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‘‘Lord Flat-Somers Point Plateau Wilderness 
Study Area’’, and the ‘‘West Side Reservoir Face 
Wilderness Study Area’’, and the ‘‘Mountain 
Sheep Wilderness Study Area’’ and report his 
findings to the President. The Secretary shall 
complete his review and the President shall, 
within five years from December 31, 1975, advise 
the United States Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of his recommendations with re-
spect to the designation of lands within such 
area as wilderness. In conducting his review the 
Secretary shall comply with the provisions of 
section 1132(d) of this title and shall give public 
notice at least sixty days in advance of any 
hearings or other public meeting concerning the 
wilderness study area. The Secretary shall ad-
minister all Federal lands within the study 
areas so as not to preclude their possible future 
designation by the Congress as wilderness. Noth-
ing contained herein shall limit the President in 
proposing, as part of this recommendation to 
Congress, the designation as wilderness of any 
additional area within the recreation area which 
is predominately of wilderness value. 

(e) Public participation in reviews and prepara-
tion of plan; cooperation of other Federal 
agencies 

In conducting the reviews and preparing the 
comprehensive management plan required by 
this section, the Secretary shall provide for full 
public participation and shall consider the views 
of all interested agencies, organizations, and in-
dividuals including but not limited to, the Nez 
Perce Tribe of Indians, and the States of Idaho, 
Oregon, and Washington. The Secretaries or Di-
rectors of all Federal departments, agencies, and 
commissions having a relevant expertise are 
hereby authorized and directed to cooperate 
with the Secretary in his review and to make 
such studies as the Secretary may request on a 
cost reimbursable basis. 

(f) Continuation of ongoing activities 

Such activities as are compatible with the 
provisions of this subchapter, but not limited to, 
timber harvesting by selective cutting, mining, 
and grazing may continue during development 
of the comprehensive management plan, at cur-
rent levels of activity and in areas of such activ-
ity on December 31, 1975. Further, in develop-
ment of the management plan, the Secretary 
shall give full consideration to continuation of 
these ongoing activities in their respective 
areas. 

(Pub. L. 94–199, § 8, Dec. 31, 1975, 89 Stat. 1119.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the Sen-
ate abolished and replaced by Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources of the Senate, effective Feb. 11, 
1977. See Rule XXV of Standing Rules of the Senate, as 
amended by Senate Resolution No. 4 (popularly cited as 
the ‘‘Committee System Reorganization Amendments 
of 1977’’), approved Feb. 4, 1977. 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

§ 460gg–6. Acquisition of property 

(a) Authority of Secretary; manner of acquisition 

The Secretary is authorized to acquire such 
lands or interests in land (including, but not 
limited to, scenic easements) as he deems nec-
essary to accomplish the purposes of this sub-
chapter by purchase with donated or appro-
priated funds with the consent of the owner, do-
nation, or exchange. 

(b) Acquisition without consent of owners; limi-
tations; scenic easements 

The Secretary is further authorized to acquire 
by purchase with donated or appropriated funds 
such lands or interests in lands without the con-
sent of the owner only if (1) he deems that all 
reasonable efforts to acquire such lands or inter-
ests therein by negotiation have failed, and (2) 
the total acreage of all other lands within the 
recreation area to which he has acquired fee 
simple title or, lesser interests therein without 
the consent of the owner is less than 5 per cen-
tum of the total acreage which is privately 
owned within the recreation area on December 
31, 1975: Provided, That the Secretary may ac-
quire scenic easements in lands without the con-
sent of the owner and without restriction to 
such 5 per centum limitation: Provided further, 
That the Secretary may only acquire scenic 
easements in lands without the consent of the 
owner after the date of publication of the regu-
lations required by section 460gg–7 of this title 
when he determines that such lands are being 
used, or are in imminent danger of being used, 
in a manner incompatible with such regulations. 

(c) Donation of Oregon land; donation or ex-
change of Idaho land 

Any land or interest in land owned by the 
State of Oregon or any of its political subdivi-
sions may be acquired only by donation. Any 
land or interest in land owned by the State of 
Idaho or any of its political subdivisions may be 
acquired only by donation or exchange. 

(d) ‘‘Scenic easement’’ defined 

As used in this subchapter the term ‘‘scenic 
easement’’ means the right to control the use of 
land in order to protect esthetic values for the 
purposes of this subchapter, but shall not pre-
clude the continuation of any farming or pas-
toral use exercised by the owner as of December 
31, 1975. 

(e) Offers to sell land; hardship from delay 

The Secretary shall give prompt and careful 
consideration to any offer made by a person 
owning land within the recreation area to sell 
such land to the United States. The Secretary 
shall specifically consider any hardship to such 
person which might result from an undue delay 
in acquiring his property. 

(f) Exchange of land; equalization payments 

In exercising his authority to acquire property 
by exchange, the Secretary may accept title to 
any non-Federal property, or interests therein, 
located within the recreation area and, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, he may con-
vey in exchange therefor any federally owned 
property within the same State which he classi-
fies as suitable for exchange and which is under 
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his administrative jurisdiction: Provided, That 
the values of the properties so exchanged shall 
be approximately equal, or if they are not ap-
proximately equal, they shall be equalized by 
the payment of cash to the grantor or to the 
United States as the circumstances require. In 
the exercise of his exchange authority, the Sec-
retary may utilize authorities and procedures 
available to him in connection with exchanges 
of national forest lands. 

