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Army exchanges. However, this does not prevent 
Army exchanges from using public buildings or 
public transportation that, in the opinion of the 
office or officer designated by the Secretary, are 
not needed for other purposes. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 270; Pub. L. 
99–661, div. B, title VII, § 2721, Nov. 14, 1986, 100 
Stat. 4042.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

4779(a) .....
4779(b) .....

10:1332. 
10:1345. 

June 23, 1879, ch. 35, § 8, 
21 Stat. 35. 

4779(c) ..... 10:1335. Aug. 1, 1914, ch. 223 (2d 
par. under ‘‘Quarter-
master Corps’’), 38 
Stat. 629. 

July 16, 1892, ch. 195 (last 
proviso under ‘‘Quar-
termaster’s Depart-
ment’’), 27 Stat. 178; 
June 28, 1950, ch. 383, 
§ 402(c), 64 Stat. 227. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘United States’’ are sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘Government’’. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘suitable space’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘proper and suitable room or 
rooms’’. The words ‘‘there is a’’ are substituted for the 
words ‘‘have been established’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 99–661 redesignated 
subsec. (c) as (b) and struck out former subsec. (b) 
which directed the Secretary to assign suitable space 
for postal purposes at each military post where there 
was a post office. 

§ 4780. Acquisition of buildings in District of Co-
lumbia 

(a) In time of war or when war is imminent, 
the Secretary of the Army may acquire by lease 
any building, or part of a building, in the Dis-
trict of Columbia that may be needed for mili-
tary purposes. 

(b) At any time, the Secretary may, for the 
purposes of the Department of the Army, req-
uisition the use and take possession of any 
building or space in any building, and its appur-
tenances, in the District of Columbia, other 
than— 

(1) a dwelling house occupied as such; 

(2) a building occupied by any other agency 
of the United States; or 

(3) space in such a dwelling house or build-
ing. 

The Secretary shall determine, and pay out of 
funds appropriated for the payment of rent by 
the Department of the Army, just compensation 
for that use. If the amount of the compensation 
is not satisfactory to the person entitled to it, 
the Secretary shall pay 75 percent of it to that 
person, and the claimant is entitled to recover 
by action against the United States an addi-
tional amount that, when added to the amount 
paid by the Secretary, is determined by the 
court to be just compensation for that use. 

(Added Pub. L. 85–861, § 1(105)(A), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 
Stat. 1489.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

4780(a) ..... 40:37. July 9, 1918, ch. 143 (3d 
proviso under ‘‘Bar-
racks and Quarters’’), 
40 Stat. 861. 

4780(b) ..... 40:41. July 8, 1918, ch. 139 (2d 
par. under ‘‘War De-
partment’’), 40 Stat. 
826. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘may acquire by lease’’ 
are substituted for the words ‘‘is authorized, in his dis-
cretion, to rent or lease’’. The word ‘‘needed’’ is sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘required’’. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘At any time’’ are in-
serted for clarity. The word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for 
the words ‘‘is authorized’’. The word ‘‘agency’’ is sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘branch’’. Clause (3) is inserted 
for clarity. The word ‘‘determine’’ is substituted for the 
word ‘‘ascertain’’. The words ‘‘out of funds appro-
priated for the payment of rent by’’ are substituted for 
the words ‘‘within the limits of the appropriations for 
rent made by any act making appropriations for’’. The 
word ‘‘is’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘be’’. The words 
‘‘so ascertained’’ and ‘‘in the manner provided by sec-
tions 41(20) and 250 of Title 28’’ are omitted as surplus-
age, since those sections were repealed in 1948 and re-
placed by sections 1346, 1491, 1496, 1501, 1503, 2401, 2402, 
and 2501 of that title. 

CHAPTER 451—MILITARY CLAIMS 

Sec. 

4801. Definition. 
4802. Admiralty claims against the United States. 
4803. Admiralty claims by United States. 
4804. Salvage claims by United States. 
[4805. Repealed.] 
4806. Settlement or compromise: final and conclu-

sive. 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Pub. L. 92–417, § 1(2), Aug. 29, 1972, 86 Stat. 654, 
substituted ‘‘Admiralty claims against the United 
States’’ for ‘‘Damage by United States vessels; towage 
and salvage of United States vessels’’ in item 4802. 

1960—Pub. L. 86–533, § 1(8)(B), June 29, 1960, 74 Stat. 
247, struck out item 4805 ‘‘Reports to Congress’’. 

§ 4801. Definition 

In this chapter, the term ‘‘settle’’ means con-
sider, ascertain, adjust, determine, and dispose 
of a claim, whether by full or partial allowance 
or by disallowance. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 270; Pub. L. 
100–180, div. A, title XII, § 1231(19)(B), Dec. 4, 1987, 
101 Stat. 1161.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

4801 ......... [No source]. [No source]. 

The revised section is inserted for clarity, and is 
based on usage in the source laws for this revised chap-
ter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Pub. L. 100–180 inserted ‘‘the term’’ after ‘‘In 
this chapter,’’. 

§ 4802. Admiralty claims against the United 
States 

(a) The Secretary of the Army may settle or 
compromise an admiralty claim against the 
United States for— 
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