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title 10, United States Code, as added by subsection (a), 
shall supersede or modify the authorities of the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Director of Central Intel-
ligence as established by the National Security Act of 
1947 (50 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) [now 50 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.].’’ 

[Reference to the Director of Central Intelligence or 
the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency in the 
Director’s capacity as the head of the intelligence com-
munity deemed to be a reference to the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence. Reference to the Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence or the Director of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency in the Director’s capacity as the head of 
the Central Intelligence Agency deemed to be a ref-
erence to the Director of the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy. See section 1081(a), (b) of Pub. L. 108–458, set out as 
a note under section 3001 of Title 50, War and National 
Defense.] 

§ 137a. Principal Deputy Under Secretaries of De-
fense 

(a)(1) There are five Principal Deputy Under 
Secretaries of Defense. 

(2) The Principal Deputy Under Secretaries of 
Defense shall be appointed from civilian life by 
the President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. 

(b) Each Principal Deputy Under Secretary of 
Defense shall be the first assistant to an Under 
Secretary of Defense and shall assist such Under 
Secretary in the performance of the duties of 
the position of such Under Secretary and shall 
act for, and exercise the powers of, such Under 
Secretary when such Under Secretary is absent 
or disabled. 

(c)(1) One of the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retaries is the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, 
and Logistics. 

(2) One of the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retaries is the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Policy. 

(3) One of the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retaries is the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness. 

(4) One of the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retaries is the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense (Comptroller). 

(5) One of the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retaries is the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Intelligence, who shall be 
appointed from among persons who have exten-
sive expertise in intelligence matters. 

(d) The Principal Deputy Under Secretaries of 
Defense take precedence in the Department of 
Defense after the Secretary of Defense, the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, the Secretaries of the 
military departments, the Under Secretaries of 
Defense, and the Deputy Chief Management Offi-
cer of the Department of Defense. The Principal 
Deputy Under Secretaries shall take precedence 
among themselves in the order prescribed by the 
Secretary of Defense. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title IX, § 906(a)(1), 
Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2425; amended Pub. L. 
111–383, div. A, title IX, § 901(b)(3), (k)(1)(A), Jan. 
7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4318, 4325.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Pub. L. 111–383, § 901(k)(1)(A), substituted ‘‘Prin-
cipal Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense’’ for ‘‘Dep-
uty Under Secretaries of Defense’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 111–383, § 901(b)(3)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Principal Deputy Under’’ for ‘‘Deputy 
Under’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 111–383, § 901(b)(3)(B), struck 
out subpar. (A) and subpar. (B) designation and sub-
stituted ‘‘The Principal Deputy Under Secretaries of 
Defense’’ for ‘‘The Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense 
referred to in paragraphs (4) and (5) of subsection (c)’’. 
Prior to amendment, subpar. (A) read as follows: ‘‘The 
Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense referred to in 
paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (c) shall be ap-
pointed as provided in the applicable paragraph.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 111–383, § 901(b)(3)(A), substituted 
‘‘Principal Deputy Under’’ for ‘‘Deputy Under’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 111–383, § 901(b)(3)(C)(i), (ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘One of the Principal Deputy’’ for ‘‘One of the 
Deputy’’ and struck out ‘‘appointed pursuant to section 
133a of this title’’ after ‘‘Logistics’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 111–383, § 901(b)(3)(C)(i), (ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘One of the Principal Deputy’’ for ‘‘One of the 
Deputy’’ and struck out ‘‘appointed pursuant to section 
134a of this title’’ after ‘‘Policy’’. 

Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 111–383, § 901(b)(3)(C)(i), (ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘One of the Principal Deputy’’ for ‘‘One of the 
Deputy’’ and struck out ‘‘appointed pursuant to section 
136a of this title’’ after ‘‘Readiness’’. 

Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 111–383, § 901(b)(3)(C)(i), (iii), 
substituted ‘‘One of the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retaries is’’ for ‘‘One of the Deputy Under Secretaries 
shall be’’. 

