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AMENDMENTS

2011—Pub. L. 112-74, div. A, title VIII, §8070(b), Dec.
23, 2011, 125 Stat. 823, added item 1790.

2009—Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title V, §563(a)(2), Oct. 28,
2009, 123 Stat. 2307, added item 1781c.

2008—Pub. L. 110417, [div. A], title V, §582(b), Oct. 14,
2008, 122 Stat. 4474, added item 1784a.

Pub. L. 110-181, div. A, title V, §581(d), Jan. 28, 2008,
122 Stat. 122, added items 1781a and 1781b.

2003—Pub. L. 108-136, div. A, title V, §582(a)(2), Nov.
24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1490, added item 1789.

2002—Pub. L. 107-314, div. A, title VI, §652(a)(2), Dec.
2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2581, added item 1788.

§1781. Office of Family Policy

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is in the Office of
the Secretary of Defense an Office of Family
Policy (in this section referred to as the ‘Of-
fice’’). The Office shall be headed by the Direc-
tor of Family Policy, who shall serve within the
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Per-
sonnel and Readiness.

(b) DUTIES.—The Office—

(1) shall coordinate programs and activities
of the military departments to the extent that
they relate to military families; and

(2) shall make recommendations to the Sec-
retaries of the military departments with re-
spect to programs and policies regarding mili-
tary families.

(c) STAFF.—The Office shall have not less than
five professional staff members.

(Added Pub. L. 104-106, div. A, title V, §568(a)(1),
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 330; amended Pub. L.
111-383, div. A, title IX, §901(h), Jan. 7, 2011, 124
Stat. 4323; Pub. L. 112-239, div. A, title X,
§1076(f)(21), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1952.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this subchapter were
contained in Pub. L. 99-145, title VIII, Nov. 8, 1985, 99
Stat. 678, as amended, which was set out as a note
under section 113 of this title, prior to repeal by Pub.
L. 104-106, §568(e)(1).

AMENDMENTS

2013—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 112-239, in first sentence,
substituted ‘“‘in the Office” for ‘‘in the Director’” and
struck out ‘‘hereinafter” before ‘““‘in this section’, and
in second sentence, substituted ‘‘Office” for ‘‘office’ in
two places.

2011—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111-383 substituted ‘‘the Di-
rector’ for ‘‘the Office’’ before ‘‘of the Secretary’ and
“The office shall be headed by the Director of Family
Policy, who shall serve within the office of the Under
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness.” for
“The Office shall be under the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Force Management and Personnel.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 111-383 effective Jan. 1, 2011,
see section 901(p) of Pub. L. 111-383, set out as a note
under section 131 of this title.

ESTABLISHMENT OF ONLINE RESOURCES TO PROVIDE IN-
FORMATION ABOUT BENEFITS AND SERVICES AVAIL-
ABLE TO MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AND THEIR
FAMILIES

Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title V, §561, Oct. 28, 2009, 123
Stat. 2302, provided that:
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‘‘(a) INTERNET OUTREACH WEBSITE.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Defense
shall establish an Internet website or other online re-
sources for the purpose of providing comprehensive
information to members of the Armed Forces and
their families about the benefits and services de-
scribed in subsection (b) that are available to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and their families.

‘“(2) CONTACT INFORMATION.—The online resources
shall provide contact information, both telephone
and e-mail, that a member of the Armed Forces or de-
pendent of the member can use to get specific infor-
mation about benefits and services that may be avail-
able for the member or dependent.

““(b) COVERED BENEFITS AND SERVICES.—The informa-
tion provided through the online resources established
pursuant to subsection (a) shall include information re-
garding the following benefits and services that may be
available to a member of the Armed Forces and depend-
ents of the member:

‘(1) Financial compensation,
counseling.

‘(2) Health care and life insurance programs.

“(3) Death benefits.

‘(4) Entitlements and survivor benefits for depend-
ents, including offsets in the receipt of such benefits
under the Survivor Benefit Plan and in connection
with the receipt of dependency and indemnity com-
pensation.

‘“(5) Educational assistance benefits, including limi-
tations on and the transferability of such assistance.

‘“(6) Housing assistance benefits, including counsel-
ing.

‘“(7T) Relocation planning and preparation.

‘“(8) Maintaining military records.

‘“(9) Legal assistance.

‘“(10) Quality of life programs.

‘“(11) Family and community programs.

‘“(12) Employment assistance upon separation or re-
tirement of a member or for the spouse of the mem-
ber.

‘“(13) Reserve component service for members com-
pleting service in a regular component.

‘(14) Disability benefits, including offsets in con-
nection with the receipt of such benefits.

““(15) Benefits and services provided under laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

‘“(16) Such other benefits and services as the Sec-
retary of Defense considers appropriate.

““(c) DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON AVAILABILITY
ON ONLINE RESOURCES.—The Secretaries of the military
departments shall use public service announcements,
publications, and such other announcements through
the general media as the Secretaries consider appro-
priate to inform members of the Armed Forces and
their families and the general public about the infor-
mation available through the online resources estab-
lished pursuant to subsection (a).

“(d) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct.
28, 2009], the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
congressional defense committees [Committees on
Armed Services and Appropriations of the Senate and
the House of Representatives] a report on the quality
and scope of the online resources established pursuant
to subsection (a) to provide information about benefits
and services for members of the Armed Forces and
their families.”

including financial

EDUCATION AND TREATMENT SERVICES FOR MILITARY
DEPENDENT CHILDREN WITH AUTISM

Pub. L. 110-181, div. A, title V, §587, Jan. 28, 2008, 122
Stat. 133, which related to comprehensive assessment of
the availability of Federal, State, and local education
and treatment services for military dependent children
with autism, was repealed by Pub. L. 111-84, div. A,
title V, §563(a)(3), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2307.

