
Page 812 TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE § 637a 

1980, 94 Stat. 2321, provided not later than Jan. 31, 1981, 

the General Accounting Office submit to Congress a re-

port which, with respect to provisions of subsec. 

(a)(1)(B) and (2) of this section, evaluated the imple-

mentation of such provisions and whether such imple-

mentation furthered the purposes under section 631(e) 

of this title, and required the Small Business Adminis-

tration and the agency designated pursuant to subsec. 

(a)(1)(B) of this section to submit separate quarterly re-

ports to specific congressional committees, which re-

ports were to contain a review and evaluation of all ac-

tivities conducted pursuant to subsec. (a)(1)(B) during 

the previous three-month period, with the first such re-

port submitted commencing on Jan. 2, 1981, for the pre-

ceding three-month period, and to continue quarterly 

through, and include, the quarter ending Sept. 30, 1981. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

Advisory boards and committees in existence on Jan. 

5, 1973, to terminate not later than the expiration of 

the 2-year period following Jan. 5, 1973, unless, in the 

case of a board or committee established by the Presi-

dent or an officer of the Federal Government, such 

board or committee is renewed by appropriate action 

prior to the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the 

case of a board or committee established by the Con-

gress, its duration is otherwise provided by law. See 

sections 3(2) and 14 of Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 

Stat. 770, 776, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Gov-

ernment Organization and Employees. 

DEFINITION 

Pub. L. 100–590, title I, § 127(d), Nov. 3, 1988, 102 Stat. 

3003, provided that: ‘‘For the purposes of this section 

[amending this section and enacting provisions set out 

as notes under this section], the term ‘small business 

concern owned and controlled by women’ means any 

small business concern— 

‘‘(1) that is at least 51 per centum owned by one or 

more women; and 

‘‘(2) whose management and daily business oper-

ations are controlled by one or more of such women.’’ 

Similar provisions were contained in Pub. L. 100–533, 

title II, § 204, Oct. 25, 1988, 102 Stat. 2692. 

§ 637a. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–409, § 3(b), May 2, 
1966, 80 Stat. 133 

Section, Pub. L. 87–550, § 2, July 25, 1962, 76 Stat. 221, 

authorized the Administration to make loans to assist 

in adjusting to competition from imports, described 

such authority as additional to that under the Small 

Business Act, provided for application of the Trade Ex-

pansion Act of 1962, authorized appropriations, and pro-

vided for an effective date. See section 636(e) of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective on July 1, 1966, see section 3(c) of 

Pub. L. 89–409, set out as a note under section 636 of 

this title. 

§ 637b. Availability of information 

(a) Requests for information 

For any contract to be let by any Federal 
agency, such agency shall provide to any small 
business concern upon its request— 

(1) a copy of bid sets and specifications with 
respect to such contract; 

(2) the name and telephone number of an em-
ployee of such agency to answer questions 
with respect to such contract; and 

(3) adequate citations to each major Federal 
law or agency rule with which such business 
concern must comply in performing such con-
tract. 

(b) Exempt contracts 

Subsection (a) of this section shall not apply 
to any contract or subcontract under such con-
tract which— 

(1) will be performed entirely outside any 
State, territory, or possession of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, or the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico; or 

(2) is for services which are personal in na-
ture. 

(Pub. L. 95–507, title II, § 223, Oct. 24, 1978, 92 
Stat. 1772.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Small Busi-

ness Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 637c. Definitions 

For purposes of this Act— 
(1) the term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-

ministrator of the Small Business Administra-
tion; 

(2) the term ‘‘Federal agency’’ has the mean-
ing given the term ‘‘agency’’ by section 551(1) 
of title 5, but does not include the United 
States Postal Service or the Government Ac-
countability Office; and 

(3) the term ‘‘Government procurement con-
tract’’ means any contract for the procure-
ment of any goods or services by any Federal 
agency. 

(Pub. L. 95–507, title II, § 224(a), Oct. 24, 1978, 92 
Stat. 1772; Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 
Stat. 814.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, means Pub. L. 95–507, 

Oct. 24, 1978, 92 Stat. 1757. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Small Busi-

ness Act which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Par. (2). Pub. L. 108–271 substituted ‘‘Govern-

ment Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Accounting 

Office’’. 

§ 637d. Subcontracting plan reports 

(1) Reporting requirements 

Not later than 1 year after January 2, 2013, the 
Administrator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration shall take such actions as are necessary 
to ensure that the electronic subcontracting re-
porting system established by the Administra-
tion to carry out the requirement of section 
637(d)(6)(E) of this title is modified to ensure 
that it can identify entities that fail to submit 
required reports. 

