§2521

SUBCHAPTER II—NUCLEAR WEAPONS
STOCKPILE MATTERS

PART A—STOCKPILE STEWARDSHIP AND WEAPONS
PRODUCTION

§ 2521. Stockpile stewardship program
(a) Establishment

The Secretary of Energy, acting through the
Administrator for Nuclear Security, shall estab-
lish a stewardship program to ensure—

(1) the preservation of the core intellectual
and technical competencies of the United
States in nuclear weapons, including weapons
design, system integration, manufacturing, se-
curity, use control, reliability assessment, and
certification; and

(2) that the nuclear weapons stockpile is
safe, secure, and reliable without the use of
underground nuclear weapons testing.

(b) Program elements

The program shall include the following:

(1) An increased level of effort for advanced
computational capabilities to enhance the
simulation and modeling capabilities of the
United States with respect to the performance
over time of nuclear weapons.

(2) An increased level of effort for above-
ground experimental programs, such as
hydrotesting, high-energy lasers, inertial con-
finement fusion, plasma physics, and mate-
rials research.

(3) Support for new facilities construction
projects that contribute to the experimental
capabilities of the United States, such as an
advanced hydrodynamics facility, the Na-
tional Ignition Facility, and other facilities
for above-ground experiments to assess nu-
clear weapons effects.

(4) Support for the use of, and experiments
facilitated by, the advanced experimental fa-
cilities of the United States, including—

(A) the National Ignition Facility at Law-
rence Livermore National Laboratory;

(B) the Dual Axis Radiographic Hydro-
dynamic Test Facility at Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory;

(C) the Z Machine at Sandia National Lab-
oratories; and

(D) the experimental facilities at the Ne-
vada National Security Site.

(5) Support for the sustainment and mod-
ernization of facilities with production and
manufacturing capabilities that are necessary
to ensure the safety, security, and reliability
of the nuclear weapons stockpile, including—

(A) the Pantex Plant;

(B) the Y-12 National Security Complex;

(C) the Kansas City Plant;

(D) the Savannah River Site; and

(E) production and manufacturing capa-
bilities resident in the national security lab-
oratories.

(Pub. L. 107-314, div. D, title XLII, §4201, for-
merly Pub. L. 103-160, div. C, title XXXI, §3138,
Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1946; Pub. L. 105-85, div. C,
title XXXI, §3152(e), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 2042;
renumbered Pub. L. 107-314, div. D, title XLII,
§4201, by Pub. L. 108-136, div. C, title XXXI,
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§3141(e)(2), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 17568; Pub. L.
111-84, div. C, title XXXI, §3111, Oct. 28, 2009, 123
Stat. 2702; Pub. L. 112-239, div. C, title XXXI,
§3131(b), (bb)(1)(C), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 2180,
2185.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly set out as a note under section
2121 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to
renumbering by Pub. L. 108-136.

AMENDMENTS

2013—Subsec. (b)(4)(D). Pub. L. 112-239, §3131(bb)(1)(C),
which directed substitution of ‘‘Nevada National Secu-
rity Site” for ‘‘Nevada Test Site’’, was executed by
making the substitution for ‘“‘Nevada test site’, to re-
flect the probable intent of Congress.

Subsec. (b)(6)(E). Pub. L. 112-239, §3131(b), struck out
‘‘(as defined in section 2471 of this title)’ after ‘‘labora-
tories”.

2009—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111-84, §3111(a), amended
subsec. (a) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as
follows: ‘““The Secretary of Energy shall establish a
stewardship program to ensure the preservation of the
core intellectual and technical competencies of the
United States in nuclear weapons, including weapons
design, system integration, manufacturing, security,
use control, reliability assessment, and certification.”

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 111-84, §3111(b)(1), substituted
‘“‘performance over time”’ for ‘‘detonation’.

Subsec. (b)(4), (5). Pub. L. 111-84, §3111(b)(2), added
pars. (4) and (5).

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 111-84, §3111(c), struck out subsec.
(c). Text read as follows: ‘“‘Of funds authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Secretary of Energy for fiscal year
1994 for weapons activities, $157,400,000 shall be avail-
able for the stewardship program established under
subsection (a).”

1997—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 105-85, which directed
amendment of this section by striking out subsecs. (d)
and (e), redesignating subsecs. (f) to (h) as (d) to (f), re-
spectively, and striking out ‘‘and the 60-day period re-
ferred to in subsection (e)(2)(A)(ii)”’ in subsec. (e), as so
redesignated, was executed by striking out subsec. (d)
which directed President to report to Congress, because
this section did not contain subsecs. (e) to (g).

§ 2522, Stockpile stewardship criteria

(a) Requirement for criteria

The Secretary of Energy shall develop clear
and specific criteria for judging whether the
science-based tools being used by the Depart-
ment of Energy for determining the safety and
reliability of the nuclear weapons stockpile are
performing in a manner that will provide an
adequate degree of certainty that the stockpile
is safe and reliable.

(b) Coordination with Secretary of Defense

The Secretary of Energy, in developing the
criteria required by subsection (a), shall coordi-
nate with the Secretary of Defense.

(Pub. L. 107-314, div. D, title XLII, §4202, for-
merly Pub. L. 105-261, div. C, title XXXI, §3158,
Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2257; Pub. L. 106-65, div. A,
title X, §1067(3), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 774; re-
numbered Pub. L. 107-314, div. D, title XLII,
§4202, by Pub. L. 108-136, div. C, title XXXI,
§3141(e)(3), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1758; Pub. L.
111-84, div. C, title XXXI, §3112, Oct. 28, 2009, 123
Stat. 2703; Pub. L. 112-239, div. C, title XXXI,
§3133(b)(1), (2), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 2192.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly set out as a note under section
2121 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to
renumbering by Pub. L. 108-136.
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