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and upon a proper showing a permanent or tem-
porary injunction or decree or restraining order 
shall be granted without bond. The Commission 
may transmit such evidence as may be available 
concerning such acts or practices or concerning 
apparent violations of the Federal antitrust 
laws to the Attorney General, who, in his discre-
tion, may institute the necessary criminal pro-
ceedings. 

(b) Mandamus 

Upon application of the Commission the dis-
trict courts of the United States and the United 
States courts of any Territory or other place 
subject to the jurisdiction of the United States 
shall have jurisdiction to issue writs of manda-
mus commanding any person to comply with the 
provisions of this chapter or any rule, regula-
tion, or order of the Commission thereunder. 

(c) Employment of attorneys by Commission 

The Commission may employ such attorneys 
as it finds necessary for proper legal aid and 
service of the Commission or its members in the 
conduct of their work, or for proper representa-
tion of the public interest in investigations 
made by it, or cases or proceedings pending be-
fore it, whether at the Commission’s own in-
stance or upon complaint, or to appear for or 
represent the Commission in any case in court; 
and the expenses of such employment shall be 
paid out of the appropriation for the Commis-
sion. 

(d) Violation of market manipulation provisions 

In any proceedings under subsection (a) of this 
section, the court may prohibit, conditionally or 
unconditionally, and permanently or for such 
period of time as the court determines, any indi-
vidual who is engaged or has engaged in prac-
tices constituting a violation of section 717c–1 of 
this title (including related rules and regula-
tions) from— 

(1) acting as an officer or director of a natu-
ral gas company; or 

(2) engaging in the business of— 
(A) the purchasing or selling of natural 

gas; or 
(B) the purchasing or selling of trans-

mission services subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Commission. 

(June 21, 1938, ch. 556, § 20, 52 Stat. 832; June 25, 
1948, ch. 646, § 1, 62 Stat. 875, 895; Pub. L. 109–58, 
title III, § 318, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat. 693.) 

CODIFICATION 

The words ‘‘the District Court of the United States 

for the District of Columbia’’ in subsec. (a) following 

‘‘district court of the United States’’ and in subsec. (b) 

following ‘‘district courts of the United States’’ omit-

ted as superfluous in view of section 132(a) of Title 28, 

Judiciary and Judicial Procedure, which states that 

‘‘There shall be in each judicial district a district court 

which shall be a court of record known as the United 

States District Court for the district’’, and section 88 of 

title 28 which states that ‘‘The District of Columbia 

constitutes one judicial district’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–58 added subsec. (d). 

§ 717t. General penalties 

(a) Any person who willfully and knowingly 
does or causes or suffers to be done any act, 

matter, or thing in this chapter prohibited or 
declared to be unlawful, or who willfully and 
knowingly omits or fails to do any act, matter, 
or thing in this chapter required to be done, or 
willfully and knowingly causes or suffers such 
omission or failure, shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be punished by a fine of not more than 
$1,000,000 or by imprisonment for not more than 
5 years, or both. 

(b) Any person who willfully and knowingly 
violates any rule, regulation, restriction, condi-
tion, or order made or imposed by the Commis-
sion under authority of this chapter, shall, in 
addition to any other penalties provided by law, 
be punished upon conviction thereof by a fine of 
not exceeding $50,000 for each and every day dur-
ing which such offense occurs. 

(June 21, 1938, ch. 556, § 21, 52 Stat. 833; Pub. L. 
109–58, title III, § 314(a)(1), Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat. 
690.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–58, § 314(a)(1)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘$1,000,000’’ for ‘‘$5,000’’ and ‘‘5 years’’ for ‘‘two 

years’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–58, § 314(a)(1)(B), substituted 

‘‘$50,000’’ for ‘‘$500’’. 

§ 717t–1. Civil penalty authority 

(a) In general 

Any person that violates this chapter, or any 
rule, regulation, restriction, condition, or order 
made or imposed by the Commission under au-
thority of this chapter, shall be subject to a 
civil penalty of not more than $1,000,000 per day 
per violation for as long as the violation con-
tinues. 

(b) Notice 

The penalty shall be assessed by the Commis-
sion after notice and opportunity for public 
hearing. 

(c) Amount 

In determining the amount of a proposed pen-
alty, the Commission shall take into consider-
ation the nature and seriousness of the violation 
and the efforts to remedy the violation. 

(June 21, 1938, ch. 556, § 22, as added Pub. L. 
109–58, title III, § 314(b)(1)(B), Aug. 8, 2005, 119 
Stat. 691.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 22 of act June 21, 1938, was renum-

bered section 24 and is classified to section 717u of this 

title. 

§ 717t–2. Natural gas market transparency rules 

(a) In general 

(1) The Commission is directed to facilitate 
price transparency in markets for the sale or 
transportation of physical natural gas in inter-
state commerce, having due regard for the pub-
lic interest, the integrity of those markets, fair 
competition, and the protection of consumers. 

(2) The Commission may prescribe such rules 
as the Commission determines necessary and ap-
propriate to carry out the purposes of this sec-
tion. The rules shall provide for the dissemina-
tion, on a timely basis, of information about the 
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availability and prices of natural gas sold at 
wholesale and in interstate commerce to the 
Commission, State commissions, buyers and 
sellers of wholesale natural gas, and the public. 

