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readiness is expressed through Department-
wide goals that are identifiable and measur-
able.

(5) To ensure that the military family readi-
ness programs and activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense undergo continuous evalua-
tion in order to ensure that resources are allo-
cated and expended for such programs and ac-
tivities to achieve Department-wide family
readiness goals.

(¢c) ELEMENTS OF PoLicYy.—The policy required
under subsection (a) shall include the following
elements:

(1) A list of military family readiness pro-
grams and activities.

(2) Department of Defense-wide goals for
military family support, including joint pro-
grams, both for military families of members
of the regular components and military fami-
lies of members of the reserve components.

(3) Policies on access to military family sup-
port programs and activities based on military
family populations served and geographical lo-
cation.

(4) Metrics to measure the performance and
effectiveness of the military family readiness
programs and activities of the Department of
Defense.

(5) A summary, by fiscal year, of the alloca-
tion of funds (including appropriated funds
and nonappropriated funds) for major cat-
egories of military family readiness programs
and activities of the Department of Defense,
set forth for each of the military departments
and for the Office of the Secretary of Defense.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than March 1
each year, the Secretary of Defense shall submit
to the congressional defense committees a re-
port on the plans required under subsection (a)
for the five-fiscal year period beginning with the
fiscal year in which the report is submitted.
Each report shall include the plans covered by
the report and an assessment of the discharge by
the Department of Defense of the previous plans
submitted under this section.

(Added Pub. L. 110-181, div. A, title V, §581(a),
Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 121; amended Pub. L.
111-383, div. A, title X, §1075(b)(23), Jan. 7, 2011,
124 Stat. 4370.)

AMENDMENTS

2011—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 111-383 substituted ‘‘March
1 each year’” for ‘‘March 1, 2008, and each year there-
after’.

§1781c. Office of Community Support for Mili-
tary Families With Special Needs

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is in the Office of
the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel
and Readiness the Office of Community Support
for Military Families With Special Needs (in
this section referred to as the ‘‘Office’’).

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Office is to
enhance and improve Department of Defense
support around the world for military families
with special needs (whether medical or edu-
cational needs) through the development of ap-
propriate policies, enhancement and dissemina-
tion of appropriate information throughout the
Department of Defense, support for such fami-
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lies in obtaining referrals for services and in ob-
taining service, and oversight of the activities of
the military departments in support of such
families.

(c) DIRECTOR.—(1) The head of the Office shall
be the Director of the Office of Community Sup-
port for Military Families With Special Needs,
who shall be a member of the Senior Executive
Service or a general officer or flag officer.

(2) In the discharge of the responsibilities of
the Office, the Director shall be subject to the
supervision, direction, and control of the Under
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readi-
ness.

(d) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Office shall have
the responsibilities as follows:

(1) To develop and implement a comprehen-
sive policy on support for military families
with special needs as required by subsection
(e).

(2) To establish and oversee the programs re-
quired by subsection (f).

(3) To identify gaps in services available
through the Department of Defense for mili-
tary families with special needs.

(4) To develop plans to address gaps identi-
fied under paragraph (3) through appropriate
mechanisms, such as enhancing resources and
training and ensuring the provision of special
assistance to military families with special
needs and military parents of individuals with
special needs (including through the provision
of training and seminars to members of the
armed forces).

(5) To monitor the programs of the military
departments for the assignment of members of
the armed forces who are members of military
families with special needs, and the programs
for the support of such military families, and
to advise the Secretary of Defense on the ade-
quacy of such programs in conjunction with
the preparation of future-years defense pro-
grams and other budgeting and planning ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense.

(6) To monitor the availability and acces-
sibility of programs provided by other Federal,
State, local, and non-governmental agencies
to military families with special needs.

(7) To conduct periodic reviews of best prac-
tices in the United States in the provision of
medical and educational services for children
with special needs.

(8) To carry out such other matters with re-
spect to the programs and activities of the De-
partment of Defense regarding military fami-
lies with special needs as the Under Secretary
of Defense for Personnel and Readiness shall
specify.

(e) PoLicy.—(1) The Office shall develop, and
update from time to time, a uniform policy for
the Department of Defense regarding military
families with special needs. The policy shall
apply with respect to members of the armed
forces without regard to their location, whether
within or outside the continental United States.

(2) The policy developed under this subsection
shall include elements regarding the following:

(A) The assignment of members of the armed
forces who are members of military families
with special needs.

(B) Support for military families with spe-
cial needs.
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(3) In addressing the assignment of members of
the armed forces under paragraph (2)(A), the pol-
icy developed under this subsection shall, in a
manner consistent with the needs of the armed
forces and responsive to the career development
of members of the armed forces on active duty,
provide for such members each of the following:

(A) Assignment to locations where care and
support for family members with special needs
are available.

(B) Stabilization of assignment for a mini-
mum of 4 years.

(4) In addressing support for military families
under paragraph (2)(B), the policy developed
under this subsection shall provide the follow-
ing:
(A) Procedures to identify members of the
armed forces who are members of military
families with special needs.

