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active duty would impair the efficiency of the 
military department concerned. 

The President may retain the unit organiza-
tions and the equipment thereof, exclusive of 
the individual members thereof, in the active 
Federal service for a total period of five con-
secutive years, and upon being relieved by the 
appropriate Secretary from active Federal serv-
ice, National Guard, or Air National Guard 
units, shall, insofar as practicable, be returned 
to their National Guard or Air National Guard 
status in their respective States, Territories, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, with 
pertinent records, colors, histories, trophies, 
and other historical impedimenta. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 21, as added June 
30, 1950, ch. 445, § 2, 64 Stat. 318; amended June 19, 
1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(x), 65 Stat. 87; July 7, 
1952, ch. 584, § 1, 66 Stat. 440.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1952—Act July 7, 1952, authorized the President to re-

tain unit organizations and their equipment, exclusive 

of individual members, for a period of five years. 
1951—Act June 19, 1951, substituted ‘‘July 1, 1953’’ for 

‘‘July 9, 1951’’, ‘‘twenty-four months’’ for ‘‘twenty-one 

months’’, and inserted last sentence. 

EX. ORD. NO. 10271. DELEGATION OF PRESIDENT’S 

AUTHORITY 

Ex. Ord. No. 10271, July 7, 1951, 16 F.R. 6661, as amend-

ed by Ex. Ord. No. 13286, § 80, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 10631, 

provided: 
There is hereby delegated to the Secretary of Defense 

the authority vested in the President by section 21 of 

the Universal Military Training and Service Act (64 

Stat. 318), as amended by the 1951 Amendments to the 

Universal Military Training and Service Act (65 Stat. 

87; Public Law 51, 82d Congress) [this section], to order 

into the active military or naval service of the United 

States for a period not to exceed twenty-four months, 

with or without their consent, any or all members and 

units of any or all Reserve components of the Armed 

Forces of the United States and retired personnel of the 

Regular Armed Forces: Provided, that so much of the 

authority of the President under the said section 21, as 

amended [this section], as relates to any Reserve com-

ponent of the United States Coast Guard or to retired 

personnel of the Regular Coast Guard is hereby dele-

gated to the Secretary of Homeland Security. 
The Secretary of Defense is hereby authorized to re-

delegate, subject to such conditions as the Secretary 

may deem appropriate, to the Secretaries of the Army, 

Navy, and Air Force such functions under this order as 

affect their respective services. 

§ 471a. Procedural rights 

(a) It is hereby declared to be the purpose of 
this section to guarantee to each registrant as-
serting a claim before a local or appeal board, a 
fair hearing consistent with the informal and 
expeditious processing which is required by se-
lective service cases. 

(b) Pursuant to such rules and regulations as 
the President may prescribe— 

(1) Each registrant shall be afforded the oppor-
tunity to appear in person before the local or 
any appeal board of the Selective Service Sys-
tem to testify and present evidence regarding 
his status. 

(2) Subject to reasonable limitations on the 
number of witnesses and the total time allotted 
to each registrant, each registrant shall have 
the right to present witnesses on his behalf be-
fore the local board. 

(3) A quorum of any local board or appeal 
board shall be present during the registrant’s 
personal appearance. 

(4) In the event of a decision adverse to the 
claim of a registrant, the local or appeal board 
making such decision shall, upon request, fur-
nish to such registrant a brief written statement 
of the reasons for its decision. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 22, as added Pub. 
L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(36), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 
Stat. 353.) 

§ 472. Period of increased service applicable to 
all personnel 

Wherever in this amendatory Act the period of 
active service for any category of persons is in-
creased, such increased period of service shall be 
applicable to all persons in such category serv-
ing on active duty in the Armed Forces on the 
date of the enactment of this amendatory Act 
[June 19, 1951]. 

(June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 4, 65 Stat. 88.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the 1951 Amendments 

to the Universal Military Training and Service Act, 

and not as part of the Military Selective Service Act, 

title I of which comprises sections 451 to 471a of this 

Appendix. 

§ 473. Regulations governing liquor sales; pen-
alties 

Subject to section 2683(c) of title 10, United 
States Code, the Secretary of Defense is author-
ized to make such regulations as he may deem 
to be appropriate governing the sale, consump-
tion, possession of or traffic in beer, wine, or 
any other intoxicating liquors to or by members 
of the Armed Forces or the National Security 
Training Corps at or near any camp, station, 
post, or other place primarily occupied by mem-
bers of the Armed Forces or the National Secu-
rity Training Corps. Any person, corporation, 
partnership, or association who knowingly vio-
lates the regulations which may be made here-
under shall, unless otherwise punishable under 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice, be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and be punished by a 
fine of not more than $1,000 or imprisonment for 
not more than twelve months, or both. 

(June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 6, 65 Stat. 88; Pub. 
L. 99–145, title XII, § 1224(b)(2), Nov. 8, 1985, 99 
Stat. 729.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Uniform Code of Military Justice, referred to in 

text, is classified generally to chapter 47 (§ 801 et seq.) 

of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as a part of the 1951 Amend-

ments to the Universal Military Training and Service 

Act, and not as a part of the Military Selective Service 

Act, title I of which comprises sections 451 to 471a of 

this Appendix. 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Pub. L. 99–145 substituted ‘‘Subject to section 

2683(c) of title 10, United States Code, the’’ for ‘‘The’’. 
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–145 effective 90 days after 

Nov. 8, 1985, see section 1224(d) of Pub. L. 99–145, set out 

as a note under section 2683 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL RELIEF ACT 

ACT OCT. 17, 1940, CH. 888, 54 STAT. 1178 

Sec. 