(3) The Commission may— 
(A) obtain the information described in para-

graph (2) from any market participant; and 
(B) rely on entities other than the Commis-

sion to receive and make public the informa-
tion, subject to the disclosure rules in sub-
section (b) of this section. 

(4) In carrying out this section, the Commis-
sion shall consider the degree of price trans-
parency provided by existing price publishers 
and providers of trade processing services, and 
shall rely on such publishers and services to the 
maximum extent possible. The Commission may 
establish an electronic information system if it 
determines that existing price publications are 
not adequately providing price discovery or 
market transparency. 

(b) Information exempted from disclosure 

(1) Rules described in subsection (a)(2) of this 
section, if adopted, shall exempt from disclosure 
information the Commission determines would, 
if disclosed, be detrimental to the operation of 
an effective market or jeopardize system secu-
rity. 

(2) In determining the information to be made 
available under this section and the time to 
make the information available, the Commis-
sion shall seek to ensure that consumers and 
competitive markets are protected from the ad-
verse effects of potential collusion or other anti-
competitive behaviors that can be facilitated by 
untimely public disclosure of transaction-spe-
cific information. 

(c) Information sharing 

(1) Within 180 days of August 8, 2005, the Com-
mission shall conclude a memorandum of under-
standing with the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission relating to information sharing, 
which shall include, among other things, provi-
sions ensuring that information requests to 
markets within the respective jurisdiction of 
each agency are properly coordinated to mini-
mize duplicative information requests, and pro-
visions regarding the treatment of proprietary 
trading information. 

(2) Nothing in this section may be construed 
to limit or affect the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the Commodity Futures Trading Commission 
under the Commodity Exchange Act (7 U.S.C. 1 
et seq.). 

(d) Compliance with requirements 

(1) The Commission shall not condition access 
to interstate pipeline transportation on the re-
porting requirements of this section. 

(2) The Commission shall not require natural 
gas producers, processors, or users who have a de 
minimis market presence to comply with the re-
porting requirements of this section. 

(e) Retroactive effect 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), no per-
son shall be subject to any civil penalty under 
this section with respect to any violation occur-
ring more than 3 years before the date on which 
the person is provided notice of the proposed 
penalty under section 717t–1(b) of this title. 

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply in any case in 
which the Commission finds that a seller that 
has entered into a contract for the transpor-
tation or sale of natural gas subject to the juris-
diction of the Commission has engaged in fraud-
ulent market manipulation activities materi-
ally affecting the contract in violation of sec-
tion 717c–1 of this title. 

(June 21, 1938, ch. 556, § 23, as added Pub. L. 
109–58, title III, § 316, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat. 691.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Commodity Exchange Act, referred to in subsec. 

(c)(2), is act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 369, 42 Stat. 998, as 

amended, which is classified generally to chapter 1 (§ 1 

et seq.) of Title 7, Agriculture. For complete classifica-

tion of this Act to the Code, see section 1 of Title 7 and 

Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 23 of act June 21, 1938, was renum-

bered section 25 and is classified to section 717v of this 

title. 

§ 717u. Jurisdiction of offenses; enforcement of li-
abilities and duties 

The District Courts of the United States and 
the United States courts of any Territory or 
other place subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States shall have exclusive jurisdiction 
of violations of this chapter or the rules, regula-
tions, and orders thereunder, and of all suits in 
equity and actions at law brought to enforce any 
liability or duty created by, or to enjoin any 
violation of, this chapter or any rule, regula-
tion, or order thereunder. Any criminal proceed-
ing shall be brought in the district wherein any 
act or transaction constituting the violation oc-
curred. Any suit or action to enforce any liabil-
ity or duty created by, or to enjoin any viola-
tion of, this chapter or any rule, regulation, or 
order thereunder may be brought in any such 
district or in the district wherein the defendant 
is an inhabitant, and process in such cases may 
be served wherever the defendant may be found. 
Judgments and decrees so rendered shall be sub-
ject to review as provided in sections 1254, 1291, 
and 1292 of title 28. No costs shall be assessed 
against the Commission in any judicial proceed-
ing by or against the Commission under this 
chapter. 

(June 21, 1938, ch. 556, § 24, formerly § 22, 52 Stat. 
833; June 25, 1948, ch. 646, § 1, 62 Stat. 875, 895; re-
numbered § 24, Pub. L. 109–58, title III, 
§ 314(b)(1)(A), Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat. 690.) 

CODIFICATION 

The words ‘‘the District Court of the United States 

for the District of Columbia’’ following ‘‘The District 

Courts of the United States’’ omitted as superfluous in 

view of section 132(a) of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial 

Procedure, which states that ‘‘There shall be in each 

judicial district a district court which shall be a court 

of record known as the United States District Court for 

the district’’ and section 88 of title 28 which states that 

‘‘The District of Columbia constitutes one judicial dis-

trict’’. 

‘‘Sections 1254, 1291, and 1292 of title 28’’ substituted 

in text for ‘‘sections 128 and 240 of the Judicial Code, as 

amended [28 U.S.C. 225 and 347]’’ on authority of act 

June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 869, the first section of 

which enacted Title 28. 
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