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1 So in original. The comma probably should not appear. 

(2) If, after funds are credited, a balance re-
mains available to a Coast Guard installation 
and the installation has a qualified recycling 
program, not more than 50 percent of that bal-
ance may be used at the installation for projects 
for pollution abatement, energy conservation, 
and occupational safety and health activities. 
The cost of the project may not be greater than 
50 percent of the amount permissible for a minor 
construction project. 

(3) The remaining balance available to a Coast 
Guard,1 installation may be transferred to the 
Coast Guard Morale, Welfare, and Recreation 
Program. 

(e) If the balance available to the Coast Guard 
installation under this section at the end of a 
fiscal year is in excess of $200,000, the amount of 
that excess shall be deposited in the general 
fund of the Treasury as offsetting receipts of the 
Department in which the Coast Guard is operat-
ing and ascribed to Coast Guard activities. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 547; Oct. 31, 1951, 
ch. 654, § 2(11), 65 Stat. 707; Pub. L. 97–295, § 2(4), 
Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1301; Pub. L. 102–587, title 
V, § 5202, Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 5071; Pub. L. 
104–324, title IV, § 408, title XI, § 1119, Oct. 19, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3925, 3973; Pub. L. 107–217, § 3(c)(3), 
Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1298; Pub. L. 111–350, 
§ 5(c)(3), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3847.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Subsection (a) is based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., 
§ 43a (Apr. 10, 1936, ch. 179, 49 Stat. 1195). The authoriza-
tion is enlarged to include any public body or private 
organization not organized for profit, and the authority 
to make disposal is placed in the Commandant rather 
than in the Secretary. 

Subsection (b) is based on title 33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., 
§ 752a (May 22, 1926, ch. 371, § 5, 44 Stat. 626). 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–350 substituted ‘‘divi-
sion C (except sections 3302, 3501(b), 3509, 3906, 4710, and 
4711) of subtitle I of title 41’’ for ‘‘title III of the Fed-
eral Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949 
(41 U.S.C. 251 et seq.)’’. 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–217, § 3(c)(3)(A), inserted 
‘‘subtitle I of title 40 and title III of’’ before ‘‘the Fed-
eral Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949’’ 
and substituted ‘‘(41 U.S.C. 251 et seq.)’’ for ‘‘(40 U.S.C. 
471 et seq.)’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 107–217, § 3(c)(3)(B), substituted 
‘‘sections 541–555 of title 40’’ for ‘‘section 203 of the Fed-
eral Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949 
(40 U.S.C. 484)’’. 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–324, § 408, inserted ‘‘to 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary, including any incorporated 
unit thereof,’’ after ‘‘with or without charge,’’ and 
struck out ‘‘to any incorporated unit of the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary,’’ after ‘‘Boy Scouts of America,’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 104–324, § 1119, inserted 
‘‘, except that the Commandant may conduct sales of 
materials for which the proceeds of sale will not exceed 
$5,000 under regulations prescribed by the Com-
mandant’’ before period at end. 

1992—Subsecs. (c) to (e). Pub. L. 102–587 added subsecs. 
(c) to (e). 

1982—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–295 substituted ‘‘(40 
U.S.C. 471 et seq.)’’ for ‘‘, as amended,’’ after ‘‘Act of 
1949’’. 

1951—Subsec. (a). Act Oct. 31, 1951, inserted reference 
to applicable regulations of the Federal Property and 

Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended, and 
substituted ‘‘incorporated’’ for ‘‘regularly organized 
flotilla or other organized’’. 

§ 642. Deposit of damage payments 

Whenever an aid to navigation or other prop-
erty belonging to the Coast Guard is damaged or 
destroyed by a private person, and such private 
person or his agent shall pay to the satisfaction 
of the proper official of the Coast Guard for the 
cost of repair or replacement of such property, 
the Commandant may accept and deposit such 
payments, through proper officers of the Fiscal 
Service, Treasury Department, in special de-
posit accounts in the Treasury, for payment 
therefrom to the person or persons repairing or 
replacing the damaged property and refundment 
of amounts collected in excess of the cost of the 
repairs or replacements concerned. In the event 
that repair or replacement of the damaged prop-
erty is effected by the Coast Guard, the appro-
priations bearing the cost thereof and current at 
the time collection is made shall be reimbursed 
from the special deposit account. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 547.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 721a (Aug. 16, 1937, 
ch. 665, § 2, 50 Stat. 667). 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

§ 643. Rewards for apprehension of persons inter-
fering with aids to navigation 

The Coast Guard may offer and pay rewards 
for the apprehension and conviction, or for in-
formation helpful therein, of persons found 
interfering in violation of law with aids to navi-
gation maintained by the Coast Guard; or for in-
formation leading to the discovery of missing 
Coast Guard property or to recovery thereof. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 547.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 50c (Aug. 2, 1946, 
ch. 756, § 32, 60 Stat. 857). 

Section is enlarged to provide for payment of rewards 
for information leading to the discovery or recovery of 
missing Coast Guard property. 81st Congress, House Re-
port No. 557. 

§ 644. Payment for the apprehension of stragglers 

The Coast Guard may offer and pay rewards 
for the apprehension and delivery of deserters, 
stragglers, and prisoners. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 547.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 147 (May 26, 1906, 
ch. 2556, § 5, 34 Stat. 200). 