(2) Annual report 

Not later than March 31 of each year, the Ad-
ministrator of the Small Business Administra-
tion shall provide the Committee on Small Busi-
ness of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship of the Senate a report, based on data 
available through existing systems, that sets 
forth, by agency (and to the extent practicable, 
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1 So in original. The word ‘‘and’’ probably should not appear. 

by type of goal or plan), the following informa-
tion: 

(A) the percentage of entities required to 
submit reports pursuant to section 637(d)(6) of 
this title that filed such reports and that 
failed to file such reports during the prior fis-
cal year; 

(B) the percentage of entities filing such re-
ports that met, exceeded, or failed to meet 
goals set forth in their subcontracting plans 
during the prior fiscal year; and 

(C) the aggregate value by which such enti-
ties exceeded, or failed to meet, their sub-
contracting goals during the prior fiscal year. 

(Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title XVI, § 1653(b), Jan. 
2, 2013, 126 Stat. 2082.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the National Defense 

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013, and not as part 

of the Small Business Act which comprises this chap-

ter. 

§ 638. Research and development 

(a) Declaration of policy 

Research and development are major factors 
in the growth and progress of industry and the 
national economy. The expense of carrying on 
research and development programs is beyond 
the means of many small-business concerns, and 
such concerns are handicapped in obtaining the 
benefits of research and development programs 
conducted at Government expense. These small- 
business concerns are thereby placed at a com-
petitive disadvantage. This weakens the com-
petitive free enterprise system and prevents the 
orderly development of the national economy. It 
is the policy of the Congress that assistance be 
given to small-business concerns to enable them 
to undertake and to obtain the benefits of re-
search and development in order to maintain 
and strengthen the competitive free enterprise 
system and the national economy. 

(b) Assistance to small-business concerns 

It shall be the duty of the Administration, and 
it is empowered— 

(1) to assist small-business concerns to ob-
tain Government contracts for research and 
development; 

(2) to assist small-business concerns to ob-
tain the benefits of research and development 
performed under Government contracts or at 
Government expense; 

(3) to provide technical assistance to small- 
business concerns to accomplish the purposes 
of this section; and 1 

(4) to develop and maintain a source file and 
an information program to assure each quali-
fied and interested small business concern the 
opportunity to participate in Federal agency 
small business innovation research programs 
and small business technology transfer pro-
grams; 

(5) to coordinate with participating agencies 
a schedule for release of SBIR and STTR so-
licitations, and to prepare a master release 
schedule so as to maximize small businesses’ 
opportunities to respond to solicitations; 

(6) to independently survey and monitor the 
operation of SBIR and STTR programs within 
participating Federal agencies; 

(7) to report not less than annually to the 
Committee on Small Business of the Senate, 
and to the Committee on Science and the 
Committee on Small Business of the House of 
Representatives, on the SBIR and STTR pro-
grams of the Federal agencies and the Admin-
istration’s information and monitoring efforts 
related to the SBIR and STTR programs, in-
cluding— 

(A) the data on output and outcomes col-
lected pursuant to subsections (g)(8) and 
(o)(9); 

(B) the number of proposals received from, 
and the number and total amount of awards 
to, HUBZone small business concerns and 
firms with venture capital, hedge fund, or 
private equity firm investment (including 
those majority-owned by multiple venture 
capital operating companies, hedge funds, or 
private equity firms) under each of the SBIR 
and STTR programs; 

(C) a description of the extent to which 
each Federal agency is increasing outreach 
and awards to firms owned and controlled by 
women or by socially or economically dis-
advantaged individuals under each of the 
SBIR and STTR programs; 

(D) general information about the imple-
mentation of, and compliance with the allo-
cation of funds required under, subsection 
(dd) for firms owned in majority part by ven-
ture capital operating companies, hedge 
funds, or private equity firms and partici-
pating in the SBIR program; 

(E) a detailed description of appeals of 
Phase III awards and notices of noncompli-
ance with the SBIR Policy Directive and the 
STTR Policy Directive filed by the Adminis-
trator with Federal agencies; 

(F) an accounting of funds, initiatives, and 
outcomes under the Commercialization 
Readiness Program; and 

(G) a description of the extent to which 
Federal agencies are providing in a timely 
manner information needed to maintain the 
database described in subsection (k) of this 
section; 

(8) to provide for and fully implement the te-
nets of Executive Order No. 13329 (Encouraging 
Innovation in Manufacturing); and 

(9) to coordinate the implementation of elec-
tronic databases at each of the Federal agen-
cies participating in the SBIR program or the 
STTR program, including the technical ability 
of the participating agencies to electronically 
share data. 

(c) Consultation and cooperation with Govern-
ment agencies; studies and recommendations 

The Administration is authorized to consult 
and cooperate with all Government agencies and 
to make studies and recommendations to such 
agencies, and such agencies are authorized and 
directed to cooperate with the Administration 
in order to carry out and to accomplish the pur-
poses of this section. 
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