(B) Mechanisms to ensure timely and accu-
rate evaluations of members of such families
who have special needs.

(C) Procedures to facilitate the enrollment
of such members of the armed forces and their
families in programs of the military depart-
ment for the support of military families with
special needs.

(D) Procedures to ensure the coordination of
Department of Defense health care programs
and support programs for military families
with special needs, and the coordination of
such programs with other Federal, State,
local, and non-governmental health care pro-
grams and support programs intended to serve
such families.

(E) Requirements for resources (including
staffing) to ensure the availability through
the Department of Defense of appropriate
numbers of case managers to provide individ-
ualized support for military families with spe-
cial needs.

(F') Requirements regarding the development
and continuous updating of an individualized
services plan (medical and educational) for
each military family with special needs.

(&) Requirements for record keeping, report-
ing, and continuous monitoring of available
resources and family needs under individual-
ized services support plans for military fami-
lies with special needs, including the estab-
lishment and maintenance of a central or var-
ious regional databases for such purposes.

(f) PROGRAMS.—(1) The Office shall establish,
maintain, and oversee a program to provide in-
formation and referral services on special needs
matters to military families with special needs
on a continuous basis regardless of the location
of the member’s assignment. The program shall
provide for timely access by members of such
military families to individual case managers
and counselors on matters relating to special
needs.

(2) The Office shall establish, maintain, and
oversee a program of outreach on special needs
matters for military families with special needs.
The program shall—

(A) assist military families in identifying
whether or not they have a member with spe-
cial needs; and

(B) provide military families with special
needs with information on the services, sup-
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port, and assistance available through the De-
partment of Defense regarding such members
with special needs, including information on
enrollment in programs of the military de-
partments for such services, support, and as-
sistance.

(3)(A) The Office shall provide support to the
Secretary of each military department in the es-
tablishment and sustainment by such Secretary
of a program for the support of military families
with special needs under the jurisdiction of such
Secretary. Each program shall be consistent
with the policy developed by the Office under
subsection (e).

(B) Each program under this paragraph shall
provide for appropriate numbers of case man-
agers for the development and oversight of indi-
vidualized services plans for educational and
medical support for military families with spe-
cial needs.

(C) Services under a program under this para-
graph may be provided by contract or other ar-
rangements with non-Department of Defense en-
tities qualified to provide such services.

(g) RESOURCES.—The Secretary of Defense
shall assign to the Office such resources, includ-
ing personnel, as the Secretary considers nec-
essary for the discharge of the responsibilities of
the Office, including a sufficient number of
members of the armed forces to ensure appro-
priate representation by the military depart-
ments in the personnel of the Office.

(h) REPORTS.—(1) Not later than April 30 each
year, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a report
on the activities of the Office.

(2) Each report under this subsection shall in-
clude the following:

(A) A description of any gaps in services
available through the Department of Defense
for military families with special needs that
were identified under subsection (d)(3).

(B) A description of the actions being taken,
or planned, to address such gaps, including
any plans developed under subsection (d)(4).

(C) Such recommendations for legislative ac-
tion as the Secretary considers appropriate to
provide for the continuous improvement of
support and services for military families with
special needs.

(i) MILITARY FAMILY WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.—
For purposes of this section, a military family
with special needs is any military family with
one or more members who has a medical or edu-
cational special need (as defined by the Sec-
retary in regulations for purposes of this sec-
tion), including a condition covered by the Ex-
tended Health Care Option Program under sec-
tion 1079f of this title.

(Added Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title V, §563(a)(1),
Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2304; amended Pub. L.
111-383, div. A, title V, §582(a), (b), title X,
§1075(b)(24), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4226, 4227, 4370.)

AMENDMENTS

2011—Subsec. (c¢). Pub. L. 111-383, §582(a), amended
subsec. (¢c) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as
follows:

‘(1) The head of the Office shall be the Director of the
Office of Community Support for Military Families
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With Special Needs, who shall be appointed by the Sec-
retary of Defense from among civilian employees of the
Department of Defense who are members of the Senior
Executive Service or members of the armed forces in a
general or flag grade.

‘(2) The Director shall be subject to the supervision,
direction, and control of the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Personnel and Readiness in the discharge of
the responsibilities of the Office, and shall report di-
rectly to the Under Secretary regarding the discharge
of such responsibilities.”

Subsec. (d)(7), (8). Pub. L. 111-383, §582(b), added par.
(7) and redesignated former par. (7) as (8).

Subsec. (h)(1). Pub. L. 111-383, §1075(b)(24), substituted
“April 30 each year’ for ‘180 days after the date of the
enactment of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2010, and annually thereafter’.

FOUNDATION FOR SUPPORT OF MILITARY FAMILIES WITH
SPECIAL NEEDS

Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title V, §563(b), Oct. 28, 2009, 123
Stat. 2307, provided that:

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of
Defense may establish a foundation for the provision of
assistance to the Department of Defense in providing
support to military families with special needs.

