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Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 106–65, § 1067(1), substituted ‘‘and 
the Committee on Armed Services’’ for ‘‘and the Com-
mittee on National Security’’. 

Pub. L. 106–65, § 578(c)(1), redesignated subsec. (e) as 
(g). 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 106–65, § 578(e), amended heading 
and text of subsec. (h) generally. Prior to amendment, 
text read as follows: ‘‘In this section, the term ‘vet-
eran’ has the meaning given that term in section 101(2) 
of title 38.’’ 

Pub. L. 106–65, § 578(c)(1), redesignated subsec. (f) as 
(h). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, § 1076(a), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 1947, provided that the amendment made by 
section 1076(a)(9) is effective Dec. 31, 2011, and as if in-
cluded in Pub. L. 112–81 as enacted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–163 applicable with re-
spect to funerals and burials that occur on or after Jan. 
6, 2006, see section 662(e) of Pub. L. 109–163, set out as 
a note under section 985 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title V, § 578(a)(2), Oct. 5, 1999, 
113 Stat. 625, provided that: ‘‘Section 1491(a) of title 10, 
United States Code, as amended by paragraph (1), shall 
apply with respect to funerals that occur after Decem-
ber 31, 1999.’’ 
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AMENDMENTS 

2009—Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 541(b), Oct. 28, 
2009, 123 Stat. 2298, substituted ‘‘Program to resolve 
preenactment missing person cases’’ for 
‘‘Preenactment cases’’ in item 1509. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title V, § 578(f)(2)(B), 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2537, struck out ‘‘, special inter-
est’’ after ‘‘Preenactment’’ in item 1509. 

§ 1501. System for accounting for missing persons 

(a) RESPONSIBILITY FOR MISSING PERSONNEL.— 
(1) The Secretary of Defense shall designate 
within the Office of the Secretary of Defense an 
official as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Af-
fairs to have responsibility for Department of 
Defense matters relating to missing persons. 
Subject to the authority, direction, and control 
of the Secretary of Defense, the responsibilities 
of the official designated under this paragraph 
shall include— 

(A) policy, control, and oversight within the 
Department of Defense of the entire process 
for investigation and recovery related to miss-
ing persons (including matters related to 
search, rescue, escape, and evasion); 

(B) policy, control, and oversight of the pro-
gram established under section 1509 of this 
title, as well as the accounting for missing 
persons (including locating, recovering, and 
identifying missing persons or their remains 
after hostilities have ceased); 

(C) coordination for the Department of De-
fense with other departments and agencies of 
the United States on all matters concerning 
missing persons; and 

(D) the dissemination of appropriate infor-
mation on the status of missing persons to au-
thorized family members. 

(2) The official designated under paragraph (1) 
shall also serve as the Director, Defense Pris-
oner of War/Missing Personnel Office, as estab-
lished under paragraph (6)(A), exercising author-
ity, direction, and control over that activity. 

(3) In carrying out the responsibilities estab-
lished under this subsection, the official des-
ignated under paragraph (1) and (2) shall be re-
sponsible for the coordination for such purposes 
within the Department of Defense among the 
military departments, the Joint Staff, and the 
commanders of the combatant commands. 

(4) The designated official shall establish poli-
cies, which shall apply uniformly throughout 
the Department of Defense, for personnel recov-
ery (including search, rescue, escape, and eva-
sion) and for personnel accounting (including lo-
cating, recovering, and identifying missing per-
sons or their remains after hostilities have 
ceased). 

(5) The designated official shall establish pro-
cedures to be followed by Department of Defense 
boards of inquiry, and by officials reviewing the 
reports of such boards, under this chapter. 

(6)(A) The Secretary of Defense shall establish 
an activity to account for personnel who are 
missing or whose remains have not been recov-
ered from the conflict in which they were lost. 
This activity shall be known as the Defense 
Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office. The 
Secretary of Defense shall ensure that the activ-
ity is provided sufficient military and civilian 
personnel, and sufficient funding, to enable the 
activity to fully perform the complete range of 
missions of the activity. The Secretary shall en-
sure that Department of Defense programming, 
planning, and budgeting procedures are struc-
tured so as to ensure compliance with the pre-
ceding sentence for each fiscal year. 

(B)(i) For any fiscal year, the number of mili-
tary and civilian personnel, whether temporary 
or permanent, assigned or detailed activity may 
not be less than the number requested in the 
President’s budget for fiscal year 2003, unless a 
level below such number is expressly required by 
law. 

(ii) If for any reason the number of military 
and civilian personnel assigned or detailed ac-
tivity should fall below the required level under 
clause (i), the Secretary of Defense shall 
promptly notify the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the number of personnel so assigned or de-
tailed and of the Secretary’s plan to restore the 
staffing level of the activity to at least the re-
quired minimum number under clause (i). The 
Secretary shall publish such notice and plan in 
the Federal Register. 
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