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1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–456 struck out ‘‘the 
Canal Zone,’’ before ‘‘Puerto Rico,’’. 

1986—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 99–661 inserted ‘‘or per-
forming inactive-duty training’’ after ‘‘active duty’’. 

1983—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 98–209, § 2(f)(1), struck out 
‘‘of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps’’ 
after ‘‘All judge advocates’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2) to (7). Pub. L. 98–209, § 2(f)(2), struck out 
par. (2) which included law specialists among those per-
sons authorized to administer oaths and to act as nota-
ries under this section, and redesignated pars. (3) to (7) 
as (2) to (6), respectively. 

1968—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90–632 substituted ‘‘military 
judge’’ for ‘‘law officer’’ in par. (1). 

1967—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 90–179 inserted references 
to judge advocates of the Navy and the Marine Corps. 

1960—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 86–589 permitted the admin-
istration of oaths and the performance of notarial acts 
for persons serving, employed by, or accompanying the 
armed forces outside the United States and outside the 
Canal Zone, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–661 effective the earlier of 
(1) the last day of the 120-day period beginning on Nov. 
14, 1986; or (2) the date specified in an Executive order 
for such amendment to take effect, see section 808 of 
Pub. L. 99–661, set out as a note under section 802 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–209 effective first day of 
eighth calendar month beginning after Dec. 6, 1983, see 
section 12(a)(1) of Pub. L. 98–209, set out as a note under 
section 801 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 937. Art. 137. Articles to be explained 

(a)(1) The sections of this title (articles of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice) specified in 
paragraph (3) shall be carefully explained to 
each enlisted member at the time of (or within 
fourteen days after)— 

(A) the member’s initial entrance on active 
duty; or 

(B) the member’s initial entrance into a 
duty status with a reserve component. 

(2) Such sections (articles) shall be explained 
again— 

(A) after the member has completed six 
months of active duty or, in the case of a 
member of a reserve component, after the 
member has completed basic or recruit train-
ing; and 

(B) at the time when the member reenlists. 

(3) This subsection applies with respect to sec-
tions 802, 803, 807–815, 825, 827, 831, 837, 838, 855, 
877–934, and 937–939 of this title (articles 2, 3, 
7–15, 25, 27, 31, 37, 38, 55, 77–134, and 137–139). 

(b) The text of the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice and of the regulations prescribed by the 
President under such Code shall be made avail-
able to a member on active duty or to a member 
of a reserve component, upon request by the 
member, for the member’s personal examina-
tion. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 78; Pub. L. 
99–661, div. A, title VIII, § 804(d), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 
Stat. 3907; Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title XI, § 1152, 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 468.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

937 .......... 50:733. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 137), 64 Stat. 144. 

The word ‘‘each’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘every’’. 
The word ‘‘member’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘per-
son’’. The words ‘‘in [any of] the armed forces of the 
United States’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Uniform Code of Military Justice, referred to in 
subsecs. (a)(1) and (b), is classified to this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104–106 substituted ‘‘with-
in fourteen days’’ for ‘‘within six days’’. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–661 amended section generally, in-
serting provisions relating to reserve components. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–661 effective the earlier of 
(1) the last day of the 120-day period beginning on Nov. 
14, 1986; or (2) the date specified in an Executive order 
for such amendment to take effect, see section 808 of 
Pub. L. 99–661, set out as a note under section 802 of 
this title. 

§ 938. Art. 138. Complaints of wrongs 

Any member of the armed forces who believes 
himself wronged by his commanding officer, and 
who, upon due application to that commanding 
officer, is refused redress, may complain to any 
superior commissioned officer, who shall for-
ward the complaint to the officer exercising gen-
eral court-martial jurisdiction over the officer 
against whom it is made. The officer exercising 
general court-martial jurisdiction shall examine 
into the complaint and take proper measures for 
redressing the wrong complained of; and he 
shall, as soon as possible, send to the Secretary 
concerned a true statement of that complaint, 
with the proceedings had thereon. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 78.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

938 .......... 50:734. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 138), 64 Stat. 144. 

The words ‘‘commanding officer’’ are substituted for 
the word ‘‘commander’’. The word ‘‘who’’ is inserted 
after the word ‘‘and’’. The word ‘‘commissioned’’ is in-
serted after the word ‘‘superior’’ for clarity. The words 
‘‘The officer exercising general court-martial jurisdic-
tion’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘That officer’’ for 
clarity. The word ‘‘send’’ is substituted for the word 
‘‘transmit’’. The word ‘‘Secretary’’ is substituted for 
the word ‘‘Department’’ for accuracy, since the ‘‘De-
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partment’’, as an entity, could not act upon the com-
plaint. 

