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out an assessment through Feb. 15, 2003, of the actions 
taken by the Secretary of Defense in implementing the 
recommendations in the report of the Space Commis-
sion submitted to Congress pursuant to Pub. L. 106–65, 
§ 1623, formerly set out as a note under section 111 of 
this title, that were applicable to the Department of 
Defense, and to submit reports to committees of Con-
gress, not later than Feb. 15, 2002, and Feb. 15, 2003, set-
ting forth the results of the assessment. 

§ 2272. Space science and technology strategy: co-
ordination 

(a) SPACE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY STRAT-
EGY.—(1) The Secretary of Defense and the Di-
rector of National Intelligence shall jointly de-
velop and implement a space science and tech-
nology strategy and shall review and, as appro-
priate, revise the strategy annually. Functions 
of the Secretary under this subsection shall be 
carried out jointly by the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Research and Engineering and the 
official of the Department of Defense designated 
as the Department of Defense Executive Agent 
for Space. 

(2) The strategy under paragraph (1) shall, at 
a minimum, address the following issues: 

(A) Short-term and long-term goals of the 
space science and technology programs of the 
Department of Defense. 

(B) The process for achieving the goals iden-
tified under subparagraph (A), including an 
implementation plan for achieving those 
goals. 

(C) The process for assessing progress made 
toward achieving those goals. 

(D) The process for transitioning space 
science and technology programs to new or ex-
isting space acquisition programs. 

(3) The strategy under paragraph (1) shall be 
included as part of the annual National Security 
Space Plan developed pursuant to Department 
of Defense regulations and shall be provided to 
Department of Defense components and science 
and technology entities of the Department of 
Defense to support the planning, programming, 
and budgeting processes of the Department. 

(4) The strategy under paragraph (1) shall be 
developed in consultation with the directors of 
research laboratories of the Department of De-
fense, the directors of the other Department of 
Defense research components, and the heads of 
other organizations of the Department of De-
fense as identified by the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Research and Engineering and the 
Department of Defense Executive Agent for 
Space. 

(5) The Secretary of Defense and the Director 
of National Intelligence shall biennially submit 
the strategy developed under paragraph (1) to 
the congressional defense committees every 
other year on the date on which the President 
submits to Congress the budget for the next fis-
cal year under section 1105 of title 31. 

(b) REQUIRED COORDINATION.—In carrying out 
the space science and technology strategy devel-
oped under subsection (a), the directors of the 
research laboratories of the Department of De-
fense, the directors of the other Department of 
Defense research components, and the heads of 
all other appropriate organizations identified 
jointly by the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 

Research and Engineerin and the Department of 
Defense Executive Agent for Space shall each— 

(1) identify research projects in support of 
that strategy that contribute directly and 
uniquely to the development of space tech-
nology; and 

(2) inform the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Research and Engineering and the 
Department of Defense Executive Agent for 
Space of the planned budget and planned 
schedule for executing those projects. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘research laboratory of the De-

partment of Defense’’ means any of the follow-
ing: 

(A) The Air Force Research Laboratory. 
(B) The Naval Research Laboratory. 
(C) The Office of Naval Research. 
(D) The Army Research Laboratory. 

(2) The term ‘‘other Department of Defense 
research component’’ means either of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency. 

(B) The National Reconnaissance Office. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title IX, § 911(a)(1), 
Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1563; amended Pub. L. 
111–84, div. A, title IX, § 911(a)(1)–(3), Oct. 28, 2009, 
123 Stat. 2428, 2429; Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title 
IX, § 901(j)(2), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4324.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 2272, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 124, related to contracts to obtain designs submit-
ted in design competitions, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
103–160, div. A, title VIII, § 821(a)(1), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 
Stat. 1704. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 111–383 substituted 
‘‘Assistant Secretary of Defense for Research and Engi-
neering’’ for ‘‘Director of Defense Research and Engi-
neering’’ wherever appearing. 

2009—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 111–84, § 911(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘The Secretary of Defense and the Director of 
National Intelligence shall jointly develop’’ for ‘‘The 
Secretary of Defense shall develop’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2)(D). Pub. L. 111–84, § 911(a)(2), added sub-
par. (D). 

Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 111–84, § 911(a)(3), amended par. 
(5) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (5) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The strategy shall be available for review by the 
congressional defense committees.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–383 effective Jan. 1, 2011, 
see section 901(p) of Pub. L. 111–383, set out as a note 
under section 131 of this title. 

INITIAL REPORT 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title IX, § 911(a)(4), Oct. 28, 2009, 
123 Stat. 2429, provided that: ‘‘The first space science 
and technology strategy required to be submitted 
under paragraph (5) of section 2272(a) of title 10, United 
States Code, as amended by paragraph (3) of this sub-
section, shall be submitted on the date on which the 
President submits to Congress the budget for fiscal 
year 2012 under section 1105 of title 31, United States 
Code.’’ 

§ 2273. Policy regarding assured access to space: 
national security payloads 

(a) POLICY.—It is the policy of the United 
States for the President to undertake actions 
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