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rity of United States Government programs, 
or administrative activities; 

(2) traditional diplomatic or military activi-
ties or routine support to such activities; 

(3) traditional law enforcement activities 
conducted by United States Government law 
enforcement agencies or routine support to 
such activities; or 

(4) activities to provide routine support to 
the overt activities (other than activities de-
scribed in paragraph (1), (2), or (3)) of other 
United States Government agencies abroad. 

(f) Prohibition on covert actions intended to in-
fluence United States political processes, etc. 

No covert action may be conducted which is 
intended to influence United States political 
processes, public opinion, policies, or media. 

(g) Notice and general description where access 
to finding or notification limited; mainte-
nance of records and written statements 

(1) In any case where access to a finding re-
ported under subsection (c) or notification pro-
vided under subsection (d)(1) is not made avail-
able to all members of a congressional intel-
ligence committee in accordance with sub-
section (c)(2), the President shall notify all 
members of such committee that such finding or 
such notification has been provided only to the 
members specified in subsection (c)(2). 

(2) In any case where access to a finding re-
ported under subsection (c) or notification pro-
vided under subsection (d)(1) is not made avail-
able to all members of a congressional intel-
ligence committee in accordance with sub-
section (c)(2), the President shall provide to all 
members of such committee a general descrip-
tion regarding the finding or notification, as ap-
plicable, consistent with the reasons for not yet 
fully informing all members of such committee. 

(3) The President shall maintain— 
(A) a record of the members of Congress to 

whom a finding is reported under subsection 
(c) or notification is provided under subsection 
(d)(1) and the date on which each member of 
Congress receives such finding or notification; 
and 

(B) each written statement provided under 
subsection (c)(5). 

(July 26, 1947, ch. 343, title V, § 503, as added Pub. 
L. 102–88, title VI, § 602(a)(2), Aug. 14, 1991, 105 
Stat. 442; amended Pub. L. 107–306, title III, 
§ 353(b)(3)(C), (8), Nov. 27, 2002, 116 Stat. 2402; 
Pub. L. 108–458, title I, § 1071(a)(1)(Y), Dec. 17, 
2004, 118 Stat. 3689; Pub. L. 111–259, title III, 
§ 331(c), Oct. 7, 2010, 124 Stat. 2685.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 503 of act July 26, 1947, ch. 343, was re-

numbered section 505 and is classified to section 415 of 

this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111–259, § 331(c)(1), in-

serted ‘‘(including the legal basis under which the co-

vert action is being or was conducted)’’ before ‘‘which 

is in the possession’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 111–259, § 331(c)(2)(A), inserted 

‘‘in writing’’ after ‘‘be reported’’. 

Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 111–259, § 331(c)(2)(B), redesig-

nated second sentence of par. (4) as (5)(A). 

Subsec. (c)(5)(A). Pub. L. 111–259, § 331(c)(2)(C)(i), in-

serted ‘‘, or a notification provided under subsection 

(d)(1),’’ before ‘‘is limited’’ and ‘‘written’’ before ‘‘state-

ment’’. 
Pub. L. 111–259, § 331(c)(2)(B), redesignated second sen-

tence of par. (4) as (5)(A). 
Subsec. (c)(5)(B). Pub. L. 111–259, § 331(c)(2)(C)(ii), 

added subpar. (B). 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 111–259, § 331(c)(3), designated ex-

isting provisions as par. (1), inserted ‘‘in writing’’ after 

‘‘notified’’, and added par. (2). 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 111–259, § 331(c)(4), added subsec. 

(g). 
2004—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–458 substituted ‘‘Direc-

tor of National Intelligence’’ for ‘‘Director of Central 

Intelligence’’ in introductory provisions. 
2002—Subsecs. (b), (c)(1) to (3). Pub. L. 107–306, 

§ 353(b)(3)(C), substituted ‘‘congressional intelligence 

committees’’ for ‘‘intelligence committees’’ wherever 

appearing. 
Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 107–306, § 353(b)(8), substituted 

‘‘congressional intelligence committee’’ for ‘‘intel-

ligence committee’’. 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–306, § 353(b)(3)(C), substituted 

‘‘congressional intelligence committees’’ for ‘‘intel-

ligence committees’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT 

For Determination by President that amendment by 

Pub. L. 108–458 take effect on Apr. 21, 2005, see Memo-

randum of President of the United States, Apr. 21, 2005, 

70 F.R. 23925, set out as a note under section 401 of this 

title. 
Amendment by Pub. L. 108–458 effective not later 

than six months after Dec. 17, 2004, except as otherwise 

expressly provided, see section 1097(a) of Pub. L. 

108–458, set out in an Effective Date of 2004 Amendment; 

Transition Provisions note under section 401 of this 

title. 

§ 413c. Communications with the Committees on 
Armed Services of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives 

(a) Requests of committees 

The Director of the National Counterterrorism 
Center, the Director of a national intelligence 
center, or the head of any element of the intel-
ligence community shall, not later than 45 days 
after receiving a written request from the Chair 
or ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Armed Services of the Senate or the Commit-
tee on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives for any existing intelligence assess-
ment, report, estimate, or legal opinion relating 
to matters within the jurisdiction of such Com-
mittee, make available to such committee such 
assessment, report, estimate, or legal opinion, 
as the case may be. 

