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§165. National Law Enforcement and Correc-
tions Technology Centers

(a) In general

The Director of the Office shall operate and
support National Law Enforcement and Correc-
tions Technology Centers (hereinafter in this
section referred to as ‘‘Centers’) and, to the ex-
tent necessary, establish new centers through a
merit-based, competitive process.

(b) Purpose of Centers

The purpose of the Centers shall be to—

(1) support research and development of law
enforcement technology;

(2) support the transfer and implementation
of technology;

(3) assist in the development and dissemina-
tion of guidelines and technological standards;
and

(4) provide technology assistance, informa-
tion, and support for law enforcement, correc-
tions, and criminal justice purposes.

(c) Annual meeting

BEach year, the Director shall convene a meet-
ing of the Centers in order to foster collabora-
tion and communication between Center partici-
pants.

(d) Report

Not later than 12 months after November 25,
2002, the Director shall transmit to the Congress
a report assessing the effectiveness of the exist-
ing system of Centers and identify the number
of Centers necessary to meet the technology
needs of Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment in the United States.

(Pub. L. 107-296, title II, §235, Nov. 25, 2002, 116
Stat. 2162.)

SUBCHAPTER III—SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY IN SUPPORT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY

§181. Under Secretary for Science and Tech-
nology

There shall be in the Department a Direc-
torate of Science and Technology headed by an
Under Secretary for Science and Technology.

(Pub. L. 107-296, title III, §301, Nov. 25, 2002, 116
Stat. 2163.)

§182. Responsibilities and authorities of the
Under Secretary for Science and Technology

The Secretary, acting through the Under Sec-
retary for Science and Technology, shall have
the responsibility for—

(1) advising the Secretary regarding research
and development efforts and priorities in sup-
port of the Department’s missions;

(2) developing, in consultation with other
appropriate executive agencies, a national pol-
icy and strategic plan for, identifying prior-
ities, goals, objectives and policies for, and co-
ordinating the Federal Government’s civilian
efforts to identify and develop counter-
measures to chemical, biological,,! and other
emerging terrorist threats, including the de-
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velopment of comprehensive, research-based
definable goals for such efforts and develop-
ment of annual measurable objectives and spe-
cific targets to accomplish and evaluate the
goals for such efforts;

(3) supporting the Under Secretary for Intel-
ligence and Analysis and the Assistant Sec-
retary for Infrastructure Protection, by as-
sessing and testing homeland security vulner-
abilities and possible threats;

(4) conducting basic and applied research,
development, demonstration, testing, and
evaluation activities that are relevant to any
or all elements of the Department, through
both intramural and extramural programs, ex-
cept that such responsibility does not extend
to human health-related research and develop-
ment activities;

(5) establishing priorities for, directing,
funding, and conducting national research, de-
velopment, test and evaluation, and procure-
ment of technology and systems for—

(A) preventing the importation of chemi-
cal, biological,,! and related weapons and
material; and

(B) detecting, preventing, protecting
against, and responding to terrorist attacks;

(6) establishing a system for transferring
homeland security developments or tech-
nologies to Federal, State, local government,
and private sector entities;

(7) entering into work agreements, joint
sponsorships, contracts, or any other agree-
ments with the Department of Energy regard-
ing the use of the national laboratories or
sites and support of the science and tech-
nology base at those facilities;

(8) collaborating with the Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Attorney General as provided
in section 8401 of title 7;

(9) collaborating with the Secretary of
Health and Human Services and the Attorney
General in determining any new biological
agents and toxins that shall be listed as ‘‘se-
lect agents’ in Appendix A of part 72 of title
42, Code of Federal Regulations, pursuant to
section 262a of title 42;

(10) supporting United States leadership in
science and technology;

(11) establishing and administering the pri-
mary research and development activities of
the Department, including the long-term re-
search and development needs and capabilities
for all elements of the Department;

(12) coordinating and integrating all re-
search, development, demonstration, testing,
and evaluation activities of the Department;

(13) coordinating with other appropriate ex-
ecutive agencies in developing and carrying
out the science and technology agenda of the
Department to reduce duplication and identify
unmet needs; and

(14) developing and overseeing the adminis-
tration of guidelines for merit review of re-
search and development projects throughout
the Department, and for the dissemination of
research conducted or sponsored by the De-
partment.

(Pub. L. 107-296, title III, §302, Nov. 25, 2002, 116
Stat. 2163; Pub. L. 109-347, title V, §501(b)(2), Oct.
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