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shall reallocate and distribute the amount the 
State was allocated to receive under the formula 
prescribed in subsection (a) of this section but 
declined to accept. The Secretary shall further 
establish procedures to permit States to decline 
to receive portions of such allocation during 
each fiscal year as the State determines is ap-
propriate and the Secretary shall reallocate and 
distribute such allocation. In the event of any 
drought, flood, hurricane, or other natural disas-
ter affecting substantial numbers of persons in a 
State, county or parish, the Secretary may re-
quest that States unaffected by such a disaster 
consider assisting affected States by allowing 
the Secretary to reallocate commodities to 
which each such unaffected State is entitled to 
States containing areas adversely affected by 
the disaster. 

(c) Administration 

(1) In general 

Commodities made available for each fiscal 
year under this section shall be delivered at 
reasonable intervals to States based on the 
grants calculated under subsection (a) of this 
section, or reallocated under subsection (b) of 
this section, before December 31 of the follow-
ing fiscal year. 

(2) Entitlement 

Each State shall be entitled to receive the 
value of additional commodities determined 
under subsection (a) of this section. 

(d) Maintenance of effort 

If a State uses its own funds to provide com-
modities or services to organizations receiving 
funds or services under this section, such State 
shall not diminish the level of support it pro-
vides to such organizations. 

(Pub. L. 98–8, title II, § 214, as added Pub. L. 
100–435, title I, § 104, Sept. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 1648; 
amended Pub. L. 101–624, title XVII, § 1772(g), 
(h)(1), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3809; Pub. L. 
104–127, title IV, § 403(c), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1029; Pub. L. 104–193, title VIII, § 871(d), Aug. 22, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2345.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–193, § 871(d)(1), (2), redes-
ignated subsec. (f) as (a) and struck out former subsec. 
(a) which provided for purpose of section. 

Pub. L. 104–127, § 403(c)(1), substituted ‘‘2002’’ for 
‘‘1995’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–193, § 871(d)(1)–(3), redesig-
nated subsec. (g) as (b), substituted ‘‘subsection (a) of 
this section,’’ for ‘‘subsection (f) of this section or sub-
section (j) of this section if applicable,’’ and ‘‘sub-
section (a) of this section’’ for ‘‘subsection (f) of this 
section’’, and struck out former subsec. (b) which pro-
vided definitions for section. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–193, § 871(d)(4), added subsec. 
(c) and struck out heading and text of former subsec. 
(c). Text read as follows: ‘‘Subject to subsections (e) 
and (f) of this section, or subsection (j) of this section 
if applicable, purchases under this section shall be 
made by the Secretary at such times and under such 
conditions as the Secretary determines appropriate 
within each fiscal year. All such commodities pur-
chased for each such fiscal year shall be delivered at 
reasonable intervals to States based on the allotments 
calculated under subsection (f) of this section, or re-
allocated under subsection (g) of this section, or cal-
culated under subsection (j) of this section if applica-

ble, before the end of such fiscal year. Each State shall 
be entitled to receive that value of additional commod-
ities that results from the application of the formula 
set forth in this section to the total value of additional 
commodities.’’ 

Pub. L. 104–193, § 871(d)(1), (2), redesignated subsec. (h) 
as (c) and struck out former subsec. (c) which author-
ized Secretary to purchase additional commodities to 
supplement commodities otherwise provided under pro-
gram authorized by this chapter. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–193, § 871(d)(5), struck out ‘‘or 
reduce the amount of funds available for other nutri-
tion programs in the State in each fiscal year’’ after 
‘‘such organizations’’. 

Pub. L. 104–193, § 871(d)(1), (2), redesignated subsec. (i) 
as (d) and struck out former subsec. (d) which provided 
for types and varieties of commodities which could be 
purchased under this section. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–193, § 871(d)(1), struck out sub-
sec. (e) which appropriated amounts through fiscal year 
2002 for purchase of additional commodities under this 
section. 

Pub. L. 104–127, § 403(c)(2), substituted ‘‘2002’’ for 
‘‘1995’’ in two places. 

Subsecs. (f) to (i). Pub. L. 104–193, § 871(d)(2), redesig-
nated subsecs. (f) to (i) as (a) to (d), respectively. 

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 104–193, § 871(d)(1), struck out sub-
sec. (j) which authorized Secretary to promulgate new 
formula for allocation of additional commodities to 
States. 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1772(g)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘fiscal years 1991 through 1995’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
years 1989 and 1990’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1772(g)(2), added subsec. 
(e) and struck out heading and text of former subsec. 
(e). Text read as follows: ‘‘During each of the fiscal 
years 1989 and 1990, the Secretary shall spend 
$120,000,000 to purchase, process, and distribute addi-
tional commodities under this section.’’ 

Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1772(h)(1), struck out 
heading and text of subsec. (k). Text read as follows: 
‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as 
may be necessary to carry out this section.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–193, title VIII, § 871(h), Aug. 22, 1996, 110 
Stat. 2346, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
subsection (d) [amending this section] shall become ef-
fective on October 1, 1996.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 1772(g) of Pub. L. 101–624 effec-
tive Oct. 1, 1990, and amendment by section 1772(h)(1) of 
Pub. L. 101–624 effective Nov. 28, 1990, see section 
1781(b)(1), (2) of Pub. L. 101–624, set out as a note under 
section 2012 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section to be effective and implemented on Oct. 1, 
1988, see section 701(a) of Pub. L. 100–435, set out as an 
Effective Date of 1988 Amendment note under section 
2012 of this title. 

§ 7516. Settlement and adjustment of claims 

(a) In general 

The Secretary or a designee of the Secretary 
shall have the authority to— 

(1) determine the amount of, settle, and ad-
just any claim arising under this chapter; and 

(2) waive such a claim if the Secretary deter-
mines that to do so will serve the purposes of 
this chapter. 

(b) Litigation 

Nothing contained in this section shall be con-
strued to diminish the authority of the Attorney 
General of the United States under section 516 of 
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title 28 to conduct litigation on behalf of the 
United States. 

(Pub. L. 98–8, title II, § 215, as added Pub. L. 
102–237, title IX, § 922(b), Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 
1888.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective and to be implemented no later 
than Feb. 1, 1992, see section 1101(d)(1) of Pub. L. 
102–237, set out as an Effective Date of 1991 Amendment 
note under section 1421 of this title. 

§ 7517. Hunger-free communities 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Eligible entity 

The term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means a public 
food program service provider or nonprofit or-
ganization, including an emergency feeding or-
ganization, that has collaborated, or will col-
laborate, with 1 or more local partner organi-
zations to achieve at least 1 hunger-free com-
munities goal. 

(2) Emergency feeding organization 

The term ‘‘emergency feeding organization’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 7501 
of this title. 

(3) Hunger-free communities goal 

The term ‘‘hunger-free communities goal’’ 
means any of the 14 goals described in the H. 
Con. Res. 302 (102nd Congress). 

(b) Hunger-free communities collaborative 
grants 

(1) Program 

(A) In general 

The Secretary shall use not more than 50 
percent of any funds made available under 
subsection (e) to make grants to eligible en-
tities to pay the Federal share of the costs of 
an activity described in paragraph (2). 

(B) Federal share 

The Federal share of the cost of carrying 
out an activity under this subsection shall 
not exceed 80 percent. 

(C) Non-Federal share 

(i) Calculation 

The non-Federal share of the cost of an 
activity under this subsection may be pro-
vided in cash or fairly evaluated in-kind 
contributions, including facilities, equip-
ment, or services. 

(ii) Sources 

Any entity may provide the non-Federal 
share of the cost of an activity under this 
subsection through a State government, a 
local government, or a private source. 

(2) Use of funds 

An eligible entity in a community shall use 
a grant received under this subsection for any 
fiscal year for hunger relief activities, includ-
ing— 

(A) meeting the immediate needs of people 
who experience hunger in the community 
served by the eligible entity by— 

(i) distributing food; 
(ii) providing community outreach to as-

sist in participation in federally assisted 
nutrition programs, including— 

(I) the school breakfast program estab-
lished by section 1773 of title 42; 

(II) the school lunch program estab-
lished under the Richard B. Russell Na-
tional School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 
et seq.); 

(III) the summer food service program 
for children established under section 13 
of that Act [42 U.S.C. 1761]; and 

(IV) other Federal programs that pro-
vide food for children in child care facili-
ties and homeless and older individuals; 
or 

(iii) improving access to food as part of 
a comprehensive service; and 

(B) developing new resources and strate-
gies to help reduce hunger in the community 
and prevent hunger in the future by— 

(i) developing creative food resources, 
such as community gardens, buying clubs, 
food cooperatives, community-owned and 
operated grocery stores, and farmers’ mar-
kets; 

(ii) coordinating food services with park 
and recreation programs and other com-
munity-based outlets to reduce barriers to 
access; or 

(iii) creating nutrition education pro-
grams for at-risk populations to enhance 
food-purchasing and food-preparation 
skills and to heighten awareness of the 
connection between diet and health. 

(c) Hunger-free communities infrastructure 
grants 

(1) Program authorized 

(A) In general 

The Secretary shall use not more than 50 
percent of any funds made available for a fis-
cal year under subsection (e) to make grants 
to eligible entities to pay the Federal share 
of the costs of an activity described in para-
graph (2). 

(B) Federal share 

The Federal share of the cost of carrying 
out an activity under this subsection shall 
not exceed 80 percent. 

(2) Application 

(A) In general 

To receive a grant under this subsection, 
an eligible entity shall submit an applica-
tion at such time, in such form, and contain-
ing such information as the Secretary may 
prescribe. 

(B) Contents 

Each application submitted under subpara-
graph (A) shall— 

(i) identify any activity described in 
paragraph (3) that the grant will be used to 
fund; and 

(ii) describe the means by which an ac-
tivity identified under clause (i) will re-
duce hunger in the community of the eligi-
ble entity. 
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