JOINT FAMILY SUPPORT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Pub. L. 109-364, div. A, title VI, §675, Oct. 17, 2006, 120
Stat. 2273, as amended by Pub. L. 111-383, div. A, title
V, §584, Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4228, provided that:
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‘‘(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Defense
shall carry out a joint family support assistance pro-
gram for the purpose of providing to families of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces the following types of assist-
ance:

‘(1) Financial and material assistance.

‘(2) Mobile support services.

‘(3) Sponsorship of volunteers and family support
professionals for the delivery of support services.

‘“(4) Coordination of family assistance programs
and activities provided by Military OneSource, Mili-
tary Family Life Consultants, counselors, the De-
partment of Defense, other Federal agencies, State
and local agencies, and non-profit entities.

‘(5) Facilitation of discussion on military family
assistance programs, activities, and initiatives be-
tween and among the organizations, agencies, and en-
tities referred to in paragraph (4).

‘“(6) Such other assistance that the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

““(b) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense shall
carry out the program in not less than six areas of the
United States selected by the Secretary. At least three
of the areas selected for the program shall be areas
that are geographically isolated from military installa-
tions.

‘“(c) RESOURCES AND VOLUNTEERS.—The Secretary of
Defense shall provide personnel and other resources of
the Department of Defense necessary for the implemen-
tation and operation of the program and may accept
and utilize the services of non-Government volunteers
and non-profit entities under the program.

‘‘(d) PROCEDURES.—The Secretary of Defense shall es-
tablish procedures for the operation of the program and
for the provision of assistance to families of members
of the Armed Forces under the program.

‘“(e) RELATION TO FAMILY SUPPORT CENTERS.—The
program is not intended to operate in lieu of existing
family support centers, but is instead intended to aug-
ment the activities of the family support centers.

¢(f) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—

‘(1) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 days after
the date on which funds are first obligated for the
program, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
congressional defense committees [Committees on
Armed Services and Appropriations of the Senate and
the House of Representatives] a report setting forth
a plan for the implementation of the program.

‘“(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan required under paragraph
(1) shall include the following:

““(A) A description of the actions taken to select
the areas in which the program will be conducted.

“(B) A description of the procedures established
under subsection (d).

‘(C) A review of proposed actions to be taken
under the program to improve coordination of fam-
ily assistance program and activities between and
among the Department of Defense, other Federal
agencies, State and local agencies, and non-profit
entities.

‘(g) REPORT.—

‘(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 270 days
after the date on which funds are first obligated for
the program, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the congressional defense committees [Committees
on Armed Services and Appropriations of the Senate
and the House of Representatives] a report on the
program.

‘“(2) ELEMENTS.—The report shall include the fol-
lowing:

‘“(A) A description of the program, including the
areas in which the program is conducted, the proce-
dures established under subsection (d) for operation
of the program, and the assistance provided
through the program for families of members of the
Armed Forces.

‘(B) An assessment of the effectiveness of the
program in providing assistance to families of
members of the Armed Forces.

‘“(C) An assessment of the advisability of extend-
ing the program or making it permanent.
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‘“(h) DURATION.—The authority to carry out the pro-
gram shall expire on December 31, 2012.”’

RECOGNITION OF MILITARY FAMILIES

Pub. L. 108-136, div. A, title V, §581, Nov. 24, 2003, 117
Stat. 1489, provided that:

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following find-
ings:

‘(1) The families of both active and reserve compo-
nent members of the Armed Forces, through their
sacrifices and their dedication to the Nation and its
values, contribute immeasurably to the readiness of
the Armed Forces.

“(2) Without the continued support of military fam-
ilies, the Nation’s ability to sustain a high quality
all-volunteer military force would be undermined.

“(3) In the perilous and challenging times of the
global war on terrorism, with hundreds of thousands
of active and reserve component military personnel
deployed overseas in places of combat and other im-
minent danger, military families are making extraor-
dinary sacrifices and will be required to do so for the
foreseeable future.

‘“(4) Beginning in 1997, military family service and
support centers have responded to the encouragement
and support of private, non-profit organizations to
recognize and honor the American military family
during the Thanksgiving period each November.

“(b) MILITARY FAMILY RECOGNITION.—In view of the
findings in subsection (a), Congress determines that it
is appropriate that special measures be taken annually
to recognize and honor the American military family.

‘‘(c) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PROGRAMS AND ACTIVI-
TIES.—The Secretary of Defense shall—

‘(1) implement and sustain programs, including ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities, to recognize and
honor the contributions and sacrifices of the Amer-
ican military family, including families of both ac-
tive and reserve component military personnel;

‘“(2) focus the celebration of the American military
family during a specific period of each year to give
full and proper recognition to those families; and

““(3) seek the assistance and support of appropriate
civilian organizations, associations, and other enti-
ties (A) in carrying out the annual celebration of the
American military family, and (B) in sustaining
other, longer-term efforts to support the American
military family.”’

§1781a. Department of Defense Military Family
Readiness Council

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is in the Department
of Defense the Department of Defense Military
Family Readiness Council (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘“Council’’).

(b) MEMBERS.—(1) The Council shall consist of
the following members:

(A) The Under Secretary of Defense for Per-
sonnel and Readiness, who shall serve as chair
of the Council and who may designate a rep-
resentative to chair the council in the Under
Secretary’s absence.

(B) The following persons, who shall be ap-
pointed or designated by the Secretary of De-
fense:

(i) One representative of each of the Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force, each of
whom shall be a member of the armed force
to be represented.

(ii) One representative of the Army Na-
tional Guard or the Air National Guard, who
may be a member of the National Guard.

(iii) One spouse or parent of a member of
each of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and
Air Force, two of whom shall be the spouse
or parent of an active component member
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