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trained, and equipped primarily for prompt and 
sustained combat incident to operations at sea. 
It is responsible for the preparation of naval 
forces necessary for the effective prosecution of 
war except as otherwise assigned and, in accord-
ance with integrated joint mobilization plans, 
for the expansion of the peacetime components 
of the Navy to meet the needs of war. 

(b) The naval combat forces of the Navy shall 
include not less than 11 operational aircraft car-
riers. For purposes of this subsection, an oper-
ational aircraft carrier includes an aircraft car-
rier that is temporarily unavailable for world-
wide deployment due to routine or scheduled 
maintenance or repair. 

(c) All naval aviation shall be integrated with 
the naval service as part thereof within the De-
partment of the Navy. Naval aviation consists of 
combat and service and training forces, and in-
cludes land-based naval aviation, air transport 
essential for naval operations, all air weapons 
and air techniques involved in the operations 
and activities of the Navy, and the entire re-
mainder of the aeronautical organization of the 
Navy, together with the personnel necessary 
therefor. 

(d) The Navy shall develop aircraft, weapons, 
tactics, technique, organization, and equipment 
of naval combat and service elements. Matters 
of joint concern as to these functions shall be 
coordinated between the Army, the Air Force, 
and the Navy. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 277, § 5012; re-
numbered § 5062 and amended Pub. L. 99–433, title 
V, § 511(b)(3), (4), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 1043; Pub. 
L. 109–163, div. A, title I, § 126(a), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 
Stat. 3159; Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title X, 
§ 1011(a), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2374.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5012 ......... 5 U.S.C. 411a(b). July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 
§ 206(b), 61 Stat. 501. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 5062, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 281, prescribed the pay and allowances of the Dep-
uty Comptroller, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 87–649, 
§ 14c(11), Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 501, eff. Nov. 1, 1962. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–364 substituted ‘‘11’’ for 
‘‘12’’. 

Pub. L. 109–163, § 126(a)(2), added subsec. (b). Former 
subsec. (b) redesignated (c). 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 109–163, § 126(a)(1), redesig-
nated subsecs. (b) and (c) as (c) and (d), respectively. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433, § 511(b)(3), renumbered section 
5012 of this title as this section. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–433, § 511(b)(4)(A), substituted 
‘‘assigned and, in accordance with integrated joint mo-
bilization plans, for the expansion of the peacetime 
components of the Navy to meet the needs of war’’ for 
‘‘assigned and is generally responsible for naval recon-
naissance, antisubmarine warfare, and protection of 
shipping’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99–433, § 511(b)(4)(B), struck out 
subsec. (d) which related to responsibility for expansion 
of peacetime naval components to meet the needs of 
war. 

NUMBER OF NAVY CARRIER AIR WINGS AND CARRIER 
AIR WING HEADQUARTERS 

Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title X, § 1093, Dec. 31, 2011, 125 
Stat. 1606, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of the Navy 
shall ensure that the Navy maintains— 

‘‘(1) a minimum of 10 carrier air wings; and 
‘‘(2) for each such carrier air wing, a dedicated and 

fully staffed headquarters.’’ 

§ 5063. United States Marine Corps: composition; 
functions 

(a) The Marine Corps, within the Department 
of the Navy, shall be so organized as to include 
not less than three combat divisions and three 
air wings, and such other land combat, aviation, 
and other services as may be organic therein. 
The Marine Corps shall be organized, trained, 
and equipped to provide fleet marine forces of 
combined arms, together with supporting air 
components, for service with the fleet in the sei-
zure or defense of advanced naval bases and for 
the conduct of such land operations as may be 
essential to the prosecution of a naval cam-
paign. In addition, the Marine Corps shall pro-
vide detachments and organizations for service 
on armed vessels of the Navy, shall provide secu-
rity detachments for the protection of naval 
property at naval stations and bases, and shall 
perform such other duties as the President may 
direct. However, these additional duties may not 
detract from or interfere with the operations for 
which the Marine Corps is primarily organized. 

(b) The Marine Corps shall develop, in coordi-
nation with the Army and the Air Force, those 
phases of amphibious operations that pertain to 
the tactics, technique, and equipment used by 
landing forces. 

(c) The Marine Corps is responsible, in accord-
ance with integrated joint mobilization plans, 
for the expansion of peacetime components of 
the Marine Corps to meet the needs of war. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 278, § 5013; re-
numbered § 5063, Pub. L. 99–433, title V, 
§ 511(b)(3), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 1043.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5013 ......... 5 U.S.C. 411a(c) (less last 
32 words of 1st sen-
tence). 

July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 
§ 206(c) (less last 32 
words of 1st sentence), 
61 Stat. 502; as amend-
ed June 28, 1952, ch. 
479, § 1, 66 Stat. 282. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 5063, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 281, related to establishment and duties of Office 
of Budget and Reports, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–433, 
§ 511(a). 

A prior section 5064, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 281; Sept. 7, 1962, Pub. L. 87–649, § 14(c)(12), (13), 76 
Stat. 501; Dec. 12, 1980, Pub. L. 96–513, title III, § 341, 
title V, § 503(3), 94 Stat. 2901, 2911, related to Director 
and Assistant of Office of Budget and Reports, prior to 
repeal by Pub. L. 99–433, § 511(a). 

[CHAPTER 509—REPEALED] 

[§§ 5081 to 5087. Repealed. Pub. L. 99–433, title V, 
§ 512(a), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 1048] 

Section 5081, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 281; 
Aug. 6, 1958, Pub. L. 85–599, § 4(b), 72 Stat. 516; Sept. 7, 
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