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ducted pursuant to title V of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 413 et seq.). 

(Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(7) [div. B, title 
XI, § 1132], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 1501A–493). 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Security Act of 1947, referred to in sub-

sec. (b), is act July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 61 Stat. 495, as 

amended. Title V of the Act is classified generally to 

subchapter III (§ 413 et seq.) of chapter 15 of this title. 

For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 401 of this title 

and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Arms Control and 

Nonproliferation Act of 1999, and also as part of the 

Arms Control, Nonproliferation, and Security Assist-

ance Act of 1999, and the Admiral James W. Nance and 

Meg Donovan Foreign Relations Authorization Act, 

Fiscal Years, 2000 and 2001, and not as part of Pub. L. 

91–121, title IV, § 409, Nov. 19, 1969, 83 Stat. 209, which 

comprises this chapter. 

CHAPTER 33—WAR POWERS RESOLUTION 

Sec. 

1541. Purpose and policy. 

1542. Consultation; initial and regular consulta-

tions. 

1543. Reporting requirement. 

1544. Congressional action. 

1545. Congressional priority procedures for joint 

resolution or bill. 

1546. Congressional priority procedures for concur-

rent resolution. 

1546a. Expedited procedures for certain joint resolu-
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1547. Interpretation of joint resolution. 

1548. Separability. 

§ 1541. Purpose and policy 

(a) Congressional declaration 

It is the purpose of this chapter to fulfill the 
intent of the framers of the Constitution of the 
United States and insure that the collective 
judgment of both the Congress and the President 
will apply to the introduction of United States 
Armed Forces into hostilities, or into situations 
where imminent involvement in hostilities is 
clearly indicated by the circumstances, and to 
the continued use of such forces in hostilities or 
in such situations. 

(b) Congressional legislative power under nec-
essary and proper clause 

Under article I, section 8, of the Constitution, 
it is specifically provided that the Congress 
shall have the power to make all laws necessary 
and proper for carrying into execution, not only 
its own powers but also all other powers vested 
by the Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any department or officer 
hereof. 

(c) Presidential executive power as Commander- 
in-Chief; limitation 

The constitutional powers of the President as 
Commander-in-Chief to introduce United States 
Armed Forces into hostilities, or into situations 
where imminent involvement in hostilities is 
clearly indicated by the circumstances, are exer-
cised only pursuant to (1) a declaration of war, 
(2) specific statutory authorization, or (3) a na-

tional emergency created by attack upon the 
United States, its territories or possessions, or 
its armed forces. 

(Pub. L. 93–148, § 2, Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 555.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 93–148, § 10, Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 559, provided 

that: ‘‘This joint resolution [enacting this chapter] 

shall take effect on the date of its enactment [Nov. 7, 

1973].’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 93–148, § 1, Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 555, provided 

that: ‘‘This joint resolution [enacting this chapter] 

may be cited as the ‘War Powers Resolution’.’’ 

REPORT ON RESPONSIBLE REDEPLOYMENT OF UNITED 

STATES ARMED FORCES FROM IRAQ 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title XII, § 1227, Oct. 28, 2009, 123 

Stat. 2525, as amended by Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title 

XII, § 1233(a)–(e), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4396, 4397, pro-

vided that: 

‘‘(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 days after 

the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 28, 2009], or 

December 31, 2010, whichever occurs later, and every 180 

days thereafter, the Secretary of Defense shall submit 

to the appropriate congressional committees a report 

concerning the responsible redeployment of United 

States Armed Forces from Iraq in accordance with the 

policy announced by the President on February 27, 2009, 

and the Agreement Between the United States of Amer-

ica and the Republic of Iraq On the Withdrawal of 

United States Forces From Iraq and the Organization 

of Their Activities During Their Temporary Presence 

in Iraq. 

‘‘(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under sub-

section (a) shall include the following elements: 

‘‘(1) The number of United States military person-

nel in Iraq by service and component for each month 

of the preceding 90-day period and an estimate of the 

personnel levels in Iraq for the 90-day period follow-

ing submission of the report. 

‘‘(2) The number and type of military installations 

in Iraq occupied by 100 or more United States mili-

tary personnel and the number of such military in-

stallations closed, consolidated, or transferred to the 

Government of Iraq in the preceding 90-day period. 

‘‘(3) An estimate of the number of military vehicles, 

containers of equipment, tons of ammunition, or 

other significant items belonging to the Department 

of Defense removed from Iraq during the preceding 

90-day period, an estimate of the remaining amount 

of such items belonging to the Department of De-

fense, and an assessment of the likelihood of success-

fully removing, demilitarizing, or otherwise transfer-

ring all items belonging to the Department of De-

fense from Iraq on or before December 31, 2011. 

‘‘(4) An assessment of United States detainee oper-

ations and releases. Such assessment should include 

the total number of detainees held by the United 

States in Iraq, the number of detainees in each threat 

level category, the number of detainees who are not 

nationals of Iraq, the number of detainees transferred 

to Iraqi authorities, the number of detainees who 

were released from United States custody and the 

reasons for their release, and the number of detainees 

who having been released in the past were recaptured 

or had their remains identified planning or after car-

rying out attacks on United States or Coalition 

forces. 

‘‘(5) A listing of the objective and subjective factors 

utilized by the commander of United States 

Forces–Iraq, including any changes to that list in the 

case of an update to the report, to determine risk lev-

els associated with the drawdown of United States 

Armed Forces, and the process and timing that will 

be utilized by the commander of United States 

Forces–Iraq and the Secretary of Defense to assess 
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