Subsec. (c)(5). Pub. L. 111–383, § 901(b)(3)(C)(i), (iii), 
(iv), substituted ‘‘One of the Principal Deputy Under 
Secretaries is’’ for ‘‘One of the Deputy Under Secretar-
ies shall be’’ and inserted before period at end ‘‘, who 
shall be appointed from among persons who have exten-
sive expertise in intelligence matters’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 111–383, § 901(b)(3)(A), (D), sub-
stituted ‘‘Principal Deputy Under’’ for ‘‘Deputy Under’’ 
and inserted at end ‘‘The Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retaries shall take precedence among themselves in the 
order prescribed by the Secretary of Defense.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–383 effective Jan. 1, 2011, 
see section 901(p) of Pub. L. 111–383, set out as a note 
under section 131 of this title. 

SAVINGS PROVISIONS 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title IX, § 906(e), Oct. 28, 2009, 
123 Stat. 2428, provided that: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the amendments 
made by this section [enacting this section and amend-
ing sections 133a, 134a, 136a, 138, and 138a of this title 
and sections 5314 and 5315 of Title 5, Government Orga-
nization and Employees], the individual serving in a 
position specified in paragraph (2) on the day before the 
date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 28, 2009] may 
continue to serve in such position without the require-
ment for appointment by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, for a period of up 
to four years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

‘‘(2) COVERED POSITIONS.—The positions specified in 
this paragraph are the following: 

‘‘(A) The Principal Deputy Under Secretary of De-
fense (Comptroller). 

‘‘(B) The Principal Deputy Under Secretary of De-
fense for Intelligence.’’ 

TEMPORARY AUTHORITY FOR ADDITIONAL DUSDS 

Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title IX, § 901(i)(2), Jan. 7, 2011, 
124 Stat. 4323, provided that: ‘‘During the period begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this Act [Jan. 7, 
2011] and ending on January 1, 2015, the Secretary of 
Defense may, in the Secretary’s discretion, appoint not 
more than five Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense in 
addition to the five Principal Deputy Under Secretaries 
of Defense authorized by section 137a of title 10, United 
States Code (as amended by subsection (b)(3)).’’ 

DELAYED LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF DEPUTY UNDER 
SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title IX, § 906(a)(2), Oct. 28, 2009, 
123 Stat. 2426, as amended by Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, 
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title IX, § 901(i)(1), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4323, provided 
that: ‘‘Effective as of January 1, 2015, the five Deputy 
Under Secretaries of Defense authorized by section 137a 
of title 10, United States Code (as added by paragraph 
(1)), shall be the only Deputy Under Secretaries of De-
fense.’’ 

§ 138. Assistant Secretaries of Defense 

(a)(1) There are 14 Assistant Secretaries of De-
fense. 

(2) The Assistant Secretaries of Defense shall 
be appointed from civilian life by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate. 

(b)(1) The Assistant Secretaries shall perform 
such duties and exercise such powers as the Sec-
retary of Defense may prescribe. 

(2) One of the Assistant Secretaries is the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs. 
He shall have as his principal duty the overall 
supervision of reserve component affairs of the 
Department of Defense. 

(3) One of the Assistant Secretaries is the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland De-
fense. He shall have as his principal duty the 
overall supervision of the homeland defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense. 

(4) One of the Assistant Secretaries is the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Special Oper-
ations and Low Intensity Conflict. He shall have 
as his principal duty the overall supervision (in-
cluding oversight of policy and resources) of spe-
cial operations activities (as defined in section 
167(j) of this title) and low intensity conflict ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense. The As-
sistant Secretary is the principal civilian ad-
viser to the Secretary of Defense on special op-
erations and low intensity conflict matters and 
(after the Secretary and Deputy Secretary) is 
the principal special operations and low inten-
sity conflict official within the senior manage-
ment of the Department of Defense. 

(5) One of the Assistant Secretaries is the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Af-
fairs. He shall have as his principal duty the 
overall supervision of legislative affairs of the 
Department of Defense. 

(6) One of the Assistant Secretaries is the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Acquisition. 
The Assistant Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion is the principal adviser to the Secretary of 
Defense and the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics on mat-
ters relating to acquisition. 

(7) One of the Assistant Secretaries is the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Logistics and 
Materiel Readiness. In addition to any duties 
and powers prescribed under paragraph (1), the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Logistics and 
Materiel Readiness shall have the duties speci-
fied in section 138a of this title. 

