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§ 2538. Industrial mobilization: orders; priorities; 
possession of manufacturing plants; viola-
tions 

(a) ORDERING AUTHORITY.—In time of war or 
when war is imminent, the President, through 
the head of any department, may order from any 
person or organized manufacturing industry 
necessary products or materials of the type usu-
ally produced or capable of being produced by 
that person or industry. 

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH ORDER REQUIRED.—A per-
son or industry with whom an order is placed 
under subsection (a), or the responsible head 
thereof, shall comply with that order and give it 
precedence over all orders not placed under that 
subsection. 

(c) SEIZURE OF MANUFACTURING PLANTS UPON 
NONCOMPLIANCE.—In time of war or when war is 
imminent, the President, through the head of 
any department, may take immediate posses-
sion of any plant that is equipped to manufac-
ture, or that in the opinion of the head of that 
department is capable of being readily trans-
formed into a plant for manufacturing, arms or 
ammunition, parts thereof, or necessary sup-
plies for the armed forces if the person or indus-
try owning or operating the plant, or the respon-
sible head thereof, refuses— 

(1) to give precedence to the order as pre-
scribed in subsection (b); 

(2) to manufacture the kind, quantity, or 
quality of arms or ammunition, parts thereof, 
or necessary supplies, as ordered by the head 
of such department; or 

(3) to furnish them at a reasonable price as 
determined by the head of such department. 

(d) USE OF SEIZED PLANT.—The President, 
through the head of any department, may manu-
facture products that are needed in time of war 
or when war is imminent, in any plant that is 
seized under subsection (c). 

(e) COMPENSATION REQUIRED.—Each person or 
industry from whom products or materials are 
ordered under subsection (a) is entitled to fair 
and just compensation. Each person or industry 
whose plant is seized under subsection (c) is en-
titled to a fair and just rental. 

(f) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Whoever fails to com-
ply with this section shall be imprisoned for not 
more than three years and fined under title 18. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title VIII, 
§ 822(a)(1), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1704; amended 
Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title VIII, § 811, Oct. 5, 
1994, 108 Stat. 2815.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in sections 4501 and 9501 of this title, prior to re-
peal by Pub. L. 103–160, § 822(a)(2). 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–337, § 811(1), substituted 
‘‘head of any department’’ for ‘‘Secretary of Defense’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–337, § 811, substituted 
‘‘through the head of any department’’ for ‘‘through 
the Secretary of Defense’’ and ‘‘opinion of the head of 
that department’’ for ‘‘opinion of the Secretary of De-
fense’’ in introductory provisions and ‘‘head of such de-
partment’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’ in pars. (2) and (3). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103–337, § 811(1), substituted ‘‘head 
of any department’’ for ‘‘Secretary of Defense’’. 

§ 2539. Industrial mobilization: plants; lists 

(a) LIST OF PLANTS EQUIPPED TO MANUFACTURE 
ARMS OR AMMUNITION.—The Secretary of De-
fense may maintain a list of all privately owned 
plants in the United States, and the territories, 
Commonwealths, and possessions of the United 
States, that are equipped to manufacture for the 
armed forces arms or ammunition, or parts 
thereof, and may obtain complete information 
of the kinds of those products manufactured or 
capable of being manufactured by each of those 
plants, and of the equipment and capacity of 
each of those plants. 

(b) LIST OF PLANTS CONVERTIBLE INTO AMMUNI-
TION FACTORIES.—The Secretary of Defense may 
maintain a list of privately owned plants in the 
United States, and the territories, Common-
wealths, and possessions of the United States, 
that are capable of being readily transformed 
into factories for the manufacture of ammuni-
tion for the armed forces and that have a capac-
ity sufficient to warrant conversion into ammu-
nition plants in time of war or when war is im-
minent, and may obtain complete information 
as to the equipment of each of those plants. 

(c) CONVERSION PLANS.—The Secretary of De-
fense may prepare comprehensive plans for con-
verting each plant listed pursuant to subsection 
(b) into a factory for the manufacture of ammu-
nition or parts thereof. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title VIII, 
§ 822(a)(1), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1705.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in sections 4502(a)–(c) and 9502(a)–(c) of this title, 
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103–160, § 822(a)(2). 

§ 2539a. Industrial mobilization: Board on Mobili-
zation of Industries Essential for Military 
Preparedness 

The President may appoint a nonpartisan 
Board on Mobilization of Industries Essential 
for Military Preparedness, and may provide nec-
essary clerical assistance, to organize and coor-
dinate operations under sections 2538 and 2539 of 
this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title VIII, 
§ 822(a)(1), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1705, § 2540; re-
numbered § 2539a, Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title X, 
§ 1070(a)(13)(A), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2856.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in sections 4502(d) and 9502(d) of this title, prior 
to repeal by Pub. L. 103–160, § 822(a)(2). 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337 renumbered section 2540 of this 
title as this section. 

§ 2539b. Availability of samples, drawings, infor-
mation, equipment, materials, and certain 
services 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense and 
the Secretaries of the military departments, 
under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
Defense and when determined by the Secretary 
of Defense or the Secretary concerned to be in 
the interest of national defense, may each— 
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