§ 939. Art. 139. Redress of injuries to property 

(a) Whenever complaint is made to any com-
manding officer that willful damage has been 
done to the property of any person or that his 
property has been wrongfully taken by members 
of the armed forces, he may, under such regula-
tions as the Secretary concerned may prescribe, 
convene a board to investigate the complaint. 
The board shall consist of from one to three 
commissioned officers and, for the purpose of 
that investigation, it has power to summon wit-
nesses and examine them upon oath, to receive 
depositions or other documentary evidence, and 
to assess the damages sustained against the re-
sponsible parties. The assessment of damages 
made by the board is subject to the approval of 
the commanding officer, and in the amount ap-
proved by him shall be charged against the pay 
of the offenders. The order of the commanding 
officer directing charges herein authorized is 
conclusive on any disbursing officer for the pay-
ment by him to the injured parties of the dam-
ages so assessed and approved. 

(b) If the offenders cannot be ascertained, but 
the organization or detachment to which they 
belong is known, charges totaling the amount of 
damages assessed and approved may be made in 
such proportion as may be considered just upon 
the individual members thereof who are shown 
to have been present at the scene at the time 
the damages complained of were inflicted, as de-
termined by the approved findings of the board. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 78.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

939(a) ......
939(b) ......

50:735(a). 
50:735(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 139), 64 Stat. 144. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘Secretary concerned’’ 
are substituted for the words ‘‘Secretary of the Depart-
ment’’. The word ‘‘under’’ is substituted for the words 
‘‘subject to’’. The words ‘‘or affirmation’’ are omitted 
as covered by the definition of the word ‘‘oath’’ in sec-
tion 1 of title 1. The words ‘‘it has’’ are substituted for 
the words ‘‘shall have’’ in the second sentence. The 
word ‘‘is’’ is substituted for the words ‘‘shall be’’ before 
the words ‘‘subject’’ and ‘‘conclusive’’. The word ‘‘com-
missioned’’ is inserted for clarity. 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘If’’ is substituted for the 
word ‘‘Where’’. The word ‘‘considered’’ is substituted 
for the word ‘‘deemed’’. 

§ 940. Art. 140. Delegation by the President 

The President may delegate any authority 
vested in him under this chapter, and provide 
for the subdelegation of any such authority. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 78.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

940 .......... 50:736. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 140), 64 Stat. 145. 

The word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for the words ‘‘is au-
thorized to * * * to’’. 

SUBCHAPTER XII—UNITED STATES COURT 
OF APPEALS FOR THE ARMED FORCES 

Sec. Art. 

941. 141. Status. 
942. 142. Judges. 
943. 143. Organization and employees. 
944. 144. Procedure. 
945. 145. Annuities for judges and survivors. 
946. 146. Code committee. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title IX, § 924(c)(3)(A), 
Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2831, substituted ‘‘UNITED 
STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE ARMED 
FORCES’’ for ‘‘COURT OF MILITARY APPEALS’’ as 
subchapter heading. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title XIV, § 1484(i)(2), 
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1718, redesignated subchapter XI 
as XII. 

§ 941. Art. 141. Status 

There is a court of record known as the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces. 
The court is established under article I of the 
Constitution. The court is located for adminis-
trative purposes only in the Department of De-
fense. 

(Added Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title XIII, 
§ 1301(c), Nov. 29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1570; amended 
Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title IX, § 924(a)(2), Oct. 5, 
1994, 108 Stat. 2831.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337 substituted ‘‘Court of Appeals 
for the Armed Forces’’ for ‘‘Court of Military Appeals’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title IX, § 924(a)(1), Oct. 5, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2831, provided that: ‘‘The United States Court 
of Military Appeals shall hereafter be known and des-
ignated as the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces.’’ 

§ 942. Art. 142. Judges 

(a) NUMBER.—The United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Armed Forces consists of five 
judges. 

(b) APPOINTMENT; QUALIFICATION.—(1) Each 
judge of the court shall be appointed from civil-
ian life by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, for a specified term 
determined under paragraph (2). A judge may 
serve as a senior judge as provided in subsection 
(e). 

(2) The term of a judge shall expire as follows: 
(A) In the case of a judge who is appointed 

after March 31 and before October 1 of any 
year, the term shall expire on September 30 of 
the year in which the fifteenth anniversary of 
the appointment occurs. 

(B) In the case of a judge who is appointed 
after September 30 of any year and before 
April 1 of the following year, the term shall 
expire fifteen years after such September 30. 

(3) Not more than three of the judges of the 
court may be appointed from the same political 
party, and no person may be appointed to be a 
judge of the court unless the person is a member 
of the bar of a Federal court or the highest court 
of a State. 

(4) A person may not be appointed as a judge 
of the court within seven years after retirement 
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