(b) Assertion of privilege 

(1) In general 

In response to a request covered by sub-
section (a), the Director of the National 
Counterterrorism Center, the Director of a na-
tional intelligence center, or the head of any 
element of the intelligence community shall 
provide to the Committee making such re-
quest the document or information covered by 
such request unless the President determines 
that such document or information shall not 
be provided because the President is asserting 
a privilege pursuant to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

(2) Submission to Congress 

The White House Counsel shall submit to 
Congress in writing any assertion by the 
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President under paragraph (1) of a privilege 
pursuant to the Constitution. 

(c) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Intelligence community 

The term ‘‘intelligence community’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 401a(4) of 
this title. 

(2) Intelligence assessment 

The term ‘‘intelligence assessment’’ means 
an intelligence-related analytical study of a 
subject of policy significance and does not in-
clude building-block papers, research projects, 
and reference aids. 

(3) Intelligence estimate 

The term ‘‘intelligence estimate’’ means an 
appraisal of available intelligence relating to 
a specific situation or condition with a view to 
determining the courses of action open to an 
enemy or potential enemy and the probable 
order of adoption of such courses of action. 

(Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title X, § 1079, Jan. 28, 
2008, 122 Stat. 334.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the National Defense 

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, and not as part 

of the National Security Act of 1947 which comprises 

this chapter. 

§ 414. Funding of intelligence activities 

(a) Obligations and expenditures for intelligence 
or intelligence-related activity; prerequisites 

Appropriated funds available to an intel-
ligence agency may be obligated or expended for 
an intelligence or intelligence-related activity 
only if— 

(1) those funds were specifically authorized 
by the Congress for use for such activities; or 

(2) in the case of funds from the Reserve for 
Contingencies of the Central Intelligence 
Agency and consistent with the provisions of 
section 413b of this title concerning any sig-
nificant anticipated intelligence activity, the 
Director of the Central Intelligence Agency 
has notified the appropriate congressional 
committees of the intent to make such funds 
available for such activity; or 

(3) in the case of funds specifically author-
ized by the Congress for a different activity— 

(A) the activity to be funded is a higher 
priority intelligence or intelligence-related 
activity; 

(B) the use of such funds for such activity 
supports an emergent need, improves pro-
gram effectiveness, or increases efficiency; 
and 

(C) the Director of National Intelligence, 
the Secretary of Defense, or the Attorney 
General, as appropriate, has notified the ap-
propriate congressional committees of the 
intent to make such funds available for such 
activity; 

(4) nothing in this subsection prohibits obli-
gation or expenditure of funds available to an 
intelligence agency in accordance with sec-
tions 1535 and 1536 of title 31. 

(b) Activities denied funding by Congress 

Funds available to an intelligence agency may 
not be made available for any intelligence or in-
telligence-related activity for which funds were 
denied by the Congress. 

(c) Presidential finding required for expenditure 
of funds on covert action 

No funds appropriated for, or otherwise avail-
able to, any department, agency, or entity of the 
United States Government may be expended, or 
may be directed to be expended, for any covert 
action, as defined in section 413b(e) of this title, 
unless and until a Presidential finding required 
by subsection (a) of section 413b of this title has 
been signed or otherwise issued in accordance 
with that subsection. 

(d) Report to Congressional committees required 
for expenditure of nonappropriated funds for 
intelligence activity 

(1) Except as otherwise specifically provided 
by law, funds available to an intelligence agency 
that are not appropriated funds may be obli-
gated or expended for an intelligence or intel-
ligence-related activity only if those funds are 
used for activities reported to the appropriate 
congressional committees pursuant to proce-
dures which identify— 

(A) the types of activities for which nonap-
propriated funds may be expended; and 

(B) the circumstances under which an activ-
ity must be reported as a significant antici-
pated intelligence activity before such funds 
can be expended. 

(2) Procedures for purposes of paragraph (1) 
shall be jointly agreed upon by the congres-
sional intelligence committees and, as appro-
priate, the Director of National Intelligence or 
the Secretary of Defense. 

(e) Definitions 

As used in this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘intelligence agency’’ means 

any department, agency, or other entity of the 
United States involved in intelligence or intel-
ligence-related activities; 

(2) the term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ means the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence and the Committee on Appropriations 
of the Senate; and 

(3) the term ‘‘specifically authorized by the 
Congress’’ means that— 

(A) the activity and the amount of funds 
proposed to be used for that activity were 
identified in a formal budget request to the 
Congress, but funds shall be deemed to be 
specifically authorized for that activity only 
to the extent that the Congress both author-
ized the funds to be appropriated for that ac-
tivity and appropriated the funds for that 
activity; or 

(B) although the funds were not formally 
requested, the Congress both specifically au-
thorized the appropriation of the funds for 
the activity and appropriated the funds for 
the activity. 

(July 26, 1947, ch. 343, title V, § 504, formerly 
§ 502, as added Pub. L. 99–169, title IV, § 401(a), 
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