§4604

than 150 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act.”

§4604. Notice and hearing
(a) Notice and comment

In issuing an order under this chapter, an
amendment to an order, or a regulation to carry
out this chapter, the Secretary shall comply
with section 553 of title 5.

(b) Formal agency action

Sections 556 and 557 of that title shall not
apply with respect to the issuance of an order,
an amendment to an order, or a regulation
under this chapter.

(c) Proposal of an order

A proposal for an order may be submitted to
the Secretary by any organization or interested
person affected by this chapter.

(Pub. L. 98-590, §5, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 311T7;
Pub. L. 105-185, title VI, §605(d), June 23, 1998, 112
Stat. 589.)

AMENDMENTS

1998—Pub. L. 105-185 reenacted section catchline
without change and amended text generally. Prior to
amendment, text read as follows: ‘“Whenever the Sec-
retary has reason to believe that the issuance of an
order will assist in carrying out the purpose of this
chapter, the Secretary shall provide due notice of and
opportunity for a hearing upon a proposed order. Such
hearing may be requested and a proposal for an order
submitted by any organization or interested person af-
fected by the provisions of this chapter.”

§4605. Findings and issuance of order

After notice and opportunity for comment has
been provided in accordance with section 4604(a)
of this title, the Secretary shall issue an order,
an amendment to an order, or a regulation
under this chapter, if the Secretary finds, and
specifies in the order, amendment, or regula-
tion, that the issuance of the order, amendment,
or regulation will assist in carrying out the pur-
poses of this chapter.

(Pub. L. 98-590, §6, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 311T7;
Pub. L. 105-185, title VI, §605(e), June 23, 1998, 112
Stat. 589.)

AMENDMENTS

1998—Pub. L. 105-185 amended section catchline and
text generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-
lows: ‘‘After notice of and opportunity for a hearing
has been provided in accordance with section 4604 of
this title, the Secretary shall issue an order if the Sec-
retary finds, and sets forth in such order, that, upon
the evidence introduced at such hearing, the issuance
of such order and all the terms and conditions thereof
will assist in carrying out the purpose of this chapter.”

§4606. Required terms of order
(a) Terms and conditions of order

Any order issued by the Secretary under this
chapter shall contain the terms and conditions
described in this section and, except as provided
in section 4607 of this title, no others.

(b) National Honey Nominations Committee;
composition; nominations; terms; Chairman;
compensation; meetings; voting

(1) Such order shall provide for the establish-
ment and appointment by the Secretary of a Na-
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tional Honey Nominations Committee which
shall consist of not more than one member from
each State, from nominations submitted by each
State association. If a State association does
not submit a nomination, the Secretary may
provide for nominations from that State to be
made in a different manner, except that if a
State which is not one of the top twenty honey-
producing States in the United States (as deter-
mined by the Secretary) does not submit a nom-
ination, such State shall not be represented on
the Committee.

(2) Members of the Committee shall serve for
three-year terms with no member serving more
than two consecutive three-year terms, except
that the term of appointments to the Commit-
tee may be staggered periodically, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(3) The Committee shall select its Chairman
by a majority vote.

(4) The members of the Committee shall serve
without compensation but shall be reimbursed
for their reasonable expenses incurred in per-
forming their duties as members of the Commit-
tee.

(5) The Committee shall nominate the mem-
bers and alternates of the Honey Board and sub-
mit such nominations to the Secretary. In mak-
ing such nominations, the Committee shall meet
annually, except that, when determined by the
Chairman, the Committee may conduct its busi-
ness by mail ballot in lieu of an annual meeting.
In order to nominate members to the Honey
Board, at least 50 percent of the members from
the twenty leading honey producing States must
vote. A majority of the National Honey Nomina-
tions Committee shall constitute a quorum for
voting at an annual meeting. In the case of a
mail ballot, votes must be received from a ma-
jority of the Committee.

(c) Honey Board; membership; terms; alternates;
compensation; powers; duties

(1) The order described in subsection (a) of this
section shall provide for the establishment and
appointment by the Secretary of a Honey Board
in accordance with this subsection.

(2) The membership of the Honey Board shall
consist of—

(A) 7T members who are honey producers ap-
pointed from nominations submitted by the
National Honey Nominations Committee, one
from each of seven regions of the United
States which shall be established by the Sec-
retary on the basis of the production of honey
in the different areas of the country;

(B) 2 members who are handlers appointed
from nominations submitted by the Commit-
tee from recommendations made by qualified
national organizations representing handler
interests;

(C) if approved in a referendum conducted
under this chapter, 2 members who—

(i) are handlers of honey;

(ii) during any 3 of the preceding 5 years,
were also importers of record of at least
40,000 pounds of honey; and

(iii) are appointed from nominations sub-
mitted by the Committee from recommenda-
tions made by—

(I) qualified national organizations rep-
resenting handler interests or qualified na-
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