to
be considered by the Commission, including eco-
nomics, engineering, management of resources, so-
cial sciences, fish and game management, environ-
mental sciences, and transportation.

“(b) UNITED STATES MEMBERSHIP.—If the United
States and Canada enter into an agreement providing
for the establishment of the Commission, the President
shall appoint the United States members of the Com-
mission as follows:

(1) Two members from among persons who are
qualified to represent the interests of communities
and local governments of Alaska.

‘(2) One member representing the State of Alaska,
to be nominated by the Governor of Alaska.

‘“(3) One member from among persons who are
qualified to represent the interests of Native Alas-
kans residing in the area of Alaska that would be af-
fected by the extension of rail service.
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