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REIMBURSEMENT FOR ADOPTIONS COMPLETED DURING 
INTERIM BETWEEN TEST AND PERMANENT PROGRAM 

For provisions relating to reimbursement for adop-
tion expenses and time period for application, see sec-
tion 652 of Pub. L. 102–484, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1052 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

§ 515. Child development services 

(a) The Commandant may make child develop-
ment services available for members and civil-
ian employees of the Coast Guard, and there-
after as space is available for members of the 
Armed Forces and Federal civilian employees. 
Child development service benefits provided 
under the authority of this section shall be in 
addition to benefits provided under other laws. 

(b)(1) The Commandant is authorized to use 
appropriated funds available to the Coast Guard 
to provide child development services. 

(2)(A) The Commandant is authorized to estab-
lish, by regulations, fees to be charged parents 
for the attendance of children at Coast Guard 
child development centers. 

(B) Fees to be charged, pursuant to subpara-
graph (A), shall be based on family income, ex-
cept that the Commandant may, on a case-by- 
base basis, establish fees at lower rates if such 
rates would not be competitive with rates at 
local child development centers. 

(C) The Commandant is authorized to collect 
and expend fees, established pursuant to this 
subparagraph, and such fees shall, without fur-
ther appropriation, remain available until ex-
pended for the purpose of providing services, in-
cluding the compensation of employees and the 
purchase of consumable and disposable items, at 
Coast Guard child development centers. 

(3) The Commandant is authorized to use ap-
propriated funds available to the Coast Guard to 
provide assistance to family home daycare pro-
viders so that family home daycare services can 
be provided to uniformed service members and 
civilian employees of the Coast Guard at a cost 
comparable to the cost of services provided by 
Coast Guard child development centers. 

(c) The Commandant shall provide for regular 
and unannounced inspections of each child de-
velopment center under this section and may 
use Department of Defense or other training 
programs to ensure that all child development 
center employees under this section meet mini-
mum standards of training with respect to early 
childhood development, activities and discipli-
nary techniques appropriate to children of dif-
ferent ages, child abuse prevention and detec-
tion, and appropriate emergency medical proce-
dures. 

(d) The Secretary shall promulgate regula-
tions to implement this section. The regulations 
shall establish fees to be charged for child devel-
opment services provided under this section 
which take into consideration total family in-
come. 

(e) For purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘child development center’’ does not include a 
child care services facility for which space is al-
lotted under section 616 of the Act of December 
22, 1987 (40 U.S.C. 490b). 

(Added Pub. L. 104–324, title II, § 201(a), Oct. 19, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3906; amended Pub. L. 111–281, title 
II, § 222, Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 2920.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 616 of the Act of December 22, 1987 (40 U.S.C. 
490b), referred to in subsec. (e), is section 101(m) [title 
VI, § 616] of Pub. L. 100–202, Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 
1329–390, 1329–423, which was classified to section 490b of 
former Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works, 
and was repealed and reenacted as section 590(a)–(d) and 
(f) of Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works, 
by Pub. L. 107–217, §§ 1, 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1062, 
1304. 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 111–281, § 222(1), added sub-
sec. (b) and struck out former subsec. (b) which related 
to use of fees paid for services at Coast Guard child de-
velopment centers. 

Subsecs. (d) to (g). Pub. L. 111–281, § 222(2), (3), redesig-
nated subsecs. (f) and (g) as (d) and (e), respectively, 
and struck out former subsecs. (d) and (e) which read as 
follows: 

‘‘(d) Of the amounts available to the Coast Guard 
each fiscal year for operating expenses (and in addition 
to amounts received as fees), the Secretary may use for 
child development services under this section an 
amount not to exceed the total amount the Com-
mandant estimates will be received by the Coast Guard 
in the fiscal year as fees for the provision of those serv-
ices. 

‘‘(e) The Commandant may use appropriated funds 
available to the Coast Guard to provide assistance to 
family home day care providers so that family home 
day care services can be provided to uniformed service 
members and civilian employees of the Coast Guard at 
a cost comparable to the cost of services provided by 
Coast Guard child development centers.’’ 

USE OF COAST GUARD AND MILITARY CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT CENTERS 

Pub. L. 108–293, title II, § 225, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 
1040, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Defense and the 
Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard 
is operating, when operating other than as a service in 
the Navy, may agree to provide child care services to 
members of the armed forces, with reimbursement, in 
Coast Guard and military child development centers 
supported in whole or in part with appropriated funds. 
For purposes of military child development centers op-
erated under the authority of subchapter II of chapter 
88 of title 10, United States Code, the child of a member 
of the Coast Guard shall be considered the same as the 
child of a member of any of the other armed forces.’’ 

§ 516. Presentation of United States flag upon re-
tirement 

(a) PRESENTATION OF FLAG.—Upon the release 
of a member of the Coast Guard from active 
duty for retirement, the Secretary shall present 
a United States flag to the member. 

(b) MULTIPLE PRESENTATIONS NOT AUTHOR-
IZED.—A member is not eligible for a presen-
tation of a flag under subsection (a) if the mem-
ber has previously been presented a flag under 
this section or any other provision of law pro-
viding for the presentation of a United States 
flag incident to release from active service for 
retirement. 

