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order to enable agriculture to attain a position in re-
search comparable to that of other industries. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–113 effective Oct. 1, 1977, 
see section 1901 of Pub. L. 95–113, set out as a note 
under section 1307 of this title. 

SHORT TITLE 

Act June 29, 1935, as amended, which enacted sections 
343c, 343d (now 329), 343d–1, and 427–427j of this title, is 
popularly known as the ‘‘Agricultural Research Act’’ 
and also as the ‘‘Bankhead-Jones Act’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

EX. ORD. NO. 9310. TRANSFERRING NUTRITION FUNCTIONS 
OF OFFICE OF DEFENSE HEALTH AND WELFARE SERV-
ICES TO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Ex. Ord. No. 9310, Mar. 6, 1943, 8 F.R. 2913, provided: 
By virtue of the authority vested in me by Title I of 

the First War Powers Act, 1941 [former sections 601 to 
605 of Appendix to Title 50, War and National Defense], 
as President of the United States, and in order to en-
able the Secretary of Agriculture more effectively to 
carry out his responsibilities with respect to the Na-
tion’s food program, it is hereby ordered: 

1. The functions, powers, and duties, with respect to 
nutrition, (a) of the Office of Defense Health and Wel-
fare Services in the Office for Emergency Management 
of the Executive Office of the President (including all 
functions, powers, and duties of the Nutrition Division 
of the Office of Defense Health and Welfare Services), 
and (b) of the Director of the Office of Defense Health 
and Welfare Services, are transferred to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and shall be administered under 
the supervision and direction of the Secretary of Agri-
culture through such agency or agencies in the Depart-
ment as the Secretary shall designate. 

2. The personnel, property, and records used pri-
marily in the administration of the functions, powers, 
and duties transferred by this Order are transferred to 
the Department of Agriculture. So much of the unex-
pended balances of appropriations, allocations, and 
other funds available for the use of the Office of De-
fense Health and Welfare Services in discharging the 
functions, powers, and duties transferred by this Order, 
as the Director of the Bureau of the Budget shall deter-
mine, shall be transferred to the Department of Agri-
culture for use in connection with the exercise of the 
functions, powers, and duties so transferred. In deter-
mining the amounts to be transferred hereunder, allow-
ance shall be made for the liquidation of obligations 
previously incurred against such appropriations, allo-
cations, or other funds. 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 

§§ 427a to 427h. Repealed. Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 790, 
§ 2, 69 Stat. 674 

Sections 427a to 427c, act June 29, 1935, ch. 338, title 
I, §§ 2–4, 49 Stat. 437, authorized research by experiment 
stations, appropriations, and allocation of appropria-
tions. See sections 361a to 361c of this title. 

Section 427d, acts June 29, 1935, ch. 338, title I, § 5, 49 
Stat. 437; Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title I, § 105, 58 Stat. 735, 
related to allocation of appropriations. See section 361c 
of this title. 

Sections 427e to 427g, act June 29, 1935, ch. 338, title 
I, §§ 6–8, 49 Stat. 438, defined ‘‘Territory’’, authorized 
Secretary of Agriculture to prescribe rules and regula-
tions, and reserved the right to Congress to amend, sus-
pend, or repeal act June 29, 1935. See sections 361a, 361g, 
and 361i, respectively, of this title. 

Section 427h, act June 29, 1935, ch. 338, title I, § 9, as 
added Aug. 14, 1946, ch. 966, title I, § 101(2), 60 Stat. 1083, 
authorized appropriations for agricultural experiment 
stations, provided for availability of funds and unex-
pended balances, and prescribed allotments for the 
experiment stations. See sections 361c, 361d, and 361g of 
this title. 

EXISTING RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES 

Any rights or liabilities existing under sections 427a 
to 427h as unaffected by repeal, see section 2 of act Aug. 
11, 1955, set out as a note under former section 361 of 
this title. 