‘“(2) PurpPosES.—The purposes of the foundation shall
be to assist the Department of Defense as follows:

‘“(A) In conducting outreach to identify military
families with special needs.

‘(B) In developing programs to support and provide
services to military families with special needs.

‘(C) In developing educational curricula for the
training of professional and paraprofessional person-
nel providing support and services on special needs to
military families with special needs.

‘(D) In conducting research on the following:

‘(i) The unique factors associated with a military
career (including deployments of members of the
Armed Forces) and their effects on families and in-
dividuals with special needs.

‘“(ii) Evidence-based therapeutic and medical
services for members of military families with spe-
cial needs, including research in conjunction with
non-Department of Defense entities such as the Na-
tional Institutes of Health.

‘“(BE) In providing vocational education and training
for adolescent and adult members of military fami-
lies with special needs.

‘(F) In carrying out other initiatives to contribute
to improved support for military families with spe-
cial needs.

‘(3) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FUNDING.—The Sec-
retary may provide the foundation such financial sup-
port as the Secretary considers appropriate, including
the provision to the foundation of appropriated funds
and non-appropriated funds available to the Depart-
ment of Defense.

‘“(4) ANNUAL REPORT.—The foundation shall submit to
the Secretary, and to the congressional defense com-
mittees [Committees on Armed Services and Appro-
priations of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives], each year a report on its activities under this
subsection during the preceding year. Each report shall
include, for the year covered by such report, the follow-
ing:
‘“(A) A description of the programs and activities of

the foundation.

‘(B) The budget of the foundation, including the
sources of any funds provided to the foundation.

() MILITARY FAMILY WITH SPECIAL NEEDS DEFINED.—
In this subsection, the term ‘military family with spe-
cial needs’ has the meaning given such term in section
1781c(i) of title 10, United States Code (as added by sub-
section (a)).”

MILITARY DEPARTMENT SUPPORT FOR LOCAL CENTERS
TO ASSIST MILITARY CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title V, §563(c), as added Pub.
L. 111-383, div. A, title V, §582(c)(2), Jan. 7, 2011, 124
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Stat. 4227, provided that: ‘“The Secretary of a military
department may establish or support centers on or in
the vicinity of military installations under the juris-
diction of such Secretary to coordinate and provide
medical and educational services for children with spe-
cial needs of members of the Armed Forces who are as-
signed to such installations.”

ADVISORY PANEL ON COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR
MILITARY FAMILIES WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title V, §563(d), as added Pub.
L. 111-383, div. A, title V, §582(c)(2), Jan. 7, 2011, 124
Stat. 4227, provided that:

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this subsection [Jan. 7, 2011],
the Secretary of Defense shall establish an advisory
panel on community support for military families with
special needs.

‘“(2) MEMBERS.—The advisory panel shall consist of
seven individuals who are a member of a military fam-
ily with special needs. The Secretary of Defense shall
appoint the members of the advisory panel.

‘(3) DuTIES.—The advisory panel shall—

““(A) provide informed advice to the Director of the
Office of Community Support for Military Families
With Special Needs on the implementation of the pol-
icy required by subsection (e) of section 1781c of title
10, United States Code, and on the discharge of the
programs required by subsection (f) of such section;

‘“(B) assess and provide information to the Director
on services and support for children with special
needs that is available from other departments and
agencies of the Federal Government and from State
and local governments; and

‘“(C) otherwise advise and assist the Director in the
discharge of the duties of the Office of Community
Support for Military Families With Special Needs in
such manner as the Secretary of Defense and the Di-
rector jointly determine appropriate.

‘“(4) MEETINGS.—The Director shall meet with the ad-
visory panel at such times, and with such frequency, as
the Director considers appropriate. The Director shall
meet with the panel at least once each year. The Direc-
tor may meet with the panel through teleconferencing
or by other electronic means.”’

§1782. Surveys of military families

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense, in
order to determine the effectiveness of Federal
programs relating to military families and the
need for new programs, may conduct surveys
of—

(1) members of the armed forces who are on
active duty, in an active status, or retired;

(2) family members of such members; and

(3) survivors of deceased retired members
and of members who died while on active duty.

(b) RESPONSES To BE VOLUNTARY.—Responses
to surveys conducted under this section shall be
voluntary.

(¢c) FEDERAL RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS.—
With respect to a survey authorized under sub-
section (a) that includes a person referred to in
that subsection who is not an employee of the
United States or is not otherwise considered an
employee of the United States for the purposes
of section 3502(3)(A)(i) of title 44, the person
shall be considered as being an employee of the
United States for the purposes of that section.

(d) SURVEY REQUIRED FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010.—
Notwithstanding subsection (a), during fiscal
year 2010, the Secretary of Defense shall conduct
a survey otherwise authorized under such sub-
section. Thereafter, additional surveys may be
conducted not less often than once every three
fiscal years.
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