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SEC. 2. The Military Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Medal and ribbons and appurtenances thereto shall be 
of appropriate design approved by the Secretary of De-
fense. The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe regula-
tions to govern the award and wear of the Military Out-
standing Volunteer Service Medal. The regulations 
shall place the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Medal in order of precedence immediately after the Hu-
manitarian Service Medal. 

SEC. 3. No more than one award of the Military Out-
standing Volunteer Service Medal may be made to any 
one person, but for each subsequent act justifying such 
an award, a suitable device may be awarded to be worn 
with that medal as prescribed by appropriate regula-
tions issued by the Secretary of Defense. 

SEC. 4. The Military Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Medal may be awarded posthumously, and when so 
awarded, may be presented to such representatives of 
the deceased as may be deemed appropriate by the Sec-
retary of Defense or, in the case of a member of the 
Coast Guard when it is not operating as a service in the 
Navy, the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

EX. ORD. NO. 12985. ESTABLISHING ARMED FORCES 
SERVICE MEDAL 

Ex. Ord. No. 12985, Jan. 11, 1996, 61 F.R. 1209, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13286, § 20, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 
10624, provided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, including my authority as Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. Establishment. There is hereby established 
the Armed Forces Service Medal with accompanying 
ribbons and appurtenances, for award to members of 
the Armed Forces of the United States who, on or after 
June 1, 1992, in the opinion of the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 
(a) Participate, or have participated, as members of 
United States military units in a United States mili-
tary operation in which personnel of any Armed Force 
participate that is deemed to be significant activity; 
and 

(b) Encounter no foreign armed opposition or immi-
nent hostile action. 

SEC. 2. Approval and Award. The medal, with ribbons 
and appurtenances, shall be of an appropriate design 
approved by the Secretary of Defense and shall be 
awarded by the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary 
of Homeland Security with respect to the Coast Guard 
when it is not operating as a service in the Navy, under 
uniform regulations, as prescribed by the Secretary of 
Defense. The regulations shall place the Armed Forces 
Service Medal in an order of precedence immediately 
before the Humanitarian Service Medal. 

SEC. 3. Criteria. The medal shall be awarded only for 
operations for which no other United States service 
medal is approved. For operations in which personnel of 
only one Military Department or the Coast Guard par-
ticipate, the medal shall be awarded only if there is no 
other suitable award available to the department or the 
Coast Guard. No more than one medal shall be awarded 
to any one person, but for each succeeding operation 
justifying such award a suitable device may be awarded 
to be worn on the medal or ribbon as prescribed by ap-
propriate regulations. 

SEC. 4. Posthumous Provision. The medal may be 
awarded posthumously and, when so awarded, may be 
presented to such representative of the deceased as 
may be deemed appropriate by the Secretary of Defense 
or the Secretary of Transportation [sic]. 

EX. ORD. NO. 13306. ESTABLISHING THE BOB HOPE 
AMERICAN PATRIOT AWARD 

Ex. Ord. No. 13306, May 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 33337, pro-
vided: 

By the authority vested in me as President and as 
Commander in Chief by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, it is ordered as fol-
lows: 

SECTION 1. Establishment of the Award. In order to en-
courage love of country, service to the people of the 
United States, and support for our Armed Forces, and 
in order to recognize the unique and lifelong service of 
Bob Hope to the United States Armed Forces and to the 
Nation through his unwavering patriotism and dedica-
tion to maintaining the morale of the troops he enter-
tained for nearly six decades, and on the occasion of his 
100th birthday, there is hereby established the Bob 
Hope American Patriot Award (Award). 

SEC. 2. Granting and Presentation of the Award. 
(a) The Award may be granted by the President, in 

his sole discretion, to any civilian individual who has 
demonstrated extraordinary love of country and devo-
tion to the personnel of the United States Armed 
Forces, in the form of true patriotism. The Award may 
also be granted by the President to an organization 
that meets the same criteria. 

(b) Other than in exceptional circumstances, no more 
than one Award may be granted in any given year. 

(c) The presentation of the Award may take place at 
any time during the year. 

(d) Subject to the provisions of this order, the Award 
may be conferred posthumously. 

GEORGE W. BUSH. 

§ 1121. Legion of Merit: award 

The President, under regulations to be pre-
scribed by him, may award a decoration called 
the ‘‘Legion of Merit’’, having suitable appur-
tenances and devices and not more than four de-
grees, to any member of the armed forces of the 
United States or of any friendly foreign nation 
who, after September 8, 1939, has distinguished 
himself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in 
performing outstanding services. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 88.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1121 ......... 10:1408b(1). July 20, 1942, ch. 508, 
§ 2(1), 56 Stat. 662. 

The words ‘‘Government of the Philippines’’ are omit-
ted as covered by the words ‘‘any friendly foreign na-
tion’’. The words ‘‘There is created’’, ‘‘rules and’’, and 
‘‘the proclamation of an emergency by the President 
on’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

§ 1122. Medal for Merit: award 

The President, under regulations to be pre-
scribed by him, may award a decoration called 
the ‘‘Medal for Merit’’, having distinctive appur-
tenances and devices and only one degree, to 
any civilian of any nation prosecuting the war 
in existence on July 20, 1942, under the joint dec-
laration of the United Nations, as then con-
stituted, or of any other friendly foreign nation, 
who, after September 8, 1939, has distinguished 
himself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in 
performing outstanding services. The Medal for 
Merit may be awarded to a civilian of a foreign 
nation but only for performing an exceptionally 
meritorious or courageous act in the further-
ance of the war efforts of the United Nations as 
then constituted. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 88.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1122 ......... 10:1408b (less (1)). July 20, 1942, ch. 508, § 2 
(less (1)), 56 Stat. 663. 
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