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§31501. Orbital debris

The Administrator, in conjunction with the
heads of other Federal agencies, shall take steps
to develop or acquire technologies that will en-
able the Administration to decrease the risks
associated with orbital debris.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3377.)
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31501 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16781. Pub. L. 109-155, title VI,
§601, Dec. 30, 2005, 119

Stat. 2931.
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in support of Administration and interagency
cooperative missions. The Administrator may
enter into cooperative agreements with univer-
sities with unmanned aerial vehicle programs
and related assets to conduct collaborative re-
search and development activities, including de-
velopment of appropriate applications of small
unmanned aerial vehicle technologies and sys-
tems in remote areas.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3377.)
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§ 31502. Maintenance of facilities

In order to sustain healthy Centers that are
capable of carrying out the Administration’s
missions, the Administrator shall ensure that
adequate maintenance and upgrading of those
Center facilities is performed on a regular basis.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3377.)
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31502 .......... 42 U.8.C. 17811(a). Pub. L. 110422, title X,
§1002(a), Oct. 15, 2008, 122
Stat. 4806.

§31503. Laboratory productivity

The Administration’s laboratories are a criti-
cal component of the Administration’s research
capabilities, and the Administrator shall ensure
that those laboratories remain productive.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3377.)
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§31505. Development of enhanced-use lease pol-
icy

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall de-
velop an agency-wide enhanced-use lease policy
that—

(1) is based upon sound business practices
and lessons learned from the demonstration
centers; and

(2) establishes controls and procedures to en-
sure accountability and protect the interests
of the Government.

(b) CONTENTS.—The policy required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING ECONOMIC
VALUE.—Criteria for determining whether en-
hanced-use lease provides better economic
value to the Government than other options,
such as—

(A) Federal financing through appropria-
tions; or
(B) sale of the property.

(2) SECURITY AND ACCESS.—Requirement for
the identification of proposed physical and
procedural changes needed to ensure security
and restrict access to specified areas, coordi-
nation of proposed changes with existing site
tenants, and development of estimated costs
of such changes.

(3) MEASURES OF EFFECTIVENESS.—Measures
of effectiveness for the enhanced-use lease pro-
gram.

(4) ACCOUNTING CONTROLS.—Accounting con-
trols and procedures to ensure accountability,
such as an audit trail and documentation to
readily support financial transactions.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3377.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

§31504. Cooperative unmanned aerial vehicle ac-
tivities

The Administrator, in cooperation with the
Administrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration and in coordination
with other agencies that have existing civil ca-
pabilities, shall continue to utilize the capabili-
ties of unmanned aerial vehicles as appropriate
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SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL

§40101. Definition of institution of higher edu-
cation

In this chapter, the term ‘‘institution of high-
er education” has the meaning given the term
by section 101 of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001).

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3378.)
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§40102. Governmental interest in aeronautics re-
search and development

Congress reaffirms the national commitment
to aeronautics research made in chapter 201 of
this title. Aeronautics research and develop-
ment remains a core mission of the Administra-
tion. The Administration is the lead agency for
civil aeronautics research. Further, the govern-
ment of the United States shall promote aero-
nautics research and development that will ex-
pand the capacity, ensure the safety, and in-
crease the efficiency of the Nation’s air trans-
portation system, promote the security of the
Nation, protect the environment, and retain the
leadership of the United States in global avia-
tion.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3379.)
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EX. ORD. NO. 13419. NATIONAL AERONAUTICS RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT

Ex. Ord. No. 13419, Dec. 20, 2006, 71 F.R. 77565, pro-
vided:

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, including section 204 of the National Science
and Technology Policy, Organization, and Priorities
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§40102

Act of 1976, as amended (42 U.S.C. 6613), section 101(c) of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-155), and sec-
tion 301 of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

SECTION 1. National Aeronautics Research and Develop-
ment Policy. Continued progress in aeronautics, the
science of flight, is essential to America’s economic
success and the protection of America’s security inter-
ests at home and around the globe. Accordingly, it
shall be the policy of the United States to facilitate
progress in aeronautics research and development
(R&D) through appropriate funding and activities of
the Federal Government, in cooperation with State,
territorial, tribal, local, and foreign governments,
international organizations, academic and research in-
stitutions, private organizations, and other entities, as
appropriate. The Federal Government shall only under-
take roles in supporting aeronautics R&D that are not
more appropriately performed by the private sector.
The National Aeronautics Research and Development
Policy prepared by the National Science and Tech-
nology Council should, to the extent consistent with
this order and its implementation, guide the aero-
nautics R&D programs of the United States through
2020.

SEC. 2. Functions of the Director of the Office of Science
and Technology Policy. To implement the policy set
forth in section 1 of this order, the Director of the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy (the ‘‘Director’’)
shall:

(a) review the funding and activities of the Federal
Government relating to aeronautics R&D;

(b) recommend to the President, the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget, and the heads of ex-
ecutive departments and agencies, as appropriate, such
actions with respect to funding and activities of the
Federal Government relating to aeronautics R&D as
may be necessary to

(i) advance United States technological leadership in
aeronautics;

(ii) support innovative research leading to significant
advances in aeronautical concepts, technologies, and
capabilities;

(iii) pursue and develop advanced aeronautics con-
cepts and technologies, including those for advanced
aircraft systems and air transportation management
systems, to benefit America’s security and effective
and efficient national airspace management;

(iv) maintain and advance United States aeronautics
research, development, test and evaluation infrastruc-
ture to provide effective experimental and computa-
tional capabilities in support of aeronautics R&D;

(v) facilitate the educational development of the fu-
ture aeronautics workforce as needed to further Fed-
eral Government interests;

(vi) enhance coordination and communication among
executive departments and agencies to maximize the
effectiveness of Federal Government R&D resources;
and

(vii) ensure appropriate Federal Government coordi-
nation with State, territorial, tribal, local, and foreign
governments, international organizations, academic
and research institutions, private organizations, and
other entities.

SEC. 3. Implementation of National Aeronautics Research
and Development Policy. To implement the policy set
forth in section 1 of this order, the Director shall:

(a) develop and, not later than 1 year after the date
of this order, submit for approval by the President a
plan for national aeronautics R&D and for related in-
frastructure, (the ‘“‘plan’’), and thereafter submit, not
less often than biennially, to the President for approval
any changes to the plan;

(b) monitor and report to the President as appro-
priate on the implementation of the approved plan;

(c) ensure that executive departments and agencies
conducting aeronautics R&D:

(i) obtain and exchange information and advice, as
appropriate, from organizations and individuals outside
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