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material capable of sustaining an explosive 
nuclear chain reaction, including irradiated 
items containing such materials if the radi-
ation field from such items is not sufficient to 
prevent the theft or misuse of such items. 

(2) The term ‘‘radiological materials’’ in-
cludes Americium-241, Californium-252, Ce-
sium-137, Cobalt-60, Iridium-192, Plutonium- 
238, Radium-226, Strontium-90, Curium-244, 
and irradiated items containing such mate-
rials, or other materials designated by the 
Secretary of Energy for purposes of this para-
graph. 

(3) The term ‘‘related equipment’’ includes 
equipment useful for enrichment of uranium 
in the isotope 235 and for extraction of fissile 
materials from irradiated fuel rods and other 
equipment designated by the Secretary of En-
ergy for purposes of this section. 

(4) The term ‘‘highly-enriched uranium’’ 
means uranium enriched to or above 20 per-
cent in the isotope 235. 

(5) The term ‘‘low-enriched uranium’’ means 
uranium enriched below 20 percent in the iso-
tope 235. 

(6) The term ‘‘proliferation-attractive’’, in 
the case of fissile materials and radiological 
materials, means quantities and types of such 
materials that are determined by the Sec-
retary of Energy to present a significant risk 
to the national security of the United States if 
diverted to a use relating to proliferation. 

(Pub. L. 108–375, div. C, title XXXI, § 3132, Oct. 28, 
2004, 118 Stat. 2166; Pub. L. 109–364, div. C, title 
XXXI, § 3113, Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2504; Pub. L. 
112–239, div. C, title XXXI, § 3118, Jan. 2, 2013, 126 
Stat. 2173.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Ronald W. Reagan 

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 

2005, and not as part of the Atomic Energy Defense Act 

which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsec. (f)(2). Pub. L. 112–239, § 3118(a), amended 

par. (2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) related 

to programs covered and listed certain international 

programs within the Global Threat Reduction Initia-

tive. 
Subsec. (f)(7). Pub. L. 112–239, § 3118(b), substituted 

‘‘December 31, 2018’’ for ‘‘December 31, 2013’’. 
2006—Subsecs. (f), (g). Pub. L. 109–364 added subsec. (f) 

and redesignated former subsec. (f) as (g). 

‘‘CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES’’ DEFINED 

Congressional defense committees has the meaning 

given that term in section 101(a)(16) of Title 10, Armed 

Forces, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108–375, Oct. 28, 2004, 118 

Stat. 1825. See note under section 101 of Title 10. 

§ 2570. Silk Road Initiative 

(a) Program authorized 

(1) The Secretary of Energy may carry out a 
program, to be known as the Silk Road Initia-
tive, to promote non-weapons-related employ-
ment opportunities for scientists, engineers, and 
technicians formerly engaged in activities to de-
velop and produce weapons of mass destruction 
in Silk Road nations. The program should— 

(A) incorporate best practices under the Ini-
tiatives for Proliferation Prevention program; 
and 

(B) facilitate commercial partnerships be-
tween private entities in the United States 
and scientists, engineers, and technicians in 
the Silk Road nations. 

(2) Before implementing the program with re-
spect to multiple Silk Road nations, the Sec-
retary of Energy shall carry out a pilot program 
with respect to one Silk Road nation selected by 
the Secretary. It is the sense of Congress that 
the Secretary should select the Republic of 
Georgia. 

(b) Silk Road nations defined 

In this section, the Silk Road nations are Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, the Republic of Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 

(c) Funding 

Of the funds authorized to be appropriated to 
the Department of Energy for nonproliferation 
and international security for fiscal year 2005, 
up to $10,000,000 may be used to carry out this 
section. 

(Pub. L. 108–375, div. C, title XXXI, § 3133, Oct. 28, 
2004, 118 Stat. 2168.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Ronald W. Reagan 

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 

2005, and not as part of the Atomic Energy Defense Act 

which comprises this chapter. 

§ 2571. Nuclear Nonproliferation Fellowships for 
scientists employed by United States and 
Russian Federation 

(a) In general 

(1) From amounts made available to carry out 
this section, the Administrator for Nuclear Se-
curity may carry out a program under which the 
Administrator awards, to scientists employed at 
nonproliferation research laboratories of the 
Russian Federation and the United States, 
international exchange fellowships, to be known 
as Nuclear Nonproliferation Fellowships, in the 
nuclear nonproliferation sciences. 

(2) The purpose of the program shall be to pro-
vide opportunities for advancement in the nu-
clear nonproliferation sciences to scientists 
who, as demonstrated by their academic or pro-
fessional achievements, show particular promise 
of making significant contributions in those sci-
ences. 

(3) A fellowship awarded to a scientist under 
the program shall be for collaborative study and 
training or advanced research at— 

(A) a nonproliferation research laboratory of 
the Russian Federation, in the case of a sci-
entist employed at a nonproliferation research 
laboratory of the United States; and 

(B) a nonproliferation research laboratory of 
the United States, in the case of a scientist 
employed at a nonproliferation research lab-
oratory of the Russian Federation. 

(4) The duration of a fellowship under the pro-
gram may not exceed two years, except that the 
Administrator may provide for a longer dura-
tion in an individual case to the extent war-
ranted by extraordinary circumstances, as de-
termined by the Administrator. 
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