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shortages of natural gas occurring in such re-
gion for each such year; 

(3) the impact upon competition; 
(4) the extent to which the system provides 

a means for the transportation to United 
States markets of natural resources or other 
commodities from sources in addition to the 
Prudhoe Bay Reserve; 

(5) environmental impacts; 
(6) safety and efficiency in design and oper-

ation and potential for interruption in deliv-
eries of Alaska natural gas; 

(7) construction schedules and possibilities 
for delay in such schedules or for delay occur-
ring as a result of other factors; 

(8) feasibility of financing; 
(9) extent of reserves, both proven and prob-

able and their deliverability by year for each 
year of the 20-year period which begins with 
the first year following October 22, 1976; 

(10) the estimate of the total delivered cost 
to users of the natural gas to be transported 
by the system by year for each year of the 20- 
year period which begins with the first year 
following October 22, 1976; 

(11) capability and cost of expanding the sys-
tem to transport additional volumes of natu-
ral gas in excess of initial system capacity; 

(12) an estimate of the capital and operating 
costs, including an analysis of the reliability 
of such estimates and the risk of cost over-
runs; and 

(13) such other factors as the Commission 
determines to be appropriate. 

(d) Recommendation not based upon Canadian 
pipeline system decision 

The recommendation by the Commission pur-
suant to this section shall not be based upon the 
fact that the Government of Canada or agencies 
thereof have not, by then rendered a decision as 
to authorization of a pipeline system to trans-
port Alaska natural gas through Canada. 

(e) Transportation system: recommendation, sub-
mittal to President; environmental impact 
statement: submittal to President 

If the Commission recommends the approval 
of a particular transportation system, it shall 
submit to the President with such recommenda-
tion (1) an identification of those facilities and 
operations which are proposed to be encom-
passed within the term ‘‘construction and initial 
operation’’ in order to define the scope of direc-
tions contained in section 719g of this title and 
(2) the terms and conditions permitted under the 
Natural Gas Act [15 U.S.C. 717 et seq.], which the 
Commission determines to be appropriate for in-
clusion in a certificate of public convenience 
and necessity to be issued respecting such sys-
tem. The Commission shall submit to the Presi-
dent contemporaneously with its’ report an en-
vironmental impact statement prepared respect-
ing the recommended system, if any, and each 
environmental impact statement which may 
have been prepared respecting any other system 
reported on under this section. 

(Pub. L. 94–586, § 5, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2904.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Natural Gas Act, referred to in subsecs. (a)(1) and 

(e), is act June 21, 1938, ch. 556, 52 Stat. 821, as amended, 

which is classified generally to chapter 15B (§ 717 et 

seq.) of this title. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see section 717w of this title and 

Tables. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Enforcement functions authorized by, and supple-

mental enforcement authority created by this chapter 

with respect to pre-construction, construction, and ini-

tial operation of transportation system for Canadian 

and Alaskan natural gas transferred to Federal Inspec-

tor, Office of Federal Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas 

Transportation System, until first anniversary of date 

of initial operation of Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-

tation System, see Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1979, §§ 102(h)(1), 

203(a), 44 F.R. 33663, 33666, 93 Stat. 1373, 1376, effective 

July 1, 1979, set out under section 719e of this title. Of-

fice of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 

Transportation System abolished and functions and au-

thority vested in Inspector transferred to Secretary of 

Energy by section 3012(b) of Pub. L. 102–486, set out as 

an Abolition of Office of Federal Inspector note under 

section 719e of this title. Functions and authority vest-

ed in Secretary of Energy subsequently transferred to 

Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-

tation Projects by section 720d(f) of this title. 

Federal Power Commission terminated and functions, 

personnel, property, funds, etc., transferred to Sec-

retary of Energy (except for certain functions trans-

ferred to Federal Energy Regulatory Commission) by 

sections 7151(b), 7171(a), 7172(a)(1), 7291, and 7293 of Title 

42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

§ 719d. Federal and State officer or agency and 
other interested persons’ reports 

(a) Federal officer or agency comments; submit-
tal to President; public availability 

Not later than July 1, 1977, any Federal officer 
or agency may submit written comments to the 
President with respect to the recommendation 
and report of the Commission and alternative 
methods for transportation of Alaska natural 
gas for delivery to the contiguous States. Such 
comments shall be made available to the public 
by the President when submitted to him, unless 
expressly exempted from this requirement in 
whole or in part by the President, under section 
552(b)(1) of title 5. Any such written comment 
shall include information within the competence 
of such Federal officer or agency with respect 
to— 

(1) environmental considerations, including 
air and water quality and noise impacts; 

(2) the safety of the transportation systems; 
(3) international relations, including the 

status and time schedule for any necessary Ca-
nadian approvals and plans; 

(4) national security, particularly security 
of supply; 

(5) sources of financing for capital costs; 
(6) the impact upon competition; 
(7) impact on the national economy, includ-

ing regional natural gas requirements; and 
(8) relationship of the proposed transpor-

tation system to other aspects of national en-
ergy policy. 

(b) State officer or agency and other interested 
persons’ comments; submittal to President 

Not later than July 1, 1977, the Governor of 
any State, any municipality, State utility com-
mission, and any other interested person may 
submit to the President such written comments 
with respect to the recommendation and report 
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of the Commission and alternative systems for 

delivering Alaska natural gas to the contiguous 

States as they determine to be appropriate. 