§ 427i. Agricultural research; authorization of ad-
ditional appropriations; administrative ex-
penses; availability of special research fund 

(a) In order to carry out further research on 
utilization and associated problems in connec-
tion with the development and application of 
present, new, and extended uses of agricultural 
commodities and products thereof authorized by 
section 427 of this title, and to disseminate in-
formation relative thereto, and in addition to 
all other appropriations authorized by sections 
427 to 427j of this title, there is authorized to be 
appropriated the following sums: 

(1) $3,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1947, and each subsequent fiscal year. 

(2) An additional $3,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1948, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(3) An additional $3,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1949, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(4) An additional $3,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1950, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(5) An additional $3,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1951, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(6) In addition to the foregoing, such addi-
tional funds beginning with the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1952, and thereafter, as the 
Congress may deem necessary. 

The Secretary of Agriculture, in accordance 
with such regulations as he deems necessary, 
and when in his judgment the work to be per-
formed will be carried out more effectively, 
more rapidly, or at less cost than if performed 
by the Department of Agriculture, may enter 
into contracts with such public or private orga-
nizations or individuals as he may find qualified 
to carry on work under this section without re-
gard to the provisions of section 6101 of title 41, 
and with respect to such contracts he may make 
advance progress or other payments without re-
gard to the provisions of section 3324(a) and (b) 
of title 31. Contracts under this section may be 
made for work to continue not more than four 
years from the date of any such contract. Not-
withstanding the provisions of section 5 of the 
Act of June 20, 1874, as amended (31 U.S.C. 713), 
any unexpended balances of appropriations prop-
erly obligated by contracting with an organiza-
tion as provided in this subsection may remain 
upon the books of the Treasury for not more 
than five fiscal years before being carried to the 
surplus fund and covered into the Treasury. Re-
search authorized under this subsection shall be 
conducted so far as practicable at laboratories 
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of the Department of Agriculture. Projects con-
ducted under contract with public and private 
agencies shall be supplemental to and coordi-
nated with research of these laboratories. Any 
contracts made pursuant to this authority shall 
contain requirements making the results of re-
search and investigations available to the public 
through dedication, assignment to the Govern-
ment, or such other means as the Secretary 
shall determine. 

(b) In order to carry out further the purposes 
of section 427 of this title, other than research 
on utilization of agricultural commodities and 
the products thereof, and in addition to all other 
appropriations authorized by sections 427 to 427j 
of this title, there is authorized to be appro-
priated for cooperative research with the State 
agricultural experiment stations and such other 
appropriate agencies as may be mutually agree-
able to the Department of Agriculture and the 
experiment stations concerned, the following 
sums: 

(1) $1,500,000 for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1947, and each subsequent fiscal year. 

(2) An additional $1,500,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1948, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(3) An additional $1,500,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1949, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(4) An additional $1,500,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1950, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(5) In addition to the foregoing such addi-
tional funds beginning with the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1951, and thereafter, as the 
Congress may deem necessary. 

(c) The Secretary may incur necessary admin-
istrative expenses not to exceed 3 per centum of 
the amount appropriated in any fiscal year in 
carrying out this section, including the specific 
objects of expense enumerated in section 427b of 
this title. 

(d) The ‘‘Special research fund, Department of 
Agriculture,’’ provided by section 427c of this 
title, shall continue to be available solely for re-
search into laws and principles underlying basic 
problems of agriculture in its broadest aspects; 
research relating to the improvement of the 
quality of, and the development of, new and im-
proved methods of production of, distribution of, 
and new and extended uses and markets for, ag-
ricultural commodities and byproducts and 
manufactures thereof; and research relating to 
the conservation, development, and use of land 
and water resources for agricultural purposes. 
Such research shall be in addition to research 
provided for under other law (but both activities 
shall be coordinated so far as practicable) and 
shall be conducted by such agencies of the De-
partment of Agriculture as the Secretary of Ag-
riculture may designate or establish. 

