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develop and carry out a comprehensive program 

of research, technology, and monitoring of the 

phenomena of the upper atmosphere so as to 

provide for an understanding of and to maintain 

the chemical and physical integrity of the 

Earth’s upper atmosphere. 

(b) POLICY.—Congress declares that it is the 

policy of the United States to undertake an im-

mediate and appropriate research, technology, 

and monitoring program that will provide for 

understanding the physics and chemistry of the 

Earth’s upper atmosphere. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3354.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20161 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2481. Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 401, 
as added Pub. L. 94–39, § 8, 
June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222. 

§ 20162. Definition of upper atmosphere 

In this subchapter, the term ‘‘upper atmos-

phere’’ means that portion of the Earth’s sen-

sible atmosphere above the troposphere. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3354.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20162 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2482. Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 402, 
as added Pub. L. 94–39, § 8, 
June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222. 

§ 20163. Program authorized 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to carry out the pur-

poses of this subchapter, the Administration, in 

cooperation with other Federal agencies, shall 

initiate and carry out a program of research, 

technology, monitoring, and other appropriate 

activities directed to understand the physics 

and chemistry of the upper atmosphere. 

(b) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the provisions 

of this subchapter, the Administration shall— 

(1) arrange for participation by the scientific 

and engineering community, of both the Na-

tion’s industrial organizations and institu-

tions of higher education, in planning and car-

rying out appropriate research, in developing 

necessary technology, and in making nec-

essary observations and measurements; 

(2) provide, by way of grant, contract, schol-

arships, or other arrangements, to the maxi-

mum extent practicable and consistent with 

other laws, for the widest practicable and ap-

propriate participation of the scientific and 

engineering community in the program au-

thorized by this subchapter; and 

(3) make all results of the program author-

ized by this subchapter available to the appro-

priate regulatory agencies and provide for the 

widest practicable dissemination of such re-

sults. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3354.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20163 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2483. Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 403, 
as added Pub. L. 94–39, § 8, 
June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222. 

§ 20164. International cooperation 

In carrying out the provisions of this sub-

chapter, the Administration, subject to the di-

rection of the President and after consultation 

with the Secretary of State, shall make every 

effort to enlist the support and cooperation of 

appropriate scientists and engineers of other 

countries and international organizations. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3355.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20164 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2484. Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 404, 
as added Pub. L. 94–39, § 8, 
June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 223. 

CHAPTER 203—RESPONSIBILITIES AND 
VISION 

Sec. 

20301. General responsibilities. 
20302. Vision for space exploration. 
20303. Contribution to innovation. 
20304. Basic research enhancement. 
20305. National Academies decadal surveys. 

§ 20301. General responsibilities 

(a) PROGRAMS.—The Administrator shall en-

sure that the Administration carries out a bal-

anced set of programs that shall include, at a 

minimum, programs in— 
(1) human space flight, in accordance with 

section 20302 of this title; 
(2) aeronautics research and development; 

and 
(3) scientific research, which shall include, 

at a minimum— 
(A) robotic missions to study the Moon 

and other planets and their moons, and to 

deepen understanding of astronomy, astro-

physics, and other areas of science that can 

be productively studied from space; 
(B) Earth science research and research on 

the Sun-Earth connection through the devel-

opment and operation of research satellites 

and other means; 
(C) support of university research in space 

science, Earth science, and microgravity 

science; and 
(D) research on microgravity, including re-

search that is not directly related to human 

exploration. 

(b) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION.—In car-

rying out the programs of the Administration, 

the Administrator shall— 
(1) consult and coordinate to the extent ap-

propriate with other relevant Federal agen-

cies, including through the National Science 

and Technology Council; 
(2) work closely with the private sector, in-

cluding by— 
(A) encouraging the work of entrepreneurs 

who are seeking to develop new means to 

launch satellites, crew, or cargo; 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(B) contracting with the private sector for 

crew and cargo services, including to the 

International Space Station, to the extent 

practicable; 

(C) using commercially available products 

(including software) and services to the ex-

tent practicable to support all Administra-

tion activities; and 

(D) encouraging commercial use and devel-

opment of space to the greatest extent prac-

ticable; and 

(3) involve other nations to the extent ap-

propriate. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3355.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20301 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16611(a). Pub. L. 109–155, title I, 
§ 101(a), Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2897. 