(c) NO COST TO RECIPIENT.—The presentation 
of a flag under this section shall be at no cost to 
the recipient. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title VI, § 644(d)(1), 
Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2049; amended Pub. L. 
106–65, div. A, title VI, § 652(e), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 666; Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, § 1704(a), 
Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314; Pub. L. 107–314, div. 
A, title X, § 1062(b)(2), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2650; 
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1 So in original. ‘‘Sec.’’ probably should not appear. 

Pub. L. 112–213, title II, § 217(6), Dec. 20, 2012, 126 
Stat. 1557.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 112–213 struck out ‘‘of 
Homeland Security’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘of 
Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–314 substituted ‘‘this section’’ 
for ‘‘his section’’. 

1999—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106–65 substituted ‘‘under 
this section or any other provision of law providing for 
the presentation of a United States flag incident to re-
lease from active service for retirement.’’ for ‘‘under 
this section or section 3681, 6141, and 8681 of title 10.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 
107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of Title 10, 
Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to releases from ac-
tive duty described in this section and sections 3681, 
6141, and 8641 of Title 10, Armed Forces, on or after Oct. 
1, 1998, see section 644(e) of Pub. L. 105–261, set out as 
a note under section 3681 of Title 10. 

§ 517. Travel card management 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may require 
that travel or transportation allowances due a 
civilian employee or military member of the 
Coast Guard be disbursed directly to the issuer 
of a Federal contractor-issued travel charge 
card, but only in an amount not to exceed the 
authorized travel expenses charged by that 
Coast Guard member to that travel charge card 
issued to that employee or member. 

(b) WITHHOLDING OF NONDISPUTED OBLIGA-
TIONS.—The Secretary may also establish re-
quirements similar to those established by the 
Secretary of Defense pursuant to section 2784a 
of title 10 for deduction or withholding of pay or 
retired pay from a Coast Guard employee, mem-
ber, or retired member who is delinquent in pay-
ment under the terms of the contract under 
which the card was issued and does not dispute 
the amount of the delinquency. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–293, title II, § 210(a), Aug. 9, 
2004, 118 Stat. 1036.) 

§ 518. Reimbursement for medical-related travel 
expenses for certain persons residing on is-
lands in the continental United States 

In any case in which a covered beneficiary (as 
defined in section 1072(5) of title 10) resides on 
an island that is located in the 48 contiguous 
States and the District of Columbia and that 
lacks public access roads to the mainland and is 
referred by a primary care physician to a spe-
cialty care provider (as defined in section 
1074i(b) of title 10) on the mainland who provides 
services less than 100 miles from the location 
where the beneficiary resides, the Secretary 
shall reimburse the reasonable travel expenses 
of the covered beneficiary and, when accompani-
ment by an adult is necessary, for a parent or 
guardian of the covered beneficiary or another 
member of the covered beneficiary’s family who 
is at least 21 years of age. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–281, title II, § 203(a), Oct. 15, 
2010, 124 Stat. 2909.) 

CHAPTER 15—ACQUISITIONS 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

561. Acquisition directorate. 
562. Improvements in Coast Guard acquisition 

management. 
563. Recognition of Coast Guard personnel for ex-

cellence in acquisition. 
564. Prohibition on use of lead systems integra-

tors. 
565. Required contract terms. 
566. Department of Defense consultation. 
567. Undefinitized contractual actions. 
568. Guidance on excessive pass-through charges. 
569. Report on former Coast Guard officials em-

ployed by contractors to the agency. 
569a. Major acquisitions. 

SUBCHAPTER II—IMPROVED ACQUISITION 
PROCESS AND PROCEDURES 

Sec.1 

571. Identification of major system acquisitions. 
572. Acquisition. 
573. Preliminary development and demonstration. 
574. Acquisition, production, deployment, and 

support. 
575. Acquisition program baseline breach. 
576. Acquisition approval authority. 
577. Advance procurement funding. 

SUBCHAPTER III—DEFINITIONS 

581. Definitions. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior chapter 15 of this title, consisting of sections 
561 to 576 and relating to Coast Guard discipline, was 
repealed by act May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 14(v), 64 Stat. 148. 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Pub. L. 112–213, title II, §§ 210(b), 211(b), Dec. 20, 
2012, 126 Stat. 1551, 1552, added items 569a and 577. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 561. Acquisition directorate 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commandant of the 
Coast Guard shall establish an acquisition direc-
torate to provide guidance and oversight for the 
implementation and management of all Coast 
Guard acquisition processes, programs, and 
projects. 

(b) MISSION.—The mission of the acquisition 
directorate is— 

(1) to acquire and deliver assets and systems 
that increase operational readiness, enhance 
mission performance, and create a safe work-
ing environment; and 

(2) to assist in the development of a work-
force that is trained and qualified to further 
the Coast Guard’s missions and deliver the 
best-value products and services to the Na-
tion. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–281, title IV, § 402(a), Oct. 15, 
2010, 124 Stat. 2931.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 561, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 
538, related to limitations on punishment by command-
ing officer, prior to repeal by act May 5, 1950, ch. 169, 
§§ 5, 14(v), 64 Stat. 145, 148, effective May 31, 1951. 
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