(c) Report of Federal officer or agency to the 
President 

Not later than July 1, 1977, each Federal offi-

cer or agency shall report to the President with 

respect to actions to be taken by such officer or 

agency under section 719g(a) of this title rel-

ative to each transportation system reported on 

by the Commission under section 719c(c) of this 

title and shall include such officer’s or agency’s 

recommendations with respect to any provision 

of law to be waived pursuant to section 719f(g) of 

this title in conjunction with any decision of the 

President which designates a system for ap-

proval. 

(d) Report of Council on Environmental Quality 
to the President 

Following receipt by the President of the 

Commission’s recommendations, the Council on 

Environmental Quality shall afford interested 

persons an opportunity to present oral and writ-

ten data, views, and arguments respecting the 

environmental impact statements submitted by 

the Commission under section 719c(e) of this 

title. Not later than July 1, 1977, the Council on 

Environmental Quality shall submit to the 

President a report, which shall be contempora-

neously made available by the Council to the 

public, summarizing any data, views, and argu-

ments received and setting forth the Council’s 

views concerning the legal and factual suffi-

ciency of each such environmental impact state-

ment and other matters related to environ-

mental impact as the Council considers to be 

relevant. 

(Pub. L. 94–586, § 6, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2906.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Enforcement functions authorized by, and supple-

mental enforcement authority created by this chapter 

with respect to pre-construction, construction, and ini-

tial operation of transportation system for Canadian 

and Alaskan natural gas transferred to Federal Inspec-

tor, Office of Federal Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas 

Transportation System, until first anniversary of date 

of initial operation of Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-

tation System, see Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1979, §§ 102(h)(1), 

203(a), 44 F.R. 33663, 33666, 93 Stat. 1373, 1376, effective 

July 1, 1979, set out under section 719e of this title. Of-

fice of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 

Transportation System abolished and functions and au-

thority vested in Inspector transferred to Secretary of 

Energy by section 3012(b) of Pub. L. 102–486, set out as 

an Abolition of Office of Federal Inspector note under 

section 719e of this title. Functions and authority vest-

ed in Secretary of Energy subsequently transferred to 

Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-

tation Projects by section 720d(f) of this title. 

Federal Power Commission terminated and functions, 

personnel, property, funds, etc., transferred to Sec-

retary of Energy (except for certain functions trans-

ferred to Federal Energy Regulatory Commission) by 

sections 7151(b), 7171(a), 7172(a)(1), 7291, and 7293 of Title 

42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

§ 719e. Presidential decision and report 

(a) Dateline for decision; transmission to Con-
gress, delay: notice to Congress; contents of 
decision; chairman, appointment; Federal in-
spector of construction: duties, including es-
tablishment of joint surveillance and mon-
itoring agreement 

(1) As soon as practicable after July 1, 1977, 
but not later than September 1, 1977, the Presi-
dent shall issue a decision as to whether a trans-
portation system for delivery of Alaska natural 
gas should be approved under this chapter. If he 
determines such a system should be so approved, 
his decision shall designate such a system for 
approval pursuant to section 719f of this title 
and shall be consistent with section 719c(b)(1)(C) 
of this title to assure delivery of Alaska natural 
gas to points both east and west of the Rocky 
Mountains in the continental United States. 
The President in making his decision shall take 
into consideration the Commission’s recom-
mendation pursuant to section 719c of this title, 
the report under section 719c(c) of this title, and 
any comments submitted under section 719d of 
this title; and his decision to designate a system 
for approval shall be based on his determination 
as to which system, if any, best serves the na-
tional interest. 

(2) The President, for a period of up to 90 addi-
tional calendar days after September 1, 1977, 
may delay the issuance of his decision and 
transmittal thereof to the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate, if he determines (A) that 
there exists no environmental impact statement 
prepared relative to a system he wishes to con-
sider or that any prepared environmental im-
pact statement relative to a system he wishes to 
consider is legally or factually insufficient, or 
(B) that the additional time is otherwise nec-
essary to enable him to make a sound decision 
on an Alaska natural gas transportation system. 
The President shall promptly, but in no case any 
later than September 1, 1977, notify the House of 
Representatives and the Senate if he so delays 
his decision and submit a full explanation of the 
basis of any such delay. 

(3) If, on or before May 1, 1977, the President 
determines to delay issuance and transmittal of 
his decision to the House of Representatives and 
the Senate pursuant to paragraph (2) of this sub-
section, he may authorize a delay of not more 
than 90 days in the date of taking of any action 
specified in sections 719c and 719d of this title. 
The President shall promptly notify the House 
of Representatives and the Senate of any such 
authorization of delay and submit a full expla-
nation of the basis of any such authorization. 

(4) If the President determines to designate for 
approval a transportation system for delivery of 
Alaska natural gas to the contiguous States, he 
shall in such decision— 

(A) describe the nature and route of the sys-
tem designated for approval; 

(B) designate a person to construct and oper-
ate such a system, which person shall be the 
applicant, if any, which filed for a certificate 
of public convenience and necessity to con-
struct and operate such system; 

(C) identify those facilities, the construction 
of which, and those operations, the conduct of 
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