§ 20302. Vision for space exploration 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall es-

tablish a program to develop a sustained human 

presence on the Moon, including a robust pre-

cursor program, to promote exploration, 

science, commerce, and United States pre-

eminence in space, and as a stepping-stone to fu-

ture exploration of Mars and other destinations. 

The Administrator is further authorized to de-

velop and conduct appropriate international col-

laborations in pursuit of these goals. 

(b) MILESTONES.—The Administrator shall 

manage human space flight programs to strive 

to achieve the following milestones (in conform-

ity with section 70502 of this title): 

(1) Returning Americans to the Moon no 

later than 2020. 

(2) Launching the Crew Exploration Vehicle 

as close to 2010 as possible. 

(3) Increasing knowledge of the impacts of 

long duration stays in space on the human 

body using the most appropriate facilities 

available, including the International Space 

Station. 

(4) Enabling humans to land on and return 

from Mars and other destinations on a time-

table that is technically and fiscally possible. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3356.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20302 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16611(b). Pub. L. 109–155, title I, 
§ 101(b), Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2898. 

§ 20303. Contribution to innovation 

(a) PARTICIPATION IN INTERAGENCY ACTIVI-

TIES.—The Administration shall be a full par-

ticipant in any interagency effort to promote in-

novation and economic competitiveness through 

near-term and long-term basic scientific re-

search and development and the promotion of 

science, technology, engineering, and mathe-

matics education, consistent with the Adminis-

tration’s mission, including authorized activi-

ties. 

(b) HISTORIC FOUNDATION.—In order to carry 

out the participation described in subsection (a), 

the Administrator shall build on the historic 

role of the Administration in stimulating excel-

lence in the advancement of physical science 

and engineering disciplines and in providing op-

portunities and incentives for the pursuit of aca-

demic studies in science, technology, engineer-

ing, and mathematics. 

(c) BALANCED SCIENCE PROGRAM AND ROBUST 

AUTHORIZATION LEVELS.—The balanced science 

program authorized by section 101(d) of the Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 

Authorization Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16611(d)) 1 

shall be an element of the contribution by the 

Administration to the interagency programs. 

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.— 

(1) REQUIREMENT.—The Administrator shall 

submit to Congress and the President an an-

nual report describing the activities conducted 

pursuant to this section, including a descrip-

tion of the goals and the objective metrics 

upon which funding decisions were made. 

(2) CONTENT.—Each report submitted pursu-

ant to paragraph (1) shall include, with regard 

to science, technology, engineering, and math-

ematics education programs, at a minimum, 

the following: 

(A) A description of each program. 

(B) The amount spent on each program. 

(C) The number of students or teachers 

served by each program. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3356.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20303(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16611a(a). Pub. L. 110–69, title II, 
§ 2001(a), (b), (c), (e), Aug. 
9, 2007, 121 Stat. 582. 

20303(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16611a(b). 
20303(c) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16611a(c). 
20303(d) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16611a(e). 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 101(d) of the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration Authorization Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 

16611(d)), referred to in subsec. (c), is section 101(d) of 

Pub. L. 109–155, title I, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2897, 

which was omitted from the Code following the enact-

ment of this title by Pub. L. 111–314. 

INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION’S CONTRIBUTION TO 

NATIONAL COMPETITIVENESS ENHANCEMENT 

Pub. L. 111–358, title II, § 204, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 

3994, provided that: 

‘‘(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of the Con-

gress that the International Space Station represents a 

valuable and unique national asset which can be uti-

lized to increase educational opportunities and sci-

entific and technological innovation which will en-

hance the Nation’s economic security and competitive-

ness in the global technology fields of endeavor. If the 

period for active utilization of the International Space 

Station is extended to at least the year 2020, the poten-

tial for such opportunities and innovation would be in-

creased. Efforts should be made to fully realize that po-

tential. 

‘‘(b) EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT OF NASA’S INTER-

AGENCY CONTRIBUTION.—Pursuant to the authority pro-

vided in title II of the America COMPETES Act (Public 

Law 110–69 [see Tables for classification]), the Adminis-
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