Said section has been divided. That part relating to 
rewards for the apprehension of deserters is placed in 
this section. That part relating to the acceptance of 
convicted deserters in the armed forces is placed in sec-
tion 575 of this title. The first sentence of said section 
is eliminated inasmuch as it is believed that command-
ing officers in the Coast Guard are charged with the 
duty of apprehending deserters without special statu-
tory authority therefor. 

The limitation as to amount that could be offered is 
removed. 

The provision concerning money due the deserter is 
eliminated. 81st Congress, House Report No. 557. 
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§ 645. Confidentiality of medical quality assur-
ance records; qualified immunity for partici-
pants 

(a) In this section— 
(1) ‘‘medical quality assurance program’’ 

means any activity carried out by or for the 
Coast Guard to assess the quality of medical 
care, including activities conducted by indi-
viduals, military medical or dental treatment 
facility committees, or other review bodies re-
sponsible for quality assurance, credentials, 
infection control, patient care assessment (in-
cluding treatment procedures, blood, drugs, 
and therapeutics) medical records, health re-
sources management review and identification 
and prevention of medical or dental incidents 
and risks. 

(2) ‘‘medical quality assurance record’’ 
means the proceedings, records, minutes, and 
reports that emanate from quality assurance 
program activities described in paragraph (1) 
and are produced or compiled by the Coast 
Guard as part of a medical quality assurance 
program. 

(3) ‘‘health care provider’’ means any mili-
tary or civilian health care professional who, 
under regulations prescribed by the Secretary, 
is granted clinical practice privileges to pro-
vide health care services in a military medical 
or dental treatment facility or who is licensed 
or certified to perform health care services by 
a governmental board or agency or profes-
sional health care society or organization. 

(b) Medical quality assurance records created 
by or for the Coast Guard as part of a medical 
quality assurance program are confidential and 
privileged. The records may not be disclosed to 
any person or entity except as provided in sub-
section (d). 

(c)(1) Medical quality assurance records are 
not subject to discovery and may not be admit-
ted into evidence in any judicial or administra-
tive proceeding, except as provided in subsection 
(d). 

(2) Except as provided in this section, an indi-
vidual who reviews or creates medical quality 
assurance records for the Coast Guard or who 
participates in any proceeding that reviews or 
creates the records may not testify in any judi-
cial or administrative proceeding with respect 
to the records or with respect to any finding, 
recommendation, evaluation, opinion, or action 
taken by that person in connection with the 
records. 

(d)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a medical qual-
ity assurance record may be disclosed, and an 
individual referred to in subsection (c) may tes-
tify in connection with a record only as follows: 

(A) To a Federal executive agency or private 
organization, if necessary to license, accredit, 
or monitor Coast Guard health care facilities. 

(B) To an administrative or judicial proceed-
ing commenced by a present or former Coast 
Guard or Coast Guard assigned Public Health 
Service health care provider concerning the 
termination, suspension, or limitation of clini-
cal privileges of the health care provider. 

(C) To a governmental board or agency or to 
a professional health care society or organiza-
tion, if necessary to perform licensing, or 

privileging, or to monitor professional stand-
ards for a health care provider who is or was 
a member or an employee of the Coast Guard 
or the Public Health Service assigned to the 
Coast Guard. 

(D) To a hospital, medical center, or other 
institution that provides health care services, 
if necessary to assess the professional quali-
fications of any health care provider who is or 
was a member or employee of the Coast Guard 
or the Public Health Service assigned to the 
Coast Guard and who has applied for or been 
granted authority or employment to provide 
health care services in or on behalf of the in-
stitution. 

(E) To an officer, member, employee, or con-
tractor of the Coast Guard or the Public 
Health Service assigned to the Coast Guard if 
for official purposes. 

(F) To a criminal or civil law enforcement 
agency or instrumentality charged under ap-
plicable law with the protection of the public 
health or safety, if a qualified representative 
of the agency or instrumentality makes a 
written request that the record or testimony 
be provided for a purpose authorized by law. 

(G) In an administrative or judicial proceed-
ing commenced by a criminal or civil law en-
forcement agency or instrumentality referred 
to in subparagraph (F), but only with respect 
to the subject of the proceeding. 

(2) Except in a quality assurance action, the 
identity of any individual receiving health care 
services from the Coast Guard or the identity of 
any other individual associated with the agency 
for the purposes of a medical quality assurance 
program that is disclosed in a medical quality 
assurance record shall be deleted from that 
record or document before any disclosure of the 
record is made outside the Coast Guard. This re-
quirement does not apply to the release of infor-
mation under section 552a of title 5. 

(e) Except as provided in this section, a person 
having possession of or access to a record or tes-
timony described by this section may not dis-
close the contents of the record or testimony. 

(f) Medical quality assurance records may not 
be made available to any person under section 
552 of title 5. 

(g) An individual who participates in or pro-
vides information to an individual that reviews 
or creates medical quality assurance records is 
not civilly liable for participating or providing 
the information if the participation or provision 
of information was in good faith based on pre-
vailing professional standards at the time the 
medical quality assurance program activity 
took place. 

(h) Nothing in this section shall be construed 
as— 

(1) authority to withhold from any person 
aggregate statistical information regarding 
the results of Coast Guard medical quality as-
surance programs; 

(2) authority to withhold any medical qual-
ity assurance record from a committee of ei-
ther House of Congress, any joint committee 
of Congress, or the Government Accountabil-
ity Office if the record pertains to any matter 
within their respective jurisdictions; 

(3) limiting access to the information in a 
record created and maintained outside a medi-
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