(e) Appropriations for research work in the 
Department of Agriculture shall be available for 
accomplishing such purposes by contract 
through the means provided in subsection (a) of 
this section. 

(June 29, 1935, ch. 338, title I, § 10, as added Aug. 
14, 1946, ch. 966, title I, § 101(2), 60 Stat. 1085; 
amended July 28, 1954, ch. 591, 68 Stat. 574.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 5 of the Act of June 20, 1874, as amended (31 
U.S.C. 713), referred to in subsec. (a), was repealed by 
act July 6, 1949, ch. 299, § 3, 63 Stat. 407. 

Sections 427a to 427h and 427j of this title, referred to 
in text, were repealed by act Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 790, § 2, 
69 Stat. 674. See sections 361a to 361i of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘section 6101 of title 41’’ substituted 
for ‘‘section 3709, Revised Statutes’’ on authority of 
Pub. L. 111–350, § 6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3854, which 
Act enacted Title 41, Public Contracts. 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘section 3324(a) and (b) of title 31’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘section 3648, Revised Statutes [31 U.S.C. 
529]’’ on authority of Pub. L. 97–258, § 4(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 
96 Stat. 1067, the first section of which enacted Title 31, 
Money and Finance. 

AMENDMENTS 

1954—Subsec. (e). Act July 23, 1954, added subsec. (e). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 427j. Repealed. Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 790, § 2, 69 
Stat. 674 

Section, act June 29, 1935, ch. 338, title I, § 11, as added 
Aug. 14, 1946, ch. 966, title I, § 101(2), 60 Stat. 1086; 
amended July 31, 1947, ch. 412, 61 Stat. 694; Aug. 30, 1954, 
ch. 1076, § 1(7), 68 Stat. 966, authorized use of funds ap-
propriated for agricultural research program for mar-
ket research projects and required an annual report to 
Congress. See sections 361a to 361h of this title. 

EXISTING RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES 

Any rights or liabilities existing under this section as 
unaffected by repeal, see section 2 of act Aug. 11, 1955, 
set out as a note under section 361 of this title. 

§ 428. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act June 4, 1956, ch. 355, title V, § 503, 70 Stat. 
240, related to options to purchase lands and was super-
seded by section 428a of this title. Similar provisions 
were contained in the following prior appropriation 
acts: 

May 23, 1955, ch. 43, title V, § 503, 69 Stat. 63. 
June 29, 1954, ch. 409, title V, § 503, 68 Stat. 318. 
July 28, 1953, ch. 251, title IV, § 403, 67 Stat. 224. 
July 5, 1952, ch. 574, title IV, § 403, 66 Stat. 355. 
Aug. 31, 1951, ch. 374, title IV, § 403, 65 Stat. 246. 
Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, Ch. VI, title IV, § 407, 64 Stat. 657. 
June 29, 1949, ch. 280, title I, 63 Stat. 325. 
June 19, 1948, ch. 543, title I, 62 Stat. 508. 
July 30, 1947, ch. 356, title I, 61 Stat. 523. 
June 22, 1946, ch. 445, 60 Stat. 271. 
May 5, 1945, ch. 109, 59 Stat. 136. 
June 28, 1944, ch. 296, 58 Stat. 426. 
July 12, 1943, ch. 215, 57 Stat. 393. 
July 22, 1942, ch. 516, 56 Stat. 665. 
July 1, 1941, ch. 267, 55 Stat. 408. 
June 25, 1940, ch. 421, 54 Stat. 532. 

§ 428a. Acquisition of land; options 

(a) The Department of Agriculture is author-
ized to acquire land, or interest therein, by pur-
chase, exchange or otherwise, as may be nec-
essary to carry out its authorized work: Pro-

vided, That no acquisition shall be made under 
this authority unless provision is made therefor 
in the applicable appropriation or other law. 
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