(8) One of the Assistant Secretaries is the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Research and 
Engineering. In addition to any duties and pow-
ers prescribed under paragraph (1), the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineer-
ing shall have the duties specified in section 
138b of this title. 

(9) One of the Assistant Secretaries is the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Operational En-
ergy Plans and Programs. In addition to any du-

ties and powers prescribed under paragraph (1), 
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Oper-
ational Energy Plans and Programs shall have 
the duties specified in section 138c of this title. 

(10) One of the Assistant Secretaries is the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Nuclear, Chemi-
cal, and Biological Defense Programs. In addi-
tion to any duties and powers prescribed under 
paragraph (1), the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological De-
fense Programs shall have the duties specified in 
section 138d of this title. 

(c) Except as otherwise specifically provided 
by law, an Assistant Secretary may not issue an 
order to a military department unless— 

(1) the Secretary of Defense has specifically 
delegated that authority to the Assistant Sec-
retary in writing; and 

(2) the order is issued through the Secretary 
of the military department concerned. 

(d) The Assistant Secretaries take precedence 
in the Department of Defense after the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Deputy Secretary of De-
fense, the Secretaries of the military depart-
ments, the Under Secretaries of Defense, the 
Deputy Chief Management Officer of the Depart-
ment of Defense, the officials serving in posi-
tions specified in section 131(b)(4) of this title, 
and the Principal Deputy Under Secretaries of 
Defense. The Assistant Secretaries take prece-
dence among themselves in the order prescribed 
by the Secretary of Defense. 

(Added Pub. L. 87–651, title II, § 202, Sept. 7, 1962, 
76 Stat. 518, § 136; amended Pub. L. 90–168, § 2(1), 
(2), Dec. 1, 1967, 81 Stat. 521; Pub. L. 91–121, title 
IV, § 404(a), Nov. 19, 1969, 83 Stat. 207; Pub. L. 
92–215, § 1, Dec. 22, 1971, 85 Stat. 777; Pub. L. 
92–596, § 4(2), Oct. 27, 1972, 86 Stat. 1318; Pub. L. 
95–140, § 3(a), Oct. 21, 1977, 91 Stat. 1173; Pub. L. 
96–107, title VIII, § 820(a), Nov. 9, 1979, 93 Stat. 
819; Pub. L. 98–94, title XII, § 1212(a), Sept. 24, 
1983, 97 Stat. 686; Pub. L. 99–433, title I, §§ 106, 
110(d)(9), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 997, 1003; Pub. L. 
99–500, § 101(c) [title IX, § 9115(a)], Oct. 18, 1986, 
100 Stat. 1783–82, 1783–122, and Pub. L. 99–591, 
§ 101(c) [title IX, § 9115(a)], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 
3341–82, 3341–122; Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title XIII, 
§ 1311(a), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3983; Pub. L. 
100–180, div. A, title XII, § 1211(a)(1), Dec. 4, 1987, 
101 Stat. 1154; Pub. L. 100–453, title VII, § 702, 
Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 1912; Pub. L. 100–456, div. 
A, title VII, § 701, Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 1992; re-
numbered § 138 and amended Pub. L. 103–160, div. 
A, title IX, §§ 901(a)(1), (c), 903(c)(1), 905, Nov. 30, 
1993, 107 Stat. 1726, 1727, 1729; Pub. L. 103–337, div. 
A, title IX, §§ 901(a), 903(b)(2), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 
Stat. 2822, 2823; Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title IX, 
§§ 902(a), 903(b), (e)(2), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 401, 
402; Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title IX, § 901, Sept. 
23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2617; Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, 
title IX, §§ 901(a), 902, Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2091; 
Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title IX, § 901], Oct. 
30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–223; Pub. L. 107–107, 
div. A, title IX, § 901(c)(1), Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 
1194; Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title IX, § 902(a), (c), 
(d), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2620, 2621; Pub. L. 
109–364, div. A, title IX, § 901(a), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 
Stat. 2350; Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title IX, 
§ 906(b)(2), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2426; Pub. L. 
111–383, div. A, title IX, § 901(b)(4), Jan. 7, 2011, 
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