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(e) Arrearages and other obligations and liabil-
ities 

(1) Leases of premises 

Rent amounts for a lease described in sub-
section (b)(1) that are unpaid for the period 
preceding the effective date of the lease termi-
nation shall be paid on a prorated basis. The 
lessor may not impose an early termination 
charge, but any taxes, summonses, or other 
obligations and liabilities of the lessee in ac-
cordance with the terms of the lease, includ-
ing reasonable charges to the lessee for excess 
wear, that are due and unpaid at the time of 
termination of the lease shall be paid by the 
lessee. 

(2) Leases of motor vehicles 

Lease amounts for a lease described in sub-
section (b)(2) that are unpaid for the period 
preceding the effective date of the lease termi-
nation shall be paid on a prorated basis. The 
lessor may not impose an early termination 
charge, but any taxes, summonses, title and 
registration fees, or other obligations and li-
abilities of the lessee in accordance with the 
terms of the lease, including reasonable 
charges to the lessee for excess wear or use 
and mileage, that are due and unpaid at the 
time of termination of the lease shall be paid 
by the lessee. 

(f) Rent paid in advance 

Rents or lease amounts paid in advance for a 
period after the effective date of the termi-
nation of the lease shall be refunded to the les-
see by the lessor (or the lessor’s assignee or the 
assignee’s agent) within 30 days of the effective 
date of the termination of the lease. 

(g) Relief to lessor 

Upon application by the lessor to a court be-
fore the termination date provided in the writ-
ten notice, relief granted by this section to a 
servicemember may be modified as justice and 
equity require. 

(h) Misdemeanor 

Any person who knowingly seizes, holds, or de-
tains the personal effects, security deposit, or 
other property of a servicemember or a service-
member’s dependent who lawfully terminates a 
lease covered by this section, or who knowingly 
interferes with the removal of such property 
from premises covered by such lease, for the 
purpose of subjecting or attempting to subject 
any of such property to a claim for rent accru-
ing subsequent to the date of termination of 
such lease, or attempts to do so, shall be fined 
as provided in title 18, United States Code, or 
imprisoned for not more than one year, or both. 

(i) Definitions 

(1) Military orders 

The term ‘‘military orders’’, with respect to 
a servicemember, means official military or-
ders, or any notification, certification, or ver-
ification from the servicemember’s command-
ing officer, with respect to the service-
member’s current or future military duty 
status. 

(2) ConUS 

The term ‘‘continental United States’’ 
means the 48 contiguous States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, title III, § 305, as added 
Pub. L. 108–189, § 1, Dec. 19, 2003, 117 Stat. 2848; 
amended Pub. L. 108–454, title VII, § 704, Dec. 10, 
2004, 118 Stat. 3624; Pub. L. 111–275, title III, 
§§ 301, 303(b)(5), Oct. 13, 2010, 124 Stat. 2875, 2878.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 535, act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. III, 

§ 305, as added Oct. 6, 1942, ch. 581, § 12, 56 Stat. 773; 

amended Pub. L. 102–12, § 9(9), Mar. 18, 1991, 105 Stat. 40, 

related to protection of assignor of life insurance pol-

icy, enforcement of storage liens, and penalties, prior 

to the general amendment of this Act by Pub. L. 

108–189. See sections 536 and 537 of this Appendix. 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 111–275, § 301, amended sub-

sec. (e) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-

lows: ‘‘Rents or lease amounts unpaid for the period 

preceding the effective date of the lease termination 

shall be paid on a prorated basis. In the case of the 

lease of a motor vehicle, the lessor may not impose an 

early termination charge, but any taxes, summonses, 

and title and registration fees and any other obligation 

and liability of the lessee in accordance with the terms 

of the lease, including reasonable charges to the lessee 

for excess wear, use and mileage, that are due and un-

paid at the time of termination of the lease shall be 

paid by the lessee.’’ 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 111–275, § 303(b)(5), amended sub-

sec. (h) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (h) re-

lated to penalties. 

2004—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–454, § 704(a), amended 

subsec. (a) generally, designating existing provisions as 

par. (1), inserting par. heading, and adding par. (2). 

Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 108–454, § 704(c), inserted 

‘‘, or as an individual in support of a military oper-

ation,’’ after ‘‘deploy with a military unit’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 108–454, § 704(b)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘military orders—’’ for ‘‘military orders for a 

permanent change of station outside of the continental 

United States or to deploy’’, added cl.(i), and inserted 

‘‘(ii) to deploy’’ before ‘‘with a military unit’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 108–454, § 704(c), inserted 

‘‘, or as an individual in support of a military oper-

ation,’’ after ‘‘deploy with a military unit’’. 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 108–454, § 704(b)(2), added subsec. 

(i). 

§ 535a. Termination of telephone service con-
tracts 

(a) Termination by servicemember 

(1) Termination 

A servicemember may terminate a contract 
described in subsection (b) at any time after 
the date the servicemember receives military 
orders to relocate for a period of not less than 
90 days to a location that does not support the 
contract. 