501. Short title. 

502. Purpose. 

TITLE I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

511. Definitions. 

512. Jurisdiction and applicability of Act. 

513. Protection of persons secondarily liable. 

514. Extension of protections to citizens serving 

with allied forces. 

515. Notification of benefits. 

515a. Information for members of the Armed 

Forces and their dependents on rights and 

protections of the Servicemembers Civil Re-

lief Act. 

516. Extension of rights and protections to re-

serves ordered to report for military service 

and to persons ordered to report for induc-

tion. 

517. Waiver of rights pursuant to written agree-

ment. 

518. Exercise of rights under Act not to affect cer-

tain future financial transactions. 

519. Legal representatives. 

TITLE II—GENERAL RELIEF 

521. Protection of servicemembers against default 

judgments. 

522. Stay of proceedings when servicemember has 

notice. 

523. Fines and penalties under contracts. 

524. Stay or vacation of execution of judgments, 

attachments, and garnishments. 

525. Duration and term of stays; codefendants not 

in service. 

526. Statute of limitations. 

527. Maximum rate of interest on debts incurred 

before military service. 

TITLE III—RENT, INSTALLMENT CONTRACTS, 

MORTGAGES, LIENS, ASSIGNMENT, LEASES 

531. Evictions and distress. 

532. Protection under installment contracts for 

purchase or lease. 

533. Mortgages and trust deeds. 

534. Settlement of stayed cases relating to per-

sonal property. 

535. Termination of residential or motor vehicle 

leases. 

535a. Termination of telephone service contracts. 

536. Protection of life insurance policy. 

537. Enforcement of storage liens. 

538. Extension of protections to dependents. 

TITLE IV—LIFE INSURANCE 

541. Definitions. 

542. Insurance rights and protections. 

543. Application for insurance protection. 

544. Policies entitled to protection and lapse of 

policies. 

545. Policy restrictions. 

546. Deduction of unpaid premiums. 

547. Premiums and interest guaranteed by United 

States. 

548. Regulations. 

549. Review of findings of fact and conclusions of 

law. 

TITLE V—TAXES AND PUBLIC LANDS 

561. Taxes respecting personal property, money, 

credits, and real property. 

Sec. 

562. Rights in public lands. 

563. Desert-land entries. 

564. Mining claims. 

565. Mineral permits and leases. 

566. Perfection or defense of rights. 

567. Distribution of information concerning bene-

fits of title. 

568. Land rights of servicemembers. 

569. Regulations. 

570. Income taxes. 

571. Residence for tax purposes. 

TITLE VI—ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES 

581. Inappropriate use of Act. 

582. Certificates of service; persons reported miss-

ing. 

583. Interlocutory orders. 

TITLE VII—FURTHER RELIEF 

591. Anticipatory relief. 

592. Power of attorney. 

593. Professional liability protection. 

594. Health insurance reinstatement. 

595. Guarantee of residency for military personnel 

and spouses of military personnel. 

596. Business or trade obligations. 

597. Enforcement by the Attorney General. 

597a. Private right of action. 

597b. Preservation of remedies. 

CODIFICATION 

The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, comprising sec-

tions 501 to 515 and 516 to 597b of this Appendix, was 

originally enacted as act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, 54 Stat. 

1178, known as the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief 

Act of 1940, and amended by acts Oct. 6, 1942, ch. 581, 56 

Stat. 769; July 3, 1944, ch. 397, 58 Stat. 722; Apr. 3, 1948, 

ch. 170, 62 Stat. 160; June 23, 1952, ch. 450, 66 Stat. 151; 

July 11, 1956, ch. 570, 70 Stat. 528; Pub. L. 85–857, Sept. 

2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1105; Pub. L. 86–721, Sept. 8, 1960, 74 Stat. 

820; Pub. L. 87–771, Oct. 9, 1962, 76 Stat. 768; Pub. L. 

89–358, Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 12; Pub. L. 92–540, Oct. 24, 

1972, 86 Stat. 1074; Pub. L. 102–12, Mar. 18, 1991, 105 Stat. 

34; Pub. L. 104–106, Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 186; Pub. L. 

107–107, Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1012; Pub. L. 107–330, Dec. 

6, 2002, 116 Stat. 2820. Sections of the act Oct. 17, 1940, 

are shown herein, however, as having been added by 

Pub. L. 108–189, § 1, Dec. 19, 2003, 117 Stat. 2835, without 

reference to the intervening amendments listed above 

because of the extensive revision of act Oct. 17, 1940, by 

Pub. L. 108–189. 

SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ CIVIL RELIEF ACT OF 1918 

Former provisions on this subject were contained in 

act Mar. 8, 1918, ch. 20, 40 Stat. 440, known as the Sol-

diers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of 1918, section 101 et 

seq. of this Appendix. 

§ 501. Short title 

This Act [sections 501 to 515 and 516 to 597b of 
this Appendix] may be cited as the ‘‘Service-
members Civil Relief Act’’. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, § 1(a), as added Pub. L. 
108–189, § 1, Dec. 19, 2003, 117 Stat. 2835.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 501, act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, § 1, 54 

Stat. 1178, provided that this Act could be cited as the 

Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Relief Act of 1940, prior to the 

general amendment of this Act by Pub. L. 108–189. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 108–189, § 3, Dec. 19, 2003, 117 Stat. 2866, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The amendment made by section 1 [enact-

ing sections 501 to 515 and 516 to 596 of this Appendix] 

shall apply to any case that is not final before the date 

of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 19, 2003].’’ 
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