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Pub. L. 107-273, div. C, title III, §13211(b), Nov. 2,
2002, 116 Stat. 1910.)

AMENDMENTS

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107-273, §13211(b)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘Notwithstanding the limitations under sec-
tion 105 of title 17,” for ‘‘Notwithstanding the limita-
tions contained in section 105 of title 17,”.

Pub. L. 107-273, §13211(b)(1), made technical amend-
ment to directory language of Pub. L. 94-553. See 1976
Amendment note below.

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94-553, as amended by Pub.
L. 107-273, §13211(b)(1), substituted ‘‘section 105 of title
17 for ‘‘section 8 of title 17",

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 94-553 effective Jan. 1, 1978,

see section 102 of Pub. L. 94-553, set out as an Effective
Date note preceding section 101 of Title 17, Copyrights.

§ 290f. Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this chapter, $1.86 million for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1969. Notwithstanding
the provisions of any other law, no appropria-
tions for any fiscal year may be made for the
purpose of this chapter after fiscal year 1969 un-
less previously authorized by legislation here-
after enacted by the Congress.

(Pub. L. 90-396, §7, July 11, 1968, 82 Stat. 340.)
CHAPTER 8—FALSELY STAMPED GOLD OR

SILVER OR GOODS MANUFACTURED
THEREFROM
Sec.
291. Stamping with words ‘‘United States assay’’,
etc., unlawful.
292. Forfeiture.
293. Penalty for infraction.
294. Importation or transportation of falsely
marked gold or silver ware prohibited.
295. Standard of fineness of gold articles; devi-
ation.
296. Standard of fineness of silver articles; devi-
ation.
297. Stamping plated articles.
298. Violations of law.
299. Definitions.
300. Application of State laws.
§291. Stamping with words “United States

assay”, etc., unlawful

It shall be unlawful for any person, partner-
ship, association, or corporation engaged in
commerce among the several States, Terri-
tories, District of Columbia, and possessions of
the United States, or with any foreign country,
to stamp any gold, silver, or goods manufac-
tured therefrom, and which are intended and
used in such commerce, with the words ‘‘United
States assay’’, or with any words, phrases, or de-
vices calculated to convey the impression that
the United States Government has certified to
the fineness or quality of such gold or silver, or
of the gold or silver contained in any of the
goods manufactured therefrom. Each and every
such stamp shall constitute a separate offense.

(Feb. 21, 1905, ch. 720, §1, 33 Stat. 732.)
§ 292. Forfeiture

Any gold, silver, or goods manufactured there-
from after February 21, 1905, bearing any of the

TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE

§294

stamps, words, phrases, or devices prohibited to
be used under section 291 of this title, and being
in the course of transportation from one State
to another, or to or from a Territory, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, or possessions of the United
States, shall be forfeited to the United States,
and may be seized and condemned by like pro-
ceedings as those provided by law for the forfeit-
ure, seizure, and condemnation of property im-
ported into the United States contrary to law.

(Feb. 21, 1905, ch. 720, §3, 33 Stat. 732.)
§ 293. Penalty for infraction

Every person, partnership, association, or cor-
poration violating the provisions of sections 291
to 293 of this title, and every officer, director, or
managing agent of such partnership, associa-
tion, or corporation having knowledge of such
violation and directly participating in such vio-
lation or consenting thereto, shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction,
be punished with a fine of not more than $5,000
or imprisonment for not more than one year, or
both, at the discretion of the court.

(Feb. 21, 1905, ch. 720, §2, 33 Stat. 732.)

§294. Importation or transportation of falsely
marked gold or silver ware prohibited

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, cor-
poration, or association, being a manufacturer
of or wholesale or retail dealer in gold or silver
jewelry or gold ware, silver goods or silverware,
or for any officer, manager, director, or agent of
such firm, corporation, or association to import
or export or cause to be imported into or ex-
ported from the United States for the purpose of
selling or disposing of the same, or to deposit or
cause to be deposited in the United States mails
for transmission thereby, or to deliver or cause
to be delivered to any common carrier for trans-
portation from one State, Territory, or posses-
sion of the United States, or the District of Co-
lumbia, to any other State, Territory, or posses-
sion of the United States, or to said District, in
interstate commerce, or to transport or cause to
be transported from one State, Territory, or
possession of the United States, or from the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to any other State, Territory,
or possession of the United States, or to said
District, in interstate commerce, any article of
merchandise manufactured after June 13, 1907,
and made in whole or in part of gold or silver, or
any alloy of either of said metals, and having
stamped, branded, engraved, or printed thereon,
or upon any tag, card, or label attached thereto,
or upon any box, package, cover, or wrapper in
which said article is incased or inclosed, any
mark or word indicating or designed or intended
to indicate that the gold or silver or alloy of ei-
ther of said metals in such article is of a greater
degree of fineness than the actual fineness or
quality of such gold, silver, or alloy, according
to the standards and subject to the qualifica-
tions set forth in sections 295 and 296 of this
title.

(June 13, 1906, ch. 3289, §1, 34 Stat. 260.)
SHORT TITLE OF 1976 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 94450, §1, Oct. 1, 1976, 90 Stat. 1501, provided:
“That this Act [amending section 295 of this title and
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