(2) Notice 

In the case that a servicemember terminates 
a contract as described in paragraph (1), the 
service provider under the contract shall pro-
vide such servicemember with written or elec-
tronic notice of the servicemember’s rights 
under such paragraph. 

(3) Manner of termination 

Termination of a contract under paragraph 
(1) shall be made by delivery of a written or 
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electronic notice of such termination and a 
copy of the servicemember’s military orders to 
the service provider, delivered in accordance 
with industry standards for notification of ter-
minations, together with the date on which 
the service is to be terminated. 

(b) Covered contracts 

A contract described in this subsection is a 
contract for cellular telephone service or tele-
phone exchange service entered into by the 
servicemember before receiving the military or-
ders referred to in subsection (a)(1). 

(c) Retention of telephone number 

In the case of a contract terminated under 
subsection (a) by a servicemember whose period 
of relocation is for a period of three years or 
less, the service provider under the contract 
shall, notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, allow the servicemember to keep the tele-
phone number the servicemember has under the 
contract if the servicemember re-subscribes to 
the service during the 90-day period beginning 
on the last day of such period of relocation. 

(d) Family plans 

In the case of a contract for cellular telephone 
service entered into by any individual in which 
a servicemember is a designated beneficiary of 
the contract, the individual who entered into 
the contract may terminate the contract— 

(1) with respect to the servicemember if the 
servicemember is eligible to terminate con-
tracts pursuant to subsection (a); and 

(2) with respect to all of the designated bene-
ficiaries of such contract if all such bene-
ficiaries accompany the servicemember during 
the servicemember’s period of relocation. 

(e) Other obligations and liabilities 

For any contract terminated under this sec-
tion, the service provider under the contract 
may not impose an early termination charge, 
but any tax or any other obligation or liability 
of the servicemember that, in accordance with 
the terms of the contract, is due and unpaid or 
unperformed at the time of termination of the 
contract shall be paid or performed by the 
servicemember. If the servicemember re-sub-
scribes to the service provided under a covered 
contract during the 90-day period beginning on 
the last day of the servicemember’s period of re-
location, the service provider may not impose a 
charge for reinstating service, other than the 
usual and customary charges for the installa-
tion or acquisition of customer equipment im-
posed on any other subscriber. 

(f) Return of advance payments 

Not later than 60 days after the effective date 
of the termination of a contract under this sec-
tion, the service provider under the contract 
shall refund to the servicemember any fee or 
other amount to the extent paid for a period ex-
tending until after such date, except for the re-
mainder of the monthly or similar billing period 
in which the termination occurs. 

(g) Definitions 

For purposes of this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘cellular telephone service’’ 

means commercial mobile service, as that 

term is defined in section 332(d) of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 332(d)). 

(2) The term ‘‘telephone exchange service’’ 
has the meaning given that term under section 
3 of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 
153). 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, title III, § 305A, as added 
Pub. L. 110–389, title VIII, § 805(a), Oct. 10, 2008, 
122 Stat. 4188; amended Pub. L. 111–275, title III, 
§ 302(a), Oct. 13, 2010, 124 Stat. 2875.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Pub. L. 111–275 amended section generally, sub-

stituting provisions relating to termination of tele-

phone service contracts for provisions relating to ter-

mination or suspension of contracts for cellular tele-

phone service. 

§ 536. Protection of life insurance policy 

(a) Assignment of policy protected 

If a life insurance policy on the life of a 
servicemember is assigned before military serv-
ice to secure the payment of an obligation, the 
assignee of the policy (except the insurer in con-
nection with a policy loan) may not exercise, 
during a period of military service of the 
servicemember or within one year thereafter, 
any right or option obtained under the assign-
ment without a court order. 

(b) Exception 

The prohibition in subsection (a) shall not 
apply— 

(1) if the assignee has the written consent of 
the insured made during the period described 
in subsection (a); 

(2) when the premiums on the policy are due 
and unpaid; or 

(3) upon the death of the insured. 

(c) Order refused because of material affect 

A court which receives an application for an 
order required under subsection (a) may refuse 
to grant such order if the court determines the 
ability of the servicemember to comply with the 
terms of the obligation is materially affected by 
military service. 

(d) Treatment of guaranteed premiums 

For purposes of this subsection, premiums 
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV of 
this Act [sections 541 to 549 of this Appendix] 
shall not be considered due and unpaid. 

(e) Misdemeanor 

A person who knowingly takes an action con-
trary to this section, or attempts to do so, shall 
be fined as provided in title 18, United States 
Code, or imprisoned for not more than one year, 
or both. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, title III, § 306, as added 
Pub. L. 108–189, § 1, Dec. 19, 2003, 117 Stat. 2850; 
amended Pub. L. 111–275, title III, § 303(b)(6), Oct. 
13, 2010, 124 Stat. 2878.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 536, act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. III, 

§ 306, as added Oct. 6, 1942, ch. 581, § 12, 56 Stat. 773, re-

lated to extension of benefits to dependents, prior to 

the general amendment of this Act by Pub. L. 108–189. 

See section 538 of this Appendix. 
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