(g) Acquisition of mineral interests 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Secretary is authorized to acquire mineral 
interests in lands within the recreation area, 
with or without the consent of the owner. Upon 
acquisition of any such interest, the lands and/ 
or minerals covered by such interest are by this 
subchapter withdrawn from entry or appropria-
tion under the United States mining laws and 
from disposition under all laws pertaining to 
mineral leasing and all amendments thereto. 

(h) Transfer of Federal property to Secretary 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
any Federal property located within the recre-
ation area may, with the concurrence of the 
agency having custody thereof, be transferred 
without consideration to the administrative ju-
risdiction of the Secretary for use by him in car-
rying out the purposes of this subchapter. Lands 
acquired by the Secretary or transferred to his 
administrative jurisdiction within the recre-
ation area shall become parts of the national 
forest within or adjacent to which they are lo-
cated. 

(Pub. L. 94–199, § 9, Dec. 31, 1975, 89 Stat. 1120.) 

§ 460gg–7. Rules and regulations 

The Secretary shall promulgate, and may 
amend, such rules and regulations as he deems 
necessary to accomplish the purposes of this 
subchapter. Such rules and regulations shall in-
clude, but are not limited to— 

(a) standards for the use and development of 
privately owned property within the recre-
ation area, which rules or regulations the Sec-
retary may, to the extent he deems advisable, 
implement with the authorities delegated to 
him in section 460gg–6 of this title, and which 
may differ among the various parcels of land 
within the recreation area; 

(b) standards and guidelines to insure the 
full protection and preservation of the his-
toric, archeological, and paleontological re-
sources in the recreation area; 

(c) provision for the control of the use of mo-
torized and mechanical equipment for trans-
portation over, or alteration of, the surface of 
any Federal land within the recreation area; 

(d) provision for the control of the use and 
number of motorized and nonmotorized river 
craft: Provided, That the use of such craft is 
hereby recognized as a valid use of the Snake 
River within the recreation area; and 

(e) standards for such management, utiliza-
tion, and disposal of natural resources on fed-
erally owned lands, including but not limited 
to, timber harvesting by selective cutting, 
mining, and grazing and the continuation of 
such existing uses and developments as are 

compatible with the provisions of this sub-
chapter. 

(Pub. L. 94–199, § 10, Dec. 31, 1975, 89 Stat. 1121.) 

§ 460gg–8. Lands withdrawn from location, entry, 
and patent under United States mining laws 

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 
1133(d)(2) of this title and subject to valid exist-
ing rights, all Federal lands located in the recre-
ation area are hereby withdrawn from all forms 
of location, entry, and patent under the mining 
laws of the United States, and from disposition 
under all laws pertaining to mineral leasing and 
all amendments thereto. 

(Pub. L. 94–199, § 11, Dec. 31, 1975, 89 Stat. 1122.) 

§ 460gg–9. Hunting and fishing 

The Secretary shall permit hunting and fish-
ing on lands and waters under his jurisdiction 
within the boundaries of the recreation area in 
accordance with applicable laws of the United 
States and the States wherein the lands and wa-
ters are located except that the Secretary may 
designate zones where, and establish periods 
when, no hunting or fishing shall be permitted 
for reasons for public safety, administration, or 
public use and enjoyment. Except in emer-
gencies, any regulations of the Secretary pursu-
ant to this section shall be put into effect only 
after consultation with the appropriate State 
fish and game department. 

(Pub. L. 94–199, § 12, Dec. 31, 1975, 89 Stat. 1122.) 

§ 460gg–10. Ranching, grazing, etc., as valid uses 
of area 

Ranching, grazing, farming, timber harvest-
ing, and the occupation of homes and lands asso-
ciated therewith, as they exist on December 31, 
1975, are recognized as traditional and valid uses 
of the recreation area. 

(Pub. L. 94–199, § 13, Dec. 31, 1975, 89 Stat. 1122.) 

§ 460gg–11. Civil and criminal jurisdiction of 
Idaho and Oregon 

Nothing in this subchapter shall diminish, en-
large, or modify any right of the States of Idaho, 
Oregon, or any political subdivisions thereof, to 
exercise civil and criminal jurisdiction within 
the recreation area or of rights to tax persons, 
corporations, franchises, or property, including 
mineral or other interests, in or on lands or wa-
ters within the recreation area. 

(Pub. L. 94–199, § 14, Dec. 31, 1975, 89 Stat. 1122.) 

§ 460gg–12. Development and operation of facili-
ties and services; cooperation with Federal, 
State, etc., agencies 

The Secretary may cooperate with other Fed-
eral agencies, with State and local public agen-
cies, and with private individuals and agencies 
in the development and operation of facilities 
and services in the area in furtherance of the 
purposes of this subchapter, including, but not 
limited to, restoration and maintenance of the 
historic setting and background of towns and 
settlements within the recreation area. 

(Pub. L. 94–199, § 15, Dec. 31, 1975, 89 